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Our choice to use this title for the magazine has been nothing 
less than controversial. That we would choose to redefine the stereo- 
type that “bisexuals will fuck anything that moves,” to suit our own 
purposes has created myriad reactions. Those critical of the title feel 
we are purporting the stereotype and damaging our image. Those in 
favor of its use see it as a movement away from the stereotype, toward 
bisexual empowerment. 

We deliberately chose the radical approach. We are creating dia- 
logue through controversy. We are challenging people to face their own 
external and internal biphobia, We are demanding attention, and are 
re-defining “anything that moves” on our own terms. 


WE WILL WRITE OR PRINT OR SAY 
ANYTHING THAT MOVES US BEYOND THE 
LIMITING STEREOTYPES THAT ARE 
DISPLACED ONTO US. 


This magazine was created by bisexuals and their friends. All 
proceeds are invested into its production and the bisexual community. 
It is published by the Bay Area Bisexual Network and reflects the 
integrity and inclusive nature of the BABN Statement of Purpose. 
ATM was created out of pride; out of necessity; out of anger. We are 
tired of being analyzed, defined and represented by people other than 
ourselves — or worse yet, not considered at all. We are frustrated by 
the imposed isolation and invisibility that comes from being told or 
expected to choose either a homosexual or heterosexual identity. 

Bisexuality is a whole, fluid identity. Do not assume that bisexu- 
ality is binary or duogamous in nature: that we have “two’ sides or that 
we MUST be involved simultaneously with both genders to be fulfilled 
human beings. In fact, don’t assume that there are only two genders. 
Do not mistake our fluidity for confusion, irresponsibility, or an inabil- 
ity to commit. Do not equate promiscuity, infidelity, or unsafe sexual 
behavior with bisexuality. Those are human traits that cross ALL sex- 
ual orientations. Nothing should be assumed about anyone's sexuality 
— including your own. 

We are angered by those who refuse to accept our existence; our 
issues; our contributions; our alliances; our voice. It is time for the 
bisexual voice to be heard. Do not expect each magazine to be repre- 
sentative of all bisexuals, for our diversity is too vast. Do not expect a 
clear-cut definition of bisexuality to jump out from the pages. We 
bisexuals tend to define bisexuality in ways that are unique to our own 
individuality. There are as many definitions of bisexuality as there are 
bisexuals. Many of us choose not to label ourselves anything at all, and 
find the word ‘bisexual’ to be inadequate and too limiting. Do not 
assume that the opinions expressed are shared by all bisexuals, by those 
actively involved in the bisexual movement, by the 47// staft, or the 
BABN board of directors, 

What you can expect is a magazine that, through its inclusive 
and diverse nature, creates movement away from external and internal 
limitations, This magazine is about ANYTHING THAT MOVES: 
that moves us to think; that moves us to fuck (or not); that moves us 
to feel; that moves us to believe in ourselves— 


To Do It For Ourselves! 
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CREATING CHANGE 





@ The Art of Creating Change by Lani Ka’ahumanu Re pe | Ni 
How We Got a Standing Ovation Ti gan tO Taree May (No at 

@ Statement of Inclusion PERSPECTIVES Nor, 
Everyone else has signed on, have you? Nance Goodman @® os 
Shadow Morton @ e 


® interview: Kerry Lobel by Loraine Hutchins 


NGLTF’s new Exec Director cozies up to bi & trans. 


Yosenio Lewis @ 







Bi ae by KimBoo York 
Bi life, or bi lifestyle? 


@ ACommitted Bisexual by /ulie White INTERVIEWS 


} ie 1 - 
Yes, Virginia, a monogamous bisexual. Francine and Helen’ _ . 


Deb and Ken € © 
@ Nonmonogamy 101 by Prof. ida Wantsome nee ES ae See 
A How-To presented by ATM U. P yss@_ @ 


@ Polygeometry by Linda Howard Cliff and Claudia o _ aa, © 


New Math Encounters Bi Relationships. 


@ Some of My Best Friends Are... by M. Christian 
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Are yours? 


|| ARTICLES a 
‘© AUFO In Long Beach by Aileen Cho. 


All Too Familiar Encounters 





Queers, Immigration & Asylum 


@ Trans Bi-Line by Patricia Kevena Fili 


Transgender and Bisexual: Same Movement? 


@ Patting Ourselves on the Back by Michael Burton 


More Pride, less guilt 


) FICTION AND POETRY 


® Featured Poet: Chris Bursk 
‘ Thinking the Forbidden 
Who Could You Have Told 
@ Mondo Gender comix by Charlotte Cooper 
@ Taking Chances fiction by M.E. Thompson 
@ Port One comix by Bill Dawson 
@ Finding Me poem by Alysen Larson 
@ Handy Hints No. 1 comix by Rachel House 
@ Un Milagro En El Darkroom fiction by Luna Desnuda 
@ Hets Aren’t It poem by Wesley Hogan 
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@ And Her Name, Mother of Exiles... an ATM staff report 


@ A Bisexual Closet in Ward Valley by Tori Woodard 
A Former ATM Managing Editor Confronts Ecoterrorism and Her Own Closet 








DEPARTMENTS 


@ Editorial: ieciadian the “Other” 
© Letters 

@ About the Cover Artist 

@ The Soap Part 4: Veggies from Heaven 

@ What Your Mother Never Told You: The Bi Advice Column 
@ Extra! Extra! News Briefs 

@ Censorship Watch 

@ The Bisexual Backpack: Book and Music Reviews 

@ Bi Resources 


@ Bi Porn Gets It From Both Ends: Video Reviews 
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ly hat do you say 
4 when a tried- 
PF and-true 
lesbian 
Northampton, 


from 


lesbian* — capital of the United 
States tells you, “Well, I did live 
with a gay man for seven years”? 
And when you know that this 
lesbian identifies as borderline 
separatist? And what do you say 
when, from the way she says it, 1s 
just like, you know what “live 


i bs 


Perera cic 


From left, Stepha e 


with’ means? 
I say it proves that inclusionary politics work. 


This happened to me following the bi/transgender 
action at National Gay and Lesbian Task Force's 
annual activist conference in Washington, D.C., 
which you can read about in this issue. The result 
of the action was amazing and astounding: by the 
end, 1,500 queer activists were standing up and 
applauding for bi and trans inclusion. We bowled 
over the NGLTF leadership, who had already been 
very supportive up until then, but were nonetheless 
stunned by the number of queers identifying as and 
supporting transgendered and bisexual peoples. But 
even more amazing were the conversations after 
that demonstration. We saw lesbian separatists hug 
male-to-female transsexuals. We heard gays come 
out about their bisexual pasts. And we watched old 
enemies of the bi-gay/les wars flirt with each other. 


What does this mean? It means that maybe we can 
avoid some of the backstabbing within the sexuali- 
ty and gender movements. It means maybe we can 
all look forward together. And it means that I wont 
apologize to the cynics and skeptics among you for 


nie Berger 
editor, all listening intently in front of the plenary podium at the Creating Change conference. 





and 





ai Guren, BINET USA national co-coordinators, and Mark Silver, 


Seo 


my optimistic idealism. This past November, I took 
part in a learning process that really changed a large 
number of people, and I’m very hopeful for us all. 


I also learned, again, that inclusion always works 
better than exclusion. It would have been very easy 
for that demonstration to have been angry, explo- 
sive and blaming, but if it had, no one would have 
moved an inch on either side. The challenge | see 
before us is to apply this lesson outwardly as we 
each walk in the world and encounter people who 
are ignorant or hateful or phobic. To include them, 
to make space for them while claiming space for 
ourselves — that is my vision. For if we leave them 
space to be with us and not against us, maybe, just 
maybe, we can start to turn the tide. Otherwise, we 
will just go on fighting battles and watch as more 
dead pile up around us. 


* Sappho was actually bisexual, writing romantic poems to 
both recognized genders of her time. 


Mark Silver ts grateful that the Goddess has allowed him to be queer. 
Thanks, Goddess! 


ANYTHING “THAT MOVES 


your managing 








b 
} 
f 
fi 
a 


LETTERS: CYBER, SNAIL, AND PSYCHIC 


I ForcE ATM ON My LOVERS 


Hello ATM! I have been a subscriber since 
the beginning... 


I love your mag! | read it cover to cover! 
Many times! | recently got a new PC to surf 
with, the old one could not display video 
very well, or go very fast. Tada! You're get- 
ting e~mail from me... 


] think that this magazine is the best! I love 
ATM!) | force it on my lovers and room- 
mates! 


Best Wishes, 
Safe Sex, 
Vince (from the Internet) 


WHERE HAVE WE BEEN? 


Hey there... wow..,. I've just stumbled 
across your magazine on the web... spent 
ages reading the articles... 


Congratulations... where have you been all 
my life...? :-) 


“Telling it Straight” is one of the most mov- 
ing things I've come across on the web... 


I’m already thinking of ideas for things to 
submit to you... : -) You've bowled me over. 


Thanks, 
Jason (from the Internet) 


SAVED IN THE LAND OF ZION 


Damn! A couple years ago I came upon a 
copy of your magazine here in the land of 
Zion and was so blown away by it. (Believe 
me, finding anything in Utah 1s bound to 
blow you away.) Since then I 
had not been able to 
locate a copy in my 
area and mistaken- 
ly believed that 
perhaps you were no 
more, 








Then a couple 
of weeks ago 
my wife and I 
came to San 
Francisco for a two-week 
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vacation. Lo and behold, there you were. 
We were so excited to find you. The articles 
are excellent, and we found ourselves really 
feeling less alone in the world. 


Being a couple, the world seems to think 
you are either really messed up, in some sort 
of denial, or a sex freak show for any horny 
body to buy a ticket to, 


Thanks for being there. We are planning 
to subscribe and support your efforts to 
educate and inform, but I couldn't resist 
dropping you a line and saying thanks from 
both of us! 


K&R 
Utah 


Yes, THE CovER WAS SEXIST 


Yes, your No. 12 cover was sexist. It was not 
“a fantastic cover.” It does use a naked 
woman to sell something. It does reinforce 
the idea that a woman's nipples must be 
kept covered (are they indecent? Ugly? 
Shameful? Or is it that if they are revealed 
men — or other women — will go berserk 
with lust?) It dees contribute to the idea 
that women have no armpit hair. If you 
must use a naked woman on your cover, at 
least break the stereotype that we are pecu- 
liarly hairless animals. And that we cannot 
be beautiful (i.e., on your cover) unless we 
shave. 


Also, I cannot put No. 12 in my waiting 
room — with the 47M title and the cover 
art, people think it's pornographic. This 
cover may have moved you, but it also 
moved the magazine right out of public 
view. I regret this, for this issue has some 
wonderful articles | would have loved to 
leave lying around for people to discover. 


Barbara Clearbridge 
Port Townsend, WA 


I READ You COVER TO COVER 


Hi! I love your magazine. It is the only one 
I get that I read from cover to cover. 
Especially loved cartoon on dating bi- 
womyn, and article on James Baldwin (since 
I love J. Baldwin!). I am not the only bi- 
womyn I know, but am the only one I know 










who is looking for a committed, 
monogamous relationship. 


I have met one man who, it seems, is lo ok 
ing for the same thing. We have had some 
great talks (only a few) about it. I just gor 
onto the Internet. And I am looking for any” 
places to discuss or get information 
bisexuals, bisexuality, etc. Please help! 


Thanks again for your wonderful openness 
that's what makes the ‘zine so wonderful 
All and every are welcome. Wow. 


Mary Lou Boelcke 
Chicago, Illinois 


NoT A TRAITOR, NOT WEIRD, 
Just Happy 


Greetings! Just when I was afraid that there 
was no intelligent life out there, I find 
Anything That Moves. What luck! 


I adored “Bi Femme” by Leah Lilith 
Albrecht-Samarasinha; I think she and I are 
sisters under the skin! I am currently 
embroiled in a passionate relationship with 
a glorious drag queen, and I was really start- 
ing to feel as if ] were the only bi-babe who 
got all sweaty over a guy in a frock. 


I, too, have been called a traitor by my gay 
friends, and just plain weird by my straight 
friends, but how can you label “happy”? I 
steal his clothes, he steals mine... and we 
wear the same size skirt. What more is 
there? 


Thanks again. I shall return regularly. 


Ging (from the ’net) 


Spicy Mix MAKES 
DIFFERENCE 


Just picked up the new issue, and wanted to 
drop a note of thanks and congratulations. 
As usual, the latest A7M was a spicy mix of 
news and entertainment. 


Thanks for working so hard. You're making 
a difference. 

Benjamin Scuglia 

Hollywood, CA 
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WOMEN’S SEXUAL HEALING 





Thanks so much for printing our article 
about women’s sexual healing in your last 
issue, We strongly believe that sexual heal- 
ing 18 an important political issue and were 
excited to share our story with your readers. 


Unfortunately you misprinted both Alina 
and my e-mail addresses, so we haven't 
had the opportunity to interact with folks 
on-line. Alina’s is 73473.210@com- 
puserve.com; mine is Hollyza@aol.com. 
We encourage women from all over to let us 
know what they think as well as what 
they ve been doing in their communities. 


We've since split our seven-part series into 
two five-part classes. We'll run the first part 
as an introduction and cover the riskier 


Satna a a ‘baba a. F. F r] 
Qed Your Thowgnhts, criticisms, praise. que 
| 


1600 USA, or email: aswiteh@inc.ay 


are, of course, respected, but please 


Shaun is a British artist from the island of Jersey, which is situated 
between France and Great Britain. He has lived and worked in Great 
Britain, France and Germany, and now lives in San Francisco. 


The sculpture on our front cover, “Zipper,” plus “In the Middle of the 
Night” and “Assassin” on this page (middle and bottom left, respective- 
ly), are part of a series of 36 assemblages Shaun created, Each sculpture 
in the series is made from diverse and contrasting mass-produced mate- 
rials. The theme of the series, Shaun says, is the heart, and the concept 
behind it is to revitalize and offer contemporary interpretations to a sym- 
bol that has become a sentimental cliché. 


material in the second. We'll begin again on 
Feb. 11th; classes will run through May. 
We plan to do some day-long and weeend 
things this summer, and do another two- 
part or possibly even three-part series in the 
fall. 


So keep your eyes out for our flyers or call or 
e-mail us for more info. Again, we'd be glad 
to travel or to consult long distance. 


Talk to us. 


By the way, we've gotten lots of exciting 
feedback about your magazine from people 
who'd never seen it before, so keep up the 
good work. 


Truly, 


Holly Glaser 
Oakland, CA 
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lass you tell us not to 


try length 


| eat 
ed chit 


Editor's note: Shaun's too modest to say 50, but he’s currently searching for a 
patron willing to sponsor a show and cover the costs of shipping Ais sculptures 


over from Europe. 


We think it's a great tdea. 


Interested parties can contact Shaun in care of Anything That Moves, 





CORRECTIONS 


Last issue, 47M inadvertently published an 
incorrect URL for our cover artist, Flo Fox. 
The correct address for her website is: 
http://www.tiac.net/users/fotoflo. 


Also last issue, A7M published a poem that 
had been fraudulently submitted to us under 
Joy Harjo's name by an unknown 
person. To make matters worse, we failed to 
verify with the author our intent to print the 
poem, and so did not discover the fraud until 
notifed by Ms. Harjo, well after publishing. 
We apologize sincerely for our mistake and 
lack of follow-through, and hope that there 
has been no serious effect on Ms. Harjo’s 
well-established reputation as a poet. 


2261 Market St. #496, San Francisco, CA 
we WH print your name, Aliases or anonymous 


u dont want us to 
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m™ he blood ran mellow through my veins and the air ran 
| smooth through my nostrils as I prowled the streets of 
Long Beach, CA. Alone, far from Manhattan, I had 
come home again, if only for a 
little while. Nothing could stop me. My parents were 
at home, asleep, embracing the “we don’t ask, you don’t tell” 
philosophy. I was with my rented escort, my sleek powerful 
stud, only $200 for a week and four-cylinder, automatic with 
power windows. It was all I needed to get through the night 
— but not all I wanted. I wandered through the streets I once 
knew so well and walked into a bar. Its living contents spilled 
out onto the sidewalk: contents consisting of legs encased in 
tight jeans, breasts encased in even less; contents smelling of 
perfume and cigarettes and oozing vibes that warned, 
“Caution: Contents Under Pressure.” 





Beer, I thought. I just want a beer and a smoke. | pushed my 
way into the bar, thinking of the days when a cowboy would 
fling open the swinging French doors into a dank saloon and 
all mouths stopped moving. I wonder if the same reaction 
would occur if I flung open the doors of some Midwestern 
wonder-bread white-filled bar where solo Asian-American 
female barflies just wouldn't be comprehended. I wonder 
whether I'd be ostracized or harassed almost to the point of 
near-rape. Most places I’ve been, it’s somewhere in between. 


I sidled up to the bar, pushing past the only slightly curious 
groups of drinkers, and found a seat. I ordered a Bud Light 
and lit up a Marlboro Light, relaxing. Not for long. A big 
brawny military type caught my eye and I watched the ea 
emerge from the lips like mice from wall cracks. “Ah,” 

thought, ‘there’ s that all-too-familiar I-see-an- ‘Orcomt 
woman! grin.” a 





proached me; my eyes already glazed, < 
Hise.“ Hey, ican I ask se a que 





by Aileen Cho 


“Awww, I didn’t mean to offend you,” she said, and I thought 
of a cartoon caveman, one arm dangling, other scratching his 
forehead. I looked again at the big butch European dyke, who 
continued placatingly, “I think Oriental —” 


“Asian?” I inquired politely. I swigged more beer. 
“Yeah, uh, Asian women are beautiful. I love Asian women!” 
“Oh, okay,” I said. I finished my beer and ordered another. 


She was stymied by my oh-so-Asian passivity and, uh, shy- 
ness, and shambled away into the far corners. I idly watched 
her go, and within seconds J saw her eyes latch onto another 
woman who walked in — accompanied by someone I didn’t 
notice, because I too, found myself looking at this other 
woman. For a moment, time stopped. Yet, I wondered, if time 
stops, how can there be a moment? 


"all, Slender. Narrow face. Emphatically slanted eyes, 
_ tapering at the corners. Stylish black pants, and a short, 
"tight, velvet top. Glossy black hair, poofed up bangs such 
as so many Asian women have. | myself, from thick-boned 
peasant stock, have on my typical semi-hippie sun dress, long 
thick hair flowing to camouflage my rather round face with its 
kohl-smudged eyes and spattering of freckles. I look at this 
woman, and the intimidation is already rising in iia wiaican I 
order another beer. 



















syndrome — “Ubiquitous Fuck Object,” I call it. There are 
people who don’t date black or white girls. There are those 
who only date black or white girls. But I never heard of some- 
one who said they wouldn’t at least screw an Asian girl. We're 


just so fuckable. 


I watch this one glide through the bar, cool and unself- 
conscious as a cat in a mansion, and I am grateful that there is 
plenty of flesh and blood and desperation cushioning me from 
her tonight. Three hours later, I’m buzzed amid my own 
bisexual version of the Bukowskian universe, surrounded by 
the only three non-dyke-sidekick men there. They have grav- 
itated towards me with the inevitability of raindrops crawling 
along the car window towards the larger glob of water. I don’t 
mind, because men long ago ceased to hold any intimidation 
or challenge or suspense for me. 


“I am very attracted to you,” one coos. “Yeah, thanks,” I say, 
while twisting my neck to check out where she is. She ts float- 
ing around the bar, hugging other dykes, obviously busy being 
admired and admiring. Why, I thought, can’t she admire me? 


She glances over, and I wonder in trepidation what she’s 
thinking. Damnit. I decide, right there, to blame my paranoia 
on Mom. If only Mom hadn't forgot to take the last of the 
pills. Consequently, I spent the first 15 years of life fearing the 
vast indifference that was my mother, while trying to extract 
myself from the control-freak love of my father. But I never 
really will. I, like he, will always bear the loneliness of the sort 
that is exacerbated by the presence of oth- 

ers. I, like, he, will always wonder if a 
woman could love me. If only not 
for the botched Pill, I] wouldn’t be 
here at all, or at least | wouldn't be @_ 
here gaping at this woman. Sorry, ‘Je 
Mom, Dad. This is ridiculous, 1 ‘489 


can’t blame this on you, 


‘feel the cold beer slide 
‘down my throat, trying to 
squelch the useless catty 
sense of competition rising up. 
I wonder if I would fade like 
the moon at sunrise next to 
her. In the next instant I feel a 
wistful desire for bonding, to 
do something silly and corny 
like say, “Hey Sista!” and swap 
stories of our homelands. 


“She's likely a snob, or a | 
twinkie,” I think sourly. On the “jim 
other hand, maybe she's fanati- 
cally religious. I feel skeptical, 
annoyed, frustrated, jealous. 


I want to feel her up, too. 


“Isn’t she beautiful?” I say to the men. I add, “I don’t think I'm 
worthy of her,” and mentally kick myself. Don’t be a pathetic 
bitch. But the men smile, eyes gleaming; they agree. ‘They like 
me because I’m, well, I’m so fuckable. Ah, the upside of 
racism. 


# h, to be an Asian female, I almost say aloud. How about 
} a cynical drunken laugh? You, white guy, you want me. 

"Tm just ethnic enough to be exotic without being too 
much of a comfort stretch. You, black guy; for you I’m just 
ethnic enough to be exotic without representing a white sell- 
out. And I can pay for all this beer because companies want 
me; I’m a comfortable politically correct hire and I’m probably 
a really hard worker, too. Hard worker, me! Ha! Ha! 





I say nothing, just smile charmingly, and drink another beer. 
The Other One is going to leave. She's saying her goodbyes. | 
look away, because suddenly it seems as if the party’s over. My 
hand presses into the cold beer bottle, hovering stunned in 
midair, as she heads towards me. 


She is smiling warmly. “I'm sorry I didn’t get a chance to talk 
to you more. Can I give you my number?” 


“Yeah,” I say. 


I savor the moment as she scribbles her number on a napkin. 
It will be a moment unto itself. But nothing else will happen. 
Yeah, I'll call, like when pigs flap their wings and fly to the 
moon. Someday, perhaps, I'll make friends with an Asian 


-f a, 
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woman wherein the relationship doesn’t turn into a tempestu- 
ous “breakup” over jealousy, possessiveness, demands that we 
be what the other wants. Someday I'll make friends with an 
Asian woman who might actually become a lover. Someday, 


maybe. 


She hugs me. I smell her perfume, feel her hair. It’s 
almost like hugging my older sister, a strange 
sense of touching myself, or myself the way 
I'd like to be. The military butch passes 
by and cops a glance. I feel self-con- 
scious; I’m reeking of cigarette 
smoke. 


The hug lingers just a moment 
longer, and then I take my hand 
from her back, unwilling to 
seem clingy. And so she leaves. 
I slip the napkin into my pock- 
et without looking at the num- 


ber. 


“You're so refreshing, so down- 
to-earth and up-front,” says one of 
the men as we leave together minutes 
later. “You're-" 


“I just see no need or time for games,” | say, 
suppressing a burp. We go back to his place and 


have a joyous fling, and | forget about her for a few moments. 


leave content, while he looks after me with something 
f resembling longing. I don’t look back. Whenever one-night 
stands see their potential desire for something more than 
fun and games reflected in my face, they will quickly back off. 
But when they don’t see it, they want to keep looking, 
getting almost desperate to find it. And then I don’t want 
them. it's an equation that works too easily, a victory won too 
effortlessly, 


When I look into the faces of beautiful women, I see nothing 
reflecting back at me. | have not developed the intuition, the 



















There are people 
who don’t date black 
or white girls. There are 
those who only date black 
or white girls. But | never 
heard of someone who 
said they wouldnt at 
least screw an 
Asian girl. 


literacy. | may be too blinded by bedazzlement. And when | 
look at someone who reminds me of my mother, my sister, 
myself, | may be too blinded by... what? desperation? Who 
knows? If I weren't blinded, maybe I’d know. 


Time began again. I drove up to Los Angeles, giddiness leav- 

ang. The night was fading. I stared at the golden free- 

way lights through the rolling fog, reliving the 

| bewildering moment when I put my hand 

on the small of her back. What was that 

perfume? Where did she go after- 

wards? What did she think of me? 

_ Would she tell somebody, “I met 

this chick at Club 
Broadway last night?” 


Asian 


I drove carefully back to my 
parents house, crept quietly in 
through the back door, and fell 
down on the bed, fully dressed. 
The memory of the man’s touch 
was already cold on my skin. The 

memory of her burnt somewhere 
within. 


y Inthe morning, I thought as I began to 

crash, I will smile tenderly at my father, 
who has in the past years learned to simply say 
he loves me and to let it go at that, and, in the after- 
noon, I will wait for my mother to come home. 


I boarded the plane back to Manhattan two days later. As my 
father hugged me good-bye I, as always, inexplicably bawled, 
then I walked onto the plane. It began to rise. As Long Beach 
Harbor became visible through the dewy window, I reached 
into my pocket, but the napkin was gone. 


Aileen Cho ts an L.A. native, journalist, performer and fag hag barfly, 
now in Manhattan looking for chicks. She writes articles about bridges 
and trains for pay, angsty poetry for fun. 


Cover Us... | 
| We want you to design the next cover of Anything That Moves: It wil be an artistically catalyctic experience, with national dis- | 
| tribution, and thousands of instant fans mobbing you in restaurants. We are looking for Fabulous quality artwork, photographs, 
| and concepts to help push the propaganda on the masses. Plus Cat no additional cost to you), all submitted art, photos, etc. that 


: we deem inappropriate for the cover will also be considered for use inside the magazine. We see you hesitating — STOP! Call 
now! 415-703-7977. Or email gewitch @ igc.apc.org. Artwork can be sent to ATM atin: Covergrr! Department, 2261 Market 
| St. #496. SF, CA 94114-1600. Please DON'T send originals, our potential guilt ic huge. IF you want to see it alive again, include | 
SASE. 
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Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand 
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame 

Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name 
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand 


n New York City, the Statue of 
Liberty still stands. The statue, a 
gift from France in 1876, cele- 
brated our country’s centennial 
and its reputation as a haven for those 
seeking freedom. Carved into its base are 
five famous lines from Emma Lazarus's 
sonnet, “lhe New Colossus”: 





"Give me your tired, your poor, / Your bud- 
dled masses yearning to breathe free, / The 
wretched refuse of your teeming shore, / 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to 
me, / I lift my lamp beside the golden door!” 





More than 100 years later, the statue 
remains, but in the face of unchecked 
xenophobia, the lamp is growing dim. 
On April 1, the United States will 
engage the final clauses in its recently 
enacted, severely restrictive immigration 
law, the Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigration Responsibility Act of 1996 
(IIRAIRA). For queers seeking refuge 
from persecution and death in their 
homelands, the promise of asylum will 
be gone. This time next year, the Statue 
of Liberty will still stand in New York's 


Glows worldwide welcome... 


-Emma Lazarus, The New Colossus , 1883 


harbor, but the lamp, and its promise of 


hope, will have been extinguished. 
Before IIRAIRA, immigrants could 


receive suspension of deportation 
if they resided in the United States 
continuously for seven years, 
demonstrated that they were “of 
good moral character,” and proved 
that they would suffer “extreme 
hardship” if deported. Under 
ITRAIRA, however, the United 
States will now only grant such suspen- 
sion — retitled “cancellation of removal” 
— to immigrants who can prove “excep- 
_ tional and extremely unusual 
@ hardship” to their spouses, par- 
@ ents or children, who in turn 
must already be U.S. citizens or 
_ lawful permanent residents. 


Under ITRATRA, personal hard- 
ship is not an acceptable reason 
for cancellation of removal, nor 
is hardship due to separation from a 
same-sex partner. 
Between the 1996 
Defense of Mar- 
riage Act, which 
could potentially 
prohibit _ legal 
recognition _ of 
same-sex  mar- 
rilages, and the 
fact that most same-sex relationships are 
childless, the new restrictions effectively 
ban gays, lesbians and many bisexuals 
and transgendered 
persons from 
receiving cancella- 
tion of removal. 


Additionally, all 
immigrants who 
have resided in the 
United States for 
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more than a year must file for asylum by 
April 1 or be barred from ever receiving 
asylum. Starting April 1, undocumented 
immigrants who stay in the United 





States for six months will not be able to 
legalize their status until they have again 
left the United States for three years. If 
they have been in the United States for a 
year, the ban increases to 10 years. The 
only waivers available for this clause 
again are accessible only to those with 
spouses, parents and children who hold 
green cards or are U.S. citizens. 


The restrictions also continue the 
United State’s policy of excluding most 
HIV-positive immigrants, regardless of 

ats _ health status. 
Waivers are 
available to 
immigrants, 
but only to 
immigrants 
whose _ chil- 
dren, parents, 
and spouses 
legally reside in the United States via 
green cards or citizenship. 


“There are waivers, but extremely few 
gay and lesbian people will be eligible to 
qualify,” Lesbian and Gay Immigration 
Taskforce Coordinator Shannon Minter 
notes. “An HIV-positive gay man with 
health care in the United States could be 
forced to return to a country to die 
because his hardship has been deemed 
irrelevant.” 


ANYTHING THAT MOVES 








The “spouses, parents, children” clause is 
clearly homophobic. The only purposes 
it serves are to decrease the number of 
people eligible to challenge deportation 
and to preserve the “traditional” family 
unit. For bisexuals and other queer 
immigrants, the practical result will be 
significantly increased pressure to con- 





form to heterosexual norms, i.e., “go 
straight and maybe we'll let you in.” 


Given the underlying biases of the 
restrictions, bisexuals immigrants must 
be careful when considering how to 
frame their cases. “Deviation from the 
norm is the issue causing persecution,” 
notes Sydney Levy of the International 
Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission (IGLHRC). 






overnment-sanctioned homo- 
phobia aside, this legislation 
also fails to address another 
social reality: the fact that most queer 
immigrants in the United States are 
either terrified of actually applying for 
asylum, ignorant of how to go about it, 
or both. Most of them were persecuted 
by their own countries’ governments. 
When honesty and openness means 
death, the closet is often the only means 
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of survival. They arrive 
in the United States 
scared and alone, with 
no idea of how to go 
about seeking help, or 
that the persecution 
they have suffered 
because of their 
sexual orientation may 
be grounds for asylum. 
Especially considering 
the United States’ 
spotty history when it 
comes to queer rights, 
is it any surprise that 
these immigrants are 
afraid to come for- 
ward? ITRAIRA’s one- 
year filing deadline 
utterly fails to address 
these problems. 


Levy, who coordinates 
IGLHRC's Asylum 
Project, says the 
biggest hope queer 
immigrants have is to 
consider whether to 
apply for asylum before : Sa 7 7 

the April 1. deadline. Artwork by Yolanda M. Lopez 


“If uninformed, don’t walk — run to a 
lawyer and IGLHRC, and connected 
resources,” Levy says. “If it is before the 
deadline, it's not too late. Even a person 
who misses the date should still talk.” 





Time is now of the essence. The 
lesbigay, transgendered and HIV-posi- 
tive communities must spread the word 
far and fast, to ensure that as many 
immigrants as possible meet the April 1 
deadline. We must increase pressure 
on our politicians to remove these 
restrictions and recognize anti-queer 
violence and homicide for the persec- 
ution that it is. 





For more information on the ITRAIRA, contact the International 
Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission at (415) 255-8680, 
or at t asylum Ciglore. org: 


This report was compiled by ms ides That h Moves siait ‘iced 
Linda Howard and Mark Silver. Writer Anthony D. O’Con also 
conducted interviews and contributed to this report. 
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FEATURED 











Photo provided by Chris Bursk. 


Chris Bursk, a recipient of Guggenheim and 
NEA Fellowships, is the author of five books, 
most recently The One True Religion. He is 
active in the movement to prevent domestic 
violence and works as a counselor in a coun- 
ty prison, as well as teaching at Bucks 
County Community College. 
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THINKING a wb EN 


Because it’s so wrong to think 


he thinks it 
often. His mouth 
pressed lightly 
to his father’s 
penis. Very, lightly 
as you'd kiss a flower. 
It tastes 
like petals 
wet grass : 
like wax 
candy, 
like old dolls, 
sweetness, 
slight odor of salt. 
The lips 
take little tucks 
of foreskin 
tugging 
at the soft looseness 
of the folds. 
He hadn't realized 
how loosely 
a person wears his body. 
The teeth 
are heedful 
not to press down 
too far 
the kind of bite 


a cat might give 
when it wants 
to play. 
Today 
he is going to 
think 
what he's tried never to 
think 
through. 
His tongue 
tipping his father's 


back 


penis 


the lips consoling it 
like women 
who've been watching at a cross 
and who now 
gather 
the crucified one 
in their arms 
stroking 
not so much as to 
take the wound away 
(that miracle!) 
as to set 
beside its great suffering 
a little 
of the gentleness 
of the world. 
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FORBIDDEN 


Mary Magdaiene 


Mary 


What if he could 
invite his father 
down 
into the darkness 
. that begins at the mouth 
and descends 
the whole length of a body. 
Father 
saying aloud 
what he'd never risked 
considering 
before, a thought 
terrible 
not because it’s so wrong 
so against nature 
but because 
it seems So natural 
the 
mouth 
pressing against 
alt 
it’s drawn to. Father 
father 
He wants 
to 
swaliow 
the words 
pull them down 
past speech 
past meaning 
breathe tn 
his father’s 
smell, 
sex 
suck 
him down into his own arteries 
let the corpuscles 
buzz around 
puzzle over 
what is 
forbidden, 
the mystery 


to parts of him 


handed over 


that have never tasted light 
that know nothing 
of father 
and son. 
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WHO COULD VOU HAVE 


T 0 i D Think of the boy you were at fifteen 


and you want to warn him, 
a kid on a Trailways bus 
hunched in the back seaf 
he always sought, the coilar of his leather jacket up 
(not because it was cold 
but because kids looked tough 
that way). You. Pretending 
it was no big deal 
a man’s arm was draped over your shoulder. 
There'd been plenty of other seats 
but the man had chosen one 
right next fo you. And wouldn't stop talking. 
He smelted of something older and more secret 
that you'd ever been close fo. 
Fighting forest fires was no easy job, 
he said. Ali he wanted now was a bath. 
Yes, you said. Sounds good. You'd been on the road 
a day and a night. And then 
It was as if he were peeling a wrapper 
off a cigarette pack - 
with about as much interest 
as someone might take in lighting up. 
You are stilt trying to remember the precise moment 
you gave in, his hands 
started in a different direction 
than his words. You couldn't match 
the face in the window 
with what was happening 
under the coat he'd draped over both your /aps. 
You didn't want anyone to notice, 
not the heavy-set woman with her Filene’s bags, 
not the elderly man with his uniit pipe, 
not the driver. 
You wanted them to go on looking away 
as you did, afterwards, in the terminal 
when your father greeted you. 
You braced your duffelbag in front of you, 
hid the stains with your raincoat, 
leaned against the old Buick's window 
and were grateful for the dark inside the car. 
How was your trip? your Dad asked. 
i am proud of you, son, | 
he said, Going such a jong distance at your age 
and all by yourself. 


il 
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by Lani Ka’ahumanu 


When Kerry Lobel called me at home the week before this 
last November's Creating Change Conference I didn’t even 
think twice. Even though Id only talked with her a couple of 
times during the previous year's conference, we chatted like 
old friends. When I congratulated her on her new position as 
Executive Director of the National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force (NGLTF), she thanked me and segued into congratu- 
lating me. The Task Force was honoring me for me for my 
longtime service to the bisexual, transgender, lesbian, and gay 
community. Needless to say, I was speechless and deeply 
moved, and thanked her. 


One of my first thoughts after I hung up was “Well I guess 
I'm no longer the lesbian who fell from grace!” Then in the 
very next moment, the image of Sally Field accepting her 
Oscar flashed across my mind! “You like me, you really like 
me.” I laughed 
out loud, and was 
embarrassed at 
the same time. | 
The truth is ii 
though, even if I Gaia 
am distanced and a 
philosophical 9 
now about my 
bisexual coming- | 
out process in | 
1980, the loss of & 
so many lesbian 3 
friends and my @ 
political activist 
community cut 


a the 





James Green, Kris Roehiing, Stephanie Berger, Alexei Gure 
with Richard Socarides, ex-gay and lesbian liason to the W 





What do 2,000 queer activists do every 
year the weekend after November 
elections? It’s a conference, put on by 
the NGLTF, and the workshops 
arent the only reason to show up. 
Bisexuals and transgenders have been 
making history with the mainstream 


les-gay movement the last few years. 


very deep. Unlike my life-affirming and supportive lesbian 
coming-out process in 1976, my second coming out was iso- 
lating, painful and confusing. Being a bisexual meant I was a 
traitor, meant I was no longer trustworthy, meant I was on 
the outside looking in. So one of the big fat truths about my 
being honored by NGLTF for 20+ years of BGLT activism 


and organizing is, I felt an incredible sense of coming home. 


This was my fifth annual trek to Creating Change. Held each 
year in a different city, I’ve been hooked since my first con- 
ference, when I realized that Creating Change itself is an 
organizing tool which can be used to put the move into our 
movement. There is nothing like being in the company of 
2,000+ activists and organizers from around the country. 
Prime time networking, and some of the best flirting 
you ll find anywhere. What is also true is this conference is a 
mixed bag. While 
highs are 


Boe a en me UN really really high 
ge Pl ee ye 3 | and progress is 


op Bes waa Ae 
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i 
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tangible, the lows 
really suck big 
ones (and not 
in a good way). 
Biphobia, trans- 
phobia, sex, race 
and class issues, 
ageism, and Vir- 
ginias sodomy 
laws. Even in the 
company of some 
of the most pro- 





n, Yosenio Lewis — the bi/trans folk who spoke 
hite House. 
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gressive activists, people can shut down with fear and have 
major turf and scarcity issues flare up. When I encounter that 
kind of resistance I always want to say, “Hey, if you are resist- 
ing the revolution(s) around you, why come to a conference 


titled Creating Change?”! 


On Thursday night a group of transgender and bisexual peo- 
ple gathered in a hotel room to plan the historic meeting with 
the gay and lesbian liaison to the White House, Richard 
Socarides. This was also an opportunity to talk about the 
unbelievably ignorant and hurtful remarks that were made by 
some of the attendees, the workshop and the pre-conference 
institute facilitators. I suggested that we organize a speak -out 
at the plenary just before the main keynote speech on 
Saturday. We would have a large captive audience and their 
focused attention. Several years earlier, a group of LGBT 
queer youth had come forward and had orchestrated a very 
effective and moving speak-out that had an incredible impact 
on those assembled and on future conferences. The timing 
for this action felt right to me. 


I volunteered to ask Kerry for the floor time to make a pub- 
lic statement and we (Shannon Minter of the National 
Center for Lesbian Rights”; Dominique Leslie, _ bisexual 
MtF transgender AIDS activist: Gerard Palmieri, 
BiNet USA activist; Mark Silver, editor of Anything That 





Moves; James Green, 
Yosenio Lewis, 
Shadow Morton and 
Marcus de Maria 
Arana of FTM 
International, Inc.; 
Marcella Bucknam, 
Regional Organizer 
of BiNet USA: 
HIV/AIDS educator 
and theater director 
Cianna Stewart; 
Stephanie Berger, 
Kris Roehling and 
Alexei Guren, 
National Co-coordi- 
nators of BiNet 
USA) brainstormed 
the tone of the state- 
ment and the points 
we wanted to make. 
James and Shadow took our ideas and left to write up the first 
draft. Dominique and Gerard came forward to read and 
Cianna suggested that Jennifer Haejin Kim, a Korean- 


“We would 
have a large 
captive 
audience 
and their 

focused 
attention.” 
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TRANSGENDERED & PROUD! 


AND WE VOTE! 





am volunteer coordinator for the Fairness 
Campaign, a queer civil rights organization in 
™. Louisville, Kentucky. I use the word queer inten- 
, tionally. It used to be the only way to use inclusive lan- 
guage without getting anyone all riled up. I came out as a 

bi activist at Creating 

onan , manne Change in 1995. Most of 
Ree cue bye sk _ ™% my fellow Fairness folks 
perspective: = were amazed that the 
ee 8 ~ committed volunteer for 
Nance lesbian. and guy viek 

f* » ® they knew was not, in 


fe 00 dman } fact, a lesbian, despite 








my very obvious previ- 
ous marriage and child. It 
felt like a huge and risky step to merely put an ATM stick- 
g ¢r on my conference folder. Everyone who noticed it asked 

- me about it, and I was quite reticent to bring up the issue. 





All this changed with the 1996 Creating Change. I had 
personally grown from the quiet volunteer to a paid staff 
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member who made no bones about my bi leatherdyke . 


self. In our organization, inclusion had become, at least, 
something paid lip service to. The conference, however, © 
was an eye-opening event for many of my fellow Fairness 
folks. I don’t think anyone there had ever seen so many | 
queer, bi and trans people stand up in front of a group of : 


activists and demand to have our contribution honored. : 


Being vocally present at the conference (some might say : 


loud, or pushy) made my coworkers in the Fairness fight § 


see that bitrans inclusion was not merely a matter of the | 
current PC language. It was visual proof that we're here, | 


we re doing the work. And we've been here all along. 


Two years ago, when our legislation went before the Board : 
of Aldermen, the word bisexual was withdrawn as too con-. a 


troversial. The word trangender wasn’t even in the discus- : 
sion. This year, a lesbian spoke up at the table during our : 
language discussion and said “Parts of our community are § 
not bargaining chips.” Standing up, and speaking out, : 
changed the view of my fellow activists. You know, it’s stil! : 
all about education, 
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ave you ever had one of 
| those moments? You kno 
| — where you feel poised on 
the edge of sémething much bigger 
than yourself, like when you're looking 
at one of those places that isn’t tangible 





or visible, like the Grand Canyon or 
the ocean. Each year I attend Creating 
Change, I experience such a moment. 


The first year I experienced this con- 
ference was in 1995 in Detroit, and | 
was one of two FtM’s present. I was 


received well by most, and made lots of 


connections to folks who work as hard 
or harder than myself to change this 
world. I also came home with my bat- 
tery recharged. 


This year’s conference was a whole new 
jig, but it was still hard. However, 
there were several more FT'M’s at this 


conference! 


I've been a gay activist for eighteen of 
my 35 years — first as a lesbian, later as 
a gay man. As I evolved, so did my pol- 
itics. In the beginning, I was fighting 
for women’s visibility within the gay 
movement. Once I began my transi- 
tion, I naturally began to speak out 
about transsexual visibility within the 
queer community. 


These past two years have been uplift- 
ing in the sense that I have actually 


witnessed NGLTF’s support of 


bisexuals and transgenders. It’s not § 
perfect, but let’s give credit where cred- | 
it is due. There are those who are lis- | 
tening to us, advocating for us, joining 
us in our demonstrations, and putting 
their necks on the line and speaking 
out for us! J don’t know of any other 
organization that works on a national 
level that is doing any of this. Regional 
and local chapters of different organi- 
zations are leading the way, of course, 
but national organizations are always 
slower to move and more resistant to 


change. 


But then the name of the NGLTF'’s 
conference is Creating Change. It’s 
great to see an organization’ss actions 
reflect its mission. Maybe the Human § 
Rights Campaign should sit up and § 
pay attention. 4 
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American bi dyke youth activist from | 


Atlanta, also be a speaker. With minor 
suggestions from those present, Cianna 
took on the task of giving the statement a 
final tweak with her professional eye for a 
dramatic presentation in three parts. 


When I talked with Kerry Lobel about 


what bi and trans folks were dealing with, 


and that we wanted time to speak out dur- | 


ing the main plenary, she agreed without 
hesitation. On Saturday, out-going 
Executive Director Melinda Paras intro- 





Gerard Palmieri | Doreaieas Leslie, and Jennifer Haejin 
Kim at the podium inviting everyone to support transgen- 
der and bisexual peoples. 


Wave upon wave of bisexual, trans- 
gender and intersexed people came 
forward. The steady flow of people 
inspired and gave courage to others 
| who then stood up and joined the 
rising tide. Numbers beyond our 
wildest dreams! Twenty-five per- 
| cent of the people in the room were 
standing in the front facing the 
audience who by then were giving 
us a Standing ovation. 


Dominique: In spite of NGLTF’s 
efforts, we have been marginalized, 


duced the representatives from the bisexual and transgender 
community. 


Dominique: The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force has 
proactively and powerfully emphasized that the issues of the 
bisexual and transgender communities are the issues of the gay 
and lesbian communities. We would like to acknowledge the 
NGLIF staff for thetr inclusionary efforts. And we would like to 
let you see who we are. Would ail the bisexual, transgender and 
intersexed people in the room please come forward so that we can 
all see you? 


(10-15 seconds silence) 


scapegoated, and felt prejudice against us during this conference. 
During many of the workshop sessions and institutes, bisexual, 
transgender, and tntersexed people have been silenced or ignored. 
This weekend, by other activists, bisexual men have been accused 
of spreading AIDS. This weekend, by other activists, transsexu- 
al people have been accused of being heterosexual assimilationists. 
This weekend, by other activists, bisexual women have been 
asked to identify themselves as lesbians or not include themselves 
in the group. Our queer identities have been denied, overlooked, 
and dismissed. 


Gerard: In one session, a bisexually rdentified transsexual man 
asked why the presenter did not include bisexual and transgender 
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Pe HRC can change its name to 
» the Assimilated Gay and Lesbian 
| Campaign! 


Al am excited and scared about the 
_ upcoming changes that I believe we will 
@ be facing in the next ten years. 


| I am scared because there are so many 
i) people within this multi-faceted com- 
| munity who are unwittingly, or with 


™” full knowledge, aiding the conservative 


right-wingers to divide us as a queer 


“y/ community. I say to those conservatives 


| within our movement, if you think that 
| you have the right to look down upon 
§ any human being and choose what 
"rights belong to them or not — turn 
| around and take a look at the human 
@ being who is doing the same thing to 
| you! People are going to have to find 
) their courage and stand up for them- 


hasn’t had to in a very long tme. And 
we watch too many of our own people 
bury their heads in the sand and say, “It 
isnt my problem.” 


I am excited because I watch people in 
organizations like NGLTF, BiNet 
USA, FIM International, and 
Transsexual Menace working together, 
even though they may not always agree 
with each other. I watch people in these 
organizations seek each other out to 
educate themselves about who they are, 
not just what they are. Our shared real- 
ity of gender non-conformity is our 
greatest asset! As long as we can con- 
tinue to speak our truth to the world, 
and draw strength from each other in 
that truth, I believe we can help the rest 
of our queer communities see how 
much they are a part of gender non- 
conformity as well! 


Have we not proven by the contin- 


uing conflicts within our society that | 
ignoring our neighbors’ injuries only § 
invites the injufy to ourselves? When 
do we finally realize that we have to § 
start looking at this planet as our neigh- § 
borhood? I hope we answer these ques- § 


tions before it’s too late. 


«, selves in a way the queer community 


people in his presentation. Rather than respond, the presenter 
thanked the transman for his question, then turned away and 
said, “But I just noticed some of my friends have arrived, and I 
think it is tmportant for me to say hello to them.” When he was 
challenged further, the presenter said that it was not his issue. 


Dominique: During a workshop on custody issues, a bisexual 
woman identified herself and her custody issues during the intro- 
ductions, and was told that the session would not address the cus- 
tody issues of bisexual or transgender people. She felt that she was 
being asked to leave, so she did. 


Jen: During the youth sessions, I identified myself as a Korean- 
American bi-dyke queer, and was told that the people of color 
institute had happened the day before, and we were to leave those 
issues at the door. When I attended the queer youth of color insti- 
tute, the facilitators included only lesbian and gay when they 
were speaking. I felt as if I had been denied the right to be pre- 


sent. 


Gerard: In another workshop, a transsexual man of color was 
attempting to illustrate his experience of racism by tying it to his 
gender issues. He was cut off in mid-sentence and told that by 
bringing up gender, he was diverting the discussion away from 
racism. 


Dominique: The NGLTF has been incredibly supportive 
throughout this conference, and were generous in giving us this 
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time to speak out. Those of you who have supported us in the past, 
those of you who have spoken up for us when we were not present 
or were unable to speak for ourselves, and those of you who have 
said the words “bisexual and transgender” during this conference, 
we now invite you to stand up and be visible to us, as we have 
been visible to you. 


Gerard: We would like all of you who are still seated to consid- 
er this challenge: The people standing around you have had the 
courage to acknowledge our presence in our queer community. 
Lhey have come to understand that we have been named by our 
common enemtes. We ask all of you who are seated to remember 
to say the words “transgender and bisexual,” to learn to under- 
stand our issues as your own, to speak out for us as we have ail 
spoken out for you. Please show your solidarity with bisexual, 
transgender, and intersexed people who are Jighting for the rights 
of all queer people, and stand with us now. 


Yes, a few people remained seated, but for anyone in that 
room, especially those of us who were standing, our lives and 
our sense of community has been forever transformed. Yes, 
the challenges and opportunities of Creating Change puts 
the “move” in this movement of ours. And as far as the 
awards ceremony on Sunday — what can I say, the confer- 
ence wasn't over til the bisexual got her award. 

Lani Ka‘ahumnu is an HIV educator and longtime bi activist in 
San Francisco. 


} naire Eddie Kaufman, caught plotting the revolution § 
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by Lauragct ans 


Pidcrtacornced 
Vask Force 


Ad-hoc addition to the plenary podium at 
Creating Change. 


Statement of Inclusion 





AA\ 
Q De the undersigned local, regional and national leaders 
advocate the visible inclusion of Bisexual and Transgender people. 
In doing this, we recognize their valuable participation in the 
political process. Transgender and Bisexual people vote, donate 
money, run for office, get elected and serve the public. The 1996 
election victory is a credit to all of our hard work and participation. 


Furthermore, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
have common issues and common enemies. 


The Right is not exclusive in their hateful campaigns. Transgender and 
Bisexual people are called out by name and targeted for attack. 
Bisexual and Transgender people are also not protected under 

federal law. We support the inclusion of Transgender and Bisexual 
issues in all aspects of local, state and national agendas that address 

the civil rights of Gay and Lesbian people. 


We take this opportunity to affirm our commitment 
to champion the rights of all people 

and to defeat those who would deny basic 
civil rights and human dignity to anyone 
on the basis of sexual and gender 
orientation and identity. 











AND 
BISEXUAL | 
AND 


. Transgender includes transsexuals, 


cross—dressers, and intersexed people 
i | 


ha, 


The Statement of Inclusion (left) was 
signed by more than 200 queer 
activists and organizations, includ- 
ing: 


International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission (IGLHRC): National Latino/ 
Latina Lesbian and Gay Organization 
(LLEGO); National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force (NGLTF); FTM International; The 
National Bisexual Nework of the USA (BiNet 
USA); Children of Lesbians and Gays 
Everywhere (COLAGE); GenderPAC: Kerry 
Lobel, executive director, NGLTF; UMOJA 
Strategy Group, Black Queer Activists; Julie 
Dorf, executive director, IGLHRC; Martin 
Ornelos-Quintero, executive director, National 
LLEGO; Steve Lew, President's Advisory 
Council on HIV/AIDS; Shannon Minter, 
National Center for Lesbian Rights; Jon 
Huggett, President & CEO, PlanetOut, Scott 
W. Walton, executive director, Digital Queers; 
Karen Wickre, co-founder and board member, 
Digital Queers; Cliff Arneson, president, New 
England Gay Lesbian Bisexual Veterans; Gay 
Men of African Descent; David Scondras, for- 
mer Boston City councilor, Keith Kron, Office 
of Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian, Transgender 
Concerns, Unitarian Universalist Association; 
the Rev, Dr. Mel White, Minister of Justice and 
Reconciliation, Universal Fellowship of 
Metropolitan Community Churches; Hank 
Tavera, co-chair, LLEGO California; Rick 
Hauptman, California Democratic Party 
Computer Caucus; Beth Zemsky, MAEd, 
LICSW, director, U of Minnesota LGBT 
Programs; Ann DeGroot, executive director, 
Gay Lesbian Community Action Council 
(GLCAC); Dyanthe McDougal, co-chair, 
TRIKONE, South Asian Lesbians and Gays; 
Elias Farajaje-Jones, bisexual queer theologian; 
Boyce Hinman, administrator, The Lambda 
Letters Project; Martha Knutzen, commission- 
er, SF Human Rights Commission & chair, 
LGBTAC; Miriam Ben-Shalom, U.S. Army 
veteran; Bob Basker, Alexander Hamilton Post 
448, American Legion; Gary Dotterman, 
Vietnam vet and human rights activist; and 
many, many more... 


ANTTHING THAT MOVES 








out as a female to male transsexual activist and to will- 
| ingly encounter confusion, frustration, and prejudice. 
' Then I remember my experiences at the 1996 National 
} Latino/Latina Lesbian and Gay Organization (LLEGO) 
| Conference in October and the 1996 National Gay and Lesbian 


| Task Force’s (NGLTF) Creating ae: Conference in 


November, and I know why I’m an 
® activist, a public figure. Both con- 
& ferences provided me with opportu- 
@ nities to recommit myself to the 
| movements in which I’m involved, | 
| and to meet some quite fine people | 
| who have taught me the true mean- : 
f ing of the word “ally.” 


i I heard Richard Socarides speak at | 
ithe LLEGO conference. Mr. 
© Socarides was the former White § 
' House Liaison to the lesbian and | 
" gay community. He took his title @ 
f very seriously, as during his 15+ | 
| minute speech, he never once used . 
e the words “bisexual,” “transgen- “Wg 


Photo by Laura Sachs 


§ dered” or “transsexual.” The deliberate oaenias was 5 just a bit 


» too much. | could no longer contain my anger and stood, hold- 
f ing my hand up in an effort to be noticed. Flush with anger and 
4 adrenaline, I called on the audience and the plenary speakers to 
| recognize that bisexuals, transsexuals, and transgendered people 
} were in the audience, constituted many of the volunteers and 
: that similar to the lesbians and gays Mr. Socarides spoke so elo- 
| quently about, also “paid taxes, were voters and died from 
; AIDS.” The appanee ecsosest 

i from the audience and ¢ 
i smiles of relief from my | 
@ peers encouraged me to * \.. 
| be vigilant throughout ie 
» conference. 


| Conference participants seemed to experience no discomfort as 
| they made statements such as, “You pass so well for a man try- 
| ing to be a woman,” or “I thought you were a real man, but you 
» don't have a penis.” Bisexuals were similarly objectified or sex- 
) ualized. Our collective anger culminated in my calling a Bisexual 
f and Transgendered People’s Caucus, where we decided to 
demand time at the closing ple- 
® nary to inform the “inclusive” 

| organization of just what we 
| had been experiencing. To 
| LLEGO’s credit, they gave us 
the time without hesitation. 
_ After I read my speech, Martn 
 Ornelos-Quintero, executive 
: director of LLEGO, chastised 
| himself and others for not upholding two of the underlying 
| themes of the conference, namely to be allies for each other and 





Issue #13 1997 


ometimes it’s difficult to remember why I chose to be 


raat change. oe 





" Conference participants seemed to experience no 
4 saaormaesed —* as ib —' so o well foram man y 


| interrupt oppression when it was happening. Since then | 
have had many contacts with Mr. Ornelos-Quintero and he has 


been consistent in truly being inclusive. 


The victory with LLEGO bolstered my confidence and I decid- 
ed to tackle the issue of Mr. Socarides. Luckily, I'd met some- 


one who was the New Mexico Lesbian and Gay State. 
Representative for the Clinton/ | : 


» Gore reelection campaign. She 
) had been 
| during my protest of exclusion 
; and invited me to the cam- 
@ paign headquarters to speak to 
| Mr. Socarides. I jumped at the 
# chance and went there, accom- 
_ panied by other transgendered 


© upshot of the meeting was that 
"} after much badgering by me, 
| Mr. Socarides agreed to meet 
= with a contingent of bisexuals 


EAS : —— a Change Conference, which was 
to baa dhe m sive the elections. I was completely shocked 


that a man who appeared not to even be able to utter the words § 
was now saying he was going to meet with bi and trans people. 


Persistence does pay oft! 


Creating Change seemed like a dream come true — 2,000 
activists “fighting the good fight” and knowing we all had to be 


a part of it. Yet not long after I arrived at the conference the § 


bighebia's and ennai’ became apparent, and it wasn’t long 


before yet another Bi and Trans Caucus was developed. Under 
the guidance of bisexual activist Lani Ka’ahumanu, we orga- 


nized a speakout that occurred during a plenary session. It was a @ 
powerful moment that invigorated me and helped prepare me § 


for the next hurdle — the meeting with Mr. Socarides. 


I think there was trepidation on both sides about what would § 
happen during the meeting. As it turned out, all of us who § 


attended learned quite a bit about each other’s points of view, 


and came away from the meeting better informed and recom- } 


mitted to fighting for nothing less than full inclusion. These 


experiences are the reason I’m out. And, more often than not, I § 
am encountering incredible joy, satisfaction and determination. § 


I'm encountering a true sense of being an ally and having allies 


who realize “their” fight is “our” fight and vice versa. And I'm § 
realizing that the bi and trans movements, while having some f 
differing components, are basically the same and we need to § 


work together. I’m realizing ... and that’s a good thing! 


in the audience § 


| people and by bisexuals. The | 


b and transgendered people dur- § 
} ing the NGLTF’s Creating 
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As our queer movements approach the turn of the millineum, our grass- 
roots have had an increasing effect on the direction of “our” national 
organizations. Melinda Paras has left the mantel of the National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force with Kerry Lobel. Do any of our queer national 


leaders have a truly inclusive and revolutionary vision? Loraine Hutchins 
finds out about Kerry... 


| | | 


ANYTHING THAT MOVES 


Loraine Hutchins: 


Was bisexuality ever a stage for you? 


Kerry Lobel: Absolutely. In 1970 when I 


was in high school the first person 


I ever knew who was “out” was a bisexual woman. I thought 
she was so brave. People were both fascinated and mean. I 
often wonder what happened to her. She was very risk-tak- 
ing for that time, or any time for someone in high school, 


but especially then. 


When I was 19 I actually had my first sexual experience and 
relationship with a woman. | didn’t know what it meant. I 
spent a period of time trying to figure out whether I was a les- 
bian, or straight. I had 

lots of relationships 

with both women and 

men, and felt very com- 

fortable with both. At 

the time I came out the 

people I knew were not | 
identifying as bisexual. 

Had I come out at a 
different time I don’t 
know how I might have 
identified. People were 
either one or the other, | 
and bisexuals were | 
fence-sitters, not will- @ 
ing to choose. I felt I 
had chosen to be a les- @ 
bian. 


L: You don’t feel you 
were born a lesbian? 


K: No, I don’t. That puts me at great odds with many 
people who think you are born something. That's not to say I 
might not have been born a lesbian. When I came out in 1972 
that was not the language lesbians used, so I didn’t think about 
it. Then when doing lesbian political work the issue of bisex- 
ual women came up over and over and over again. It wasn’t 
until Bi Any Other Name that | felt there was someone who 
had satisfactorily looked at the issues related to bisexuality in a 
clear, political, practical way. Your anthology really helped me 
move into a different place, both in terms of how I treat other 
people and also myself. The book was a very big gift to me. 
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Karty rebel and BiNet USA national ci coordinator Kris Roehling advertise their pamper for all to 
see, while past NGLTF Executive Director Melinda Paras simply lets her record speak for her. 


L: | know you come from the Domestic Violence movement 


but I don’t know what you know about bisexuals and domes- 
tic violence, how we often fall through the service cracks, find 
ourselves not welcome at the lesbian battering projects and 
also not welcome at the heterosexually-dominated ones either. 


What has been your experience? 


K: About 6-7 years ago, when I was chair of the National 


Coalition aon Domestic Violence (NCADV), the lesbian 
caucus said bisexuals 
were not welcomed. This 
almost guaranteed that 
bisexual issues were not 
going to be considered 
within the move to chal- 
me lenge homophobia and 
"=| make battered women’s 
: services accountable to 


F mail Of () by # i Ti fa Sac fs 


| When I edited the les- 
bian battering anthology, 
Naming The Violence: 
Speaking Out About 
Lesbian Battering, our 
editing committee had 
a strong bias against con- 
sidering bi women’s 
stories. People thought bisexuality was only related to the het- 
erosexual side, and bisexual women wouldn’t bring any unique 
problems or issues to the fore. 


During my time in the battered women’s movement, the 
women most known for bringing up bisexual issues were 
women sex workers. [hey were the most outspoken, saying, 
“Look, we have sex with women; we have sex with men. These 
are intimate relationships. Some of them are work relation- 
ships, some of them are not. You have to deal with this shit! I 
was battered by a woman, but this is the story with this man...” 
So I saw bisexual women were not getting services, and forced 
to choose between the lesbian and straight women’s group, or 
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discouraged by shelter staff from being visible as bisexual. | 
knew lesbians who said, “You don’t have to come out. You 
don't need the castigation or the shame, just stay with the het- 
erosexual group.” I don’t know that that’s changed. I don’t see 
that a lot has changed for lesbians, and certainly don’t think 
much has changed about lesbian abuse. So I don’t know why I 
would think issues related to bisexuality would have changed. 
L: Naomi Tucker, who served on the NCADV Board as secre- 
tary, told me when her book Bisexual Politics (Haworth Press, 
1995) came out, she had a difficult time sharing it with her 
friends in the domestic violence movement because the book 
was so celebratory and pro-sex. 

K: That's key. The battered women’s issue is so anti-sex, it is 


really hard to be part of it. Certainly for many years the 
feminist movement was very anti-sex too, so regard- 
less of how you identified yourself, if you were pro- 

sex, you were in deep shit. 


“l’m a 
woman, 
I’m a Jew, 
I’m a dyke. 
I’m the child 
of working- 
class parents. 
I can’t 
separate 
those pieces 
of myself 
out.” 


L: So, what did you learn from the feminist 
sex wars? (laughter) 


K: I learned that some of what I had 


thought to be true as a feminist was not 
necessarily so. The sex workers were 
tremendously expansive in terms of my 
being able to really think about issues 
related to sex in very fundamentally 
different ways. 


Sex work, as a concept, was key. And 
also that there were lesbians who were 
willing to talk about sex, and their sex- 

ual behaviors. SM women were key 

because they were talking about sex, too. 

I came from a time when nodody talked 

about their sexual relationships. I didn’t 

know anybody to whom I could say, “This is 

what I’m into, what are you into? This is a prob- 

lem I'm having, what do you think? This happened 

to me and I feel funny about it...” That whole sexual 

part of me, and in the lives of so many women I knew, was 

not acceptable. The political part was fine. But, that you would 

have relationships where intimacy was a problem, where sex 

wasn't working, where you weren't having an orgasm, where 

you werent having sex with your long-time girlfriend. No, 
nobody was talking about that. 


So in my view, the fact that people were having fights about 
whether you should or shouldn’t talk about sex put everything 
in perspective. I was buying into a system that encouraged peo- 
ple not to talk about sex which was really harmful. For me there 
was a connection between battering and the silence. Lesbians, 
and bisexual women, too, were not talking about abuse because 
we hadn't created a safe place for people to talk. When we did, 
and the first stuff about lesbian battering came out, there was 


20 


resistance to characterizing this behavior as abuse. That was 
part of the war too. I thought it was very revealing where 
people's personal agendas and comfort levels were in being out 
as lesbians, or bisexuals, or gay men. This was the beginning of 
ripping down the final closet, a very important time. The sex 
wars opened a door for women to really look at their sexuality. 


L: The struggle for me is how do we apply our feminist theory, 


how do we educate. I may feel comfortable about my sexuality 
personally, privately. But politically that is much harder to 
speak to. Do I feel articulate enough to talk about how sex work 
is exploitative, and also something powerful that women use to 
support themselves and get more in touch with their sexuality? 
Do I feel comfortable talking about the contradictions in SM — 
how it perpetuates the distresses in our society, but also 
illuminates them? It’s very hard. 


K: Yes, it is hard, because it means taking a lot of risk. There 
are many ways in which the HIV/AIDS epidemic forced peo- 
ple like me to become more comfortable talking about sex and 
sexuality. If anyone had told me I would be known in Arkansas 
as the one person who knew everything about every kind of sex 
and whether it was safer than another kind, I wouldn’t have 
believed them. Yet I was going to prisons and going to college 
campuses talking about sex and the sexual experiences they 
were having and breaking it down. This work provided a 
tremendous opportunity to talk about sex and sexuality that 
I, and many other people, would never have had or done oth- 
erwise. 


As much as it also created an environment where other people 
couldn't feel they were sex-positive, in other communities it 
was the first time ANY discussion of sex had ever happened. 
Those are the tensions you are talking about. How do you raise 
them clearly? A very interesting dance. 


L: I want to talk about the broader liberation agenda beyond 
identity politics. I know identity politics are important to pre- 
serve so there are distinct groups who know what their separate 
values and agendas are, and so are then able to work with other 
groups. I also know that I can’t stand people who use queer as 
a way to not talk about lesbian, or not to talk about bisexual or 
transgender or gay. I know this also must be something you 
struggle with in your own work. 





Kerry awards Lani Ka’ahumanu NGLTF’s Community Service Award 
during the 1996 Creating Change Conference. 
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Kerry Lobel, giving fluidly ambiguous messages between the Transgender 
Menace t-shirt and the big label over her head. 





K; ‘T'remendously so. Before coming to NGLTF my primary 


identity work was sexual identity, women. The primary identi- 
ty now is sexual orientation, and it has been a challenge. As you 
say, identity politics are important in terms of forming our own 
sense of culture and belonging, but our struggle has to be for 
social justice. Our agenda has to be a much larger equality 
agenda. Every one of us has to be able to bring our full selves 
to the table. I’m a woman, I’m a Jew, I’m a dyke. I’m the child 
of working class parents. ] can’t separate those pieces of myself 
out. NGLTF’s best work, and my own best work politically, 
has been when I've created a space where people can bring their 
full selves to the table to work for social change. 


Sometimes identity has been the way. Sometimes an issue has 
been the way. Sometimes a problem has been the way. But 
sometimes our identity politics have served to keep‘us isolated. 
So, while it’s important for us to maintain our individual iden- 
tities, I think we have to be willing to understand no one has 
‘Just one.’ Different ones of us emphasize different identities, 
but there has to be a commitment to move everyone forward. 
That's what drives me, and what has fueled every piece of work 
I've done. I want to create a society where everyone can do what 
it is they need to do to have full lives. To do this we have to 
completely re-structure our society. Often identity politics 
stands in opposition to social transformation. I’m not working 
so gay people can be just like everyone else. ] don’t want to be 
like everyone else. I don’t want to live in a world that looks like 
it does right now. I respect people who want to fit in, but that’s 
just not me, that’s not my political work. I don’t want to assim- 
ilate. | want to change the world, to transform it. 


L: How is bi/trans inclusion affecting your relationship with the 
Human Rights Campaign (HRC) and other groups, since 
you're the one taking the lead? 

K: The senior staff of HRC and NGLTF had a day-long 


meeting back in the spring. We'd never met to be able to know 
who we were talking with on the phone, to be able to know 
who is in our parallel jobs. That was very important. There’s a 
lot of competition down the block and between our two 
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groups. Our donors create and foster some of it. We're encour- 
aged to compete. Our boards have very little to do with each 
other. 


We've had to deal with bi/trans inclusion head-on already, 
because of these theme-focused inaugural balls. In 1992 there 
was a Gay and Lesbian Inaugural Ball, co-hosted by HRC, the 
Task Force, and the Gay and Lesbian Victory Fund. This year 
when we got the first draft of the “Gay and Lesbian Inaugural” 
invitation, we said, “Where is the “bisexual and transgender 
people are welcome to attend,’ or the tag-line that talks about 
our entire community being there?” 


We had to be pretty tough about it. Our colleagues were much 
more reluctant to go there. We said, “We’re not happy with it 
being called a Gay and Lesbian Inaugural” on the cover, 

but we can live with it saying “A Triangle Ball to cel- 

ebrate the gay and lesbian and bisexual and trans- 

gender community.” Our compromise was to 
put the phrase, “a historic event in celebration 
of the GLBT communities” on the host 
committee page of the invitation. 


L: Yeah. The cover said “Gay and 
Lesbian,” the inside two pages of copy 
said “Gay and Lesbian,” the ticket 
itself said “Gay and Lesbian,” the full- 
page ad in the Blade said “Gay and 
Lesbian,” and it was billed as “gay and 
lesbian” in the media advisory your 
coalition put out. 


“NGLTF’s 
best work, 
and my own 
best work 
politically, has 
been when I’ve 
created a space 
K: I know. I'm understanding more of where people 
what you all have been going through COM bring their 


now. But as in a lot of coalition work, re | 
even though it feels like one step forward fi ull se lves 
to the 


and two steps back, it is one step farther 
99 
table... 





along than we were before, and that’s what I 

want to appreciate. We're persistently raising 
bisexual and transgender issues; we are not giving 
up. You can count on me to raise bi and transgender 


inclusion when I give NGLTF’s welcoming speech at the 
Inaugural Ball. 

L: | hope you do. People are upset! It’s crazy, and more insult- 
ing to put it in in that double-message way, than mor at all. The 
message is ambivalent and confusing, and feels hostile to me. 
Like people in the gayristocracy don’t get it at all. 

K: | just want to emphasize it takes small steps. Small steps 
built one upon the other. We're not giving up. Bisexual and 
transgender people are part of us, and we'll work to make sure 
everyone understands, until the connections are clear. 


Next Issue Part 2: Kerry talks out about same-sex marriage, 
polyamory and the right; sptrituality; and tncluston strategies. 
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by KimBoo York 


ating men is not unusual; gay guys do it, straight 
women do it, and bis do it. I do it, and I love it. In 

fact, I love it so much I started dating one guy 
steady: Now I find myself, a flaming bi, in an ostensibly 
“straight” relationship. While I adore him and enjoy our 
fledgling intimacy, | am unsure of how this affects my per- 
ception of myself. 





Face it: being bi is easy when you are single. Date a guy one 
week, a girl the next. Voila, you are a bisexual! But entering 
into a committed relationship can muck up such a pretty pic- 
ture; it certainly did for me. 


Now I am coming to the conclusion that any relationship 
will typecast me as anything but bi. If I were dating a girl, 
then sure enough, all my lesbian friends and family would 
nod approvingly and tell me how happy they were I was 
finally coming to terms with my lesbianism. Dating a guy, I 
get the same attitude from straights. 


It is almost to the point where, just to preserve my bisexual 
identity, I try to hide the fact that I am in a relationship of 
any kind. This is not very fair to my significant other, and by 
God, it is not very fair to me. But I have a hard time admit- 
ting that my sexuality is not defined by who | am currently 
sleeping with, but by my whole personality and character. 


F hat upsets me is looking at my life and realizing 
how “straight” I have made it. This is not the 

' W  lifestyle I know, nor want. I enjoy being queer, 
having queer friends, and being out as all get-out, and I am 
thrown by my own sudden assimilation into the mainstream. 
Worse than feeling abandoned — I don’t — is the feeling 
that I am jumping ship. Am I really bi? 
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Of course I am. My local bi community is supportive, since 
most of them have gone through the same situation, and 
they do their damndest to try to remind me that I am, at 
heart, a dirty old woman. Perhaps I should show greater for- 
titude of character, but I still need hand-holding to reassure 
me that though I may talk the talk, I have also spent my 
whole life walking the walk. What is it with me, that after 
being raised queer, living my life as an unrepentant bisexual, 
and now working for a local gay/lesbian newspaper, that I am 
having to go back and do the “coming to terms with myself” 
drama all over again? 


It is unfair, to a degree, that gays and lesbians and straights 
never have to deal much with sexual identity, once they have 
come to terms with their orientation. Bisexuals, on the other 
hand, are constantly coming up face-to-face with the ques- 
tion: Well, what am I? 


While most of the time our battles are public, as we fight for 
acceptance, or interpersonal, as we reveal our orientation to 
loved ones and family, we also often undergo tremendous 
personal identity problems every time we become “involved” 
with anyone. 


The issue is about what a bi lifestyle is. Our community 
argues this question constantly, and I refuse to enter the fray 
at that level. But what I am having to learn, and what is 
hardest, is defining a bi lifestyle that applies to me. And my 


Buy- 


KimBoo York ts a new author to Anything That Moves, and this is her 
first submission to our magazine. She is a reporter for Watermark, a /es- 
bian/gay publication in Florida. 
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Who Says Bisexuals Cant Be Monogamous? 


by Julie White 


Arent you afraid shell 
leave you for aman?” 


y partner Tanya can barely contain her laughter 





,, when asked this by someone who has just learned 
that | am bisexual. She knows that our commitment 
to each other is far deeper than this question presumes. 


Like monogamous monosexuals, | am attracted to other peo- 
ple, but I choose to be with only one person. In our current 
society, | prefer to be in a same-sex relationship, which offers 
more intimacy and equity than would be possible for me with 
a man. In a world not constructed by gender hierarchy, that 
wouldn't be the case. But I identify as bisexual now, not only 
because of my emotional and sexual attractions, but also for 
the future I envision, in which gender will be 
seen for the social construct it is. 


Tanya and I have explored many of 
the ideas and feelings raised by 
non-monogamous relationships. 
In fact, both of us respect and 
admire those we know who are 
committed to the principles of 
polyamory/non-monogamy. 
Like bisexuality, polyamory 
challenges the monogamy that 
is so revered, and often so limit- 
ing, in our society. | welcome any 
concept, identity, or way of living 
that expands our notions of ways to 


form relationships and families. 


For many reasons, though, we have chosen to be monog- 
amous. For one thing, raising children, working full time, vol- 
unteering, maintaining enriching friendships, and dedicating 
time and energy to our relationship just about fills our days. 
But more significantly, as a result of our intellectual, emotion- 
al, spiritual, and sexual compatibility and connectedness, we 
have achieved great intimacy and trust in our relationship. We 
have chosen to put our energies solely into maintaining and 
developing the intimacy that we share. 


And what we share is incredible. 

















Frankly, if | 
were in a relationship 
where | couldn't experience my 
bisexuality through role-playing, 
fantasy, sex toys, and so on, | 
probably wouldn’t want to 

commit to monogamy. — 


omewhat unexpectedly, my bisexuality has actually 
enriched our relationship in many ways. For one thing, 
it has opened us up to explore our gender identity. 
Tanya, a lesbian who once said she wouldn't have a relation- 
ship with a bisexual, now says it seems so obvious that a bisex- 
ual woman is precisely right for her. As a bisexual, I respond 
to both male and female energy. Tanya, who exhibits many 
characteristics typically considered masculine, has felt in other 
relationships (with lesbians) that she had to mask her male 
energy, that it was something shameful. I, on the other hand, 
embrace both her maleness and her femaleness. With my 





encouragement, she has expressed male aspects of her gender 
identity that she hadn't expressed before. With her encourage- 
ment, so have I! 


In our lovemaking (and in our emotional life outside of the 
bedroom), we are often able to experience a freedom from gen- 

der. In our minds, we can be and do anything we 
want. lf we can imagine it, we can do it. We 
can be two men together, two women, 
one of each. We can fuck with our 
minds and hearts in ways that aren't 
possible for us to fuck with our 


bodies. 


ccording to one lecturer 





on bisexuality, bisexual 
~ identities are experi- 
enced non-sexually in monog- 
amous relationships, since mono- 
gamy by definition precludes sex 
with both a man and a woman. I 
disagree. 


When a woman straps on a dildo and anally 
penetrates her boyfriend, what kind of sex is that? 


When a lesbian couple watch gay male porn to get turned on, 
what kind of sex is that? 


When a man has sex with a pre-op MtF, what kind of sex is 
that? 


Frankly, if I were in a relationship where I couldn’t experience 
my bisexuality through role-playing, fantasy, sex toys, and so 
on, | probably wouldn’t want to commit to monogamy. 


ANYTHING “THAT MOVES 


I am no more and no less a bisexual in a lesbian relationship 
than Tanya is a lesbian in a bisexual relationship. 


he question typically directed at me is: Why do you 
“continue to identify as bisexual if you're truly in a com- 
mitted relationship? A more perinent and illuminating 
question would be: Why is my bisexuality perceived as prob- 
lematic? 






i 


ang 


When Tanya went in for her annual gynecological exam, she 
dutifully filled out the HIV-risk questionnaire, which asked, 
“Are you or your partner bisexual?” When she tried to discuss 
the inappropriate wording with her doctor who apparently 
hasn't gotten the message that it’s a particular set of behaviors 
— not a particular identity — that transmits the virus, her 
doctor replied that the question referred to “literal bisexuals.” 


We joked later about this phrase. Am I a literal bisexual or a 
metaphorical one? Is one a bisexual only during a sex act with 
at least one man and one woman simultaneously? For that 
matter, is one a heterosexual only during a sex act with some- 
one of the other sex? Is one lesbian or gay only during a sex act 
with someone of the same sex? 


The answer to the above. questions, of course, is no. Sexual 
identity is far too multidimensional to be based merely on the 
biological sex of one’s sexual partner(s). In a society that didn’t 
prioritize on the basis of sex, we wouldn't have the 
categories of sexual orientation that we have now. We might 
form identities, for example, based on the strength of our 
libido, or on common ideologies, or on emotional needs, or we 
might not have labels at all! 





ut for now, a bisexual identity is the best I have to 


» ) describe the many dimensions of my sexual, emotional, 
” political identity. And that’s just fine with my one and 
only partner, who welcomes not only my commitment to my 
relationship with her, but also my commitment to my bisexu- 


al identity. 


Julie White identifies with the following labels: queer, mother, lover, 
health educator, friend, bi-dyke, femme, vegetarian, dominant, writ- 
er, butch, activist, submissive. Sometimes all at once. She lives with her 
kids and her partner Tanya Smolinsky (who gave great insight and 
editorial assistance for this article) in western New York. She is 
involved professionally and personally in queer issues and activism. 
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Helen 


© We did not have a formal 


eg ceremony. I felt uncomfort- | 
= able with having a formal | 


© ceremony. The act of day-to- 
| day living 
© together signifies commit- 
| ment on a daily basis. 


[When we began dating,] I 
conceived of myself as a 
lesbian and so did Helen. I 
was determined to live 
monogamously, although this 
had not been my past rela- 
tionship pattern. 


Franc ine (i ) and Helen ¢ nt 





This period lasted for approximately eight years. At that | 


point in time, when trying to conceive a child with a male 


| friend, I discovered that I was truly bisexual. This con- 
| firmed a suspicion that I had for about 10 years. 


[Presently], we have an open-ended relationship, although 


/I am on the more open end, and Helen is on the more 


monogamous end of this relationship. 


Working it out is a continual process. My bisexuality is not 
an issue with my lover, but my desire to have emotionally 
close relationships that may or may not include sexuality, 


with people other than my primary partner is a continual | 


source of debate between us. We are working on the issues 
of jealousy and polyamory at this point in our relationship. 


Coning out as a bisexualyel have been-described as a 


atte 


“swinger.” There are s6 many myths-< about-bisexiials being 
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by M.E. Thompson 


t was Monday morning, and we were on break, 
, sitting as usual in the park across from the book- 
B store where we worked. Ducks quacked greet- 
Z ings to one another as they marched along the 
bank of the pond in the distance. Robin was 
—— me about her weekend, but all I could think was of run- 
ning my fingers through her wavy brown hair, nuzzling myself 
against her bare skin, bathing in the warmth of her scent. 


She took my lack of response to whatever she had just said as 
an indication of disapproval. “Your problem, Marcia,” she 
said, “is that you've been an old married woman too long.” She 
lit a cigarette and her smoky breath hung in the autumn air 
between us. 


I wasn't that old. I was only a decade older than she was. She 
was a sophomore at the university down the block, but some- 
times | felt old, much older than I was. Having a six-year-old 
and a husband can do that to you. 





I hadn*t told him about Robin. There was 


nothing to tell. | would never leave him 


- for her, even tf she could return my feel- 


ings, which I was sure she couldn't. What 
could I tell him? That I was infatuated 
with a girl at work? What was the point? 
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In her young eyes, | probably seemed ancient, motherly ... not 
just beginning the summer of my life, not vital or energetic, 
and certainly not sexy ... but I smiled anyway and bummed a 


clgarette. 


She dug for her pack and lighter in the pocket of her bookstore 
apron and went on with the detailed description of her date’s 
mediocre idea of sex —~ like bumbling blindly through 
uncharted forests, she embellished, like it was his first time —— 
and [ touched her hand as she offered me one of her menthol 
Marlboros. Her hand was as soft as down, the nails immacu- 
lately manicured in a burgundy polish, each finger tapering to 
a gentle point. ] wondered how many men she had jacked off 
with those hands, how many of their backs she had scratched 





Phences 


bloody with passion. ] was driving myself crazy. Jealousy 
reared up into my throat like a lioness searching for prey. 


I'd only got two puffs off the cigarette before she glanced at 
her watch. It was time to get back to work. 


x x 


» hat evening, the monotony of fixing another 

: i macaroni-and-cheese casserole, another can of 
green beans, another salad of tossed iceberg let- 

tuce and carrot slivers, the monotony of kissing my husband 
Chuck hello while our son Danny watched Animaniacs in the 
next room, the overall monotony of my life was eased by the 
Coors I sipped before dinner and the second one J had after 
dinner. The dishwasher clanked and shooshed in the back- 
ground as Chuck formulated questions to the answers on 


jeopardy. 1 cuddled next to him and thought about Robin. 


Chuck knew ] was bi; it was something we'd discussed at 
length before saying the “I dos. We agreed monogamy was 
the only way to have a marriage. I hadn't told him about 
Robin. There was nothing to tell. 1 would never leave him for 
her, even if she could return my feelings, which I was sure she 
couldn’t. What could I tell him? That I was infaruated with a 
girl at work? What was the point? 


It was like being in high school again, having crushes I was too 
afraid to act upon. Asking Jim to Bertie’s party when I want- 
ed to ask Ellen, Scared speechless that someone might notice 
the way I looked at her, or worse, that Elien would notice and 
spread the unforgivable truth about me. 


That night, laying in bed, staring up at the dark ceiling, I 
opened my mouth to tell him, just to get it out, to hear it aloud 
and hopefully dispel its power over me. She controlled my 
every waking moment, my imagination, my fantasies. Then 
Chuck's soft snores lumbered across the flannel sheets and I 
said nothing. I cuddled up in his arms and pulled his heat 
around me like a blanket. 


xa * 


he next day at the bookstore, as I unpacked the 
j new titles and prepared them for shelving, Robin 
appeared, reading the titles over my shoulder. 


“Mystic People, Mysite Places...” she read, “Saucers in the Skies: 
New Evutdence of UFOs ... 1 think Kimberly’s getting a little 


ANYTHING THAT MOVES 





ea ee 


flaky with all these New Age books,” referring to our book 
buyer. “Hey, here’s a good one. ... Reading Between the Lines: 
Paim Reading for Modern America.” 


“I know how to do that,” I said before I could stop myself. 


“You dor Have you been moonlighting as a fortune teller?” 
She stood so close I could smell the woodsy aroma of her 
cologne, the mix of coffee and cigarettes on her breath. 


“No, I just read a book about it once. It’s kind of interesting 
what they think they can tell about a person just by looking at 


the creases on their hands.” 
t 


Robin pulled up a chair, then stuck her hand out to me. “What 
does mine say?” My mind clouded with lust. Her palm wait- 
ed. I took her hand in mine, pulled it near for a better look. I 
couldn’t even come up with the names for the lines. Laugh 


lines? Heart lines? Life lines? My skin was sandpaper against 
her softness. 


“It’s been a long time,” J said apologeticaily. 


Robin shrugged and withdrew her hand. “Oh well.” She 
tapped the book. “Read up on it. Maybe we can try again 
another time.” She disappeared then as quickly as she had 
appeared, between Romance and Horror. I sat at the comput- 
er, surrounded by new titles, watching after her with the burn- 
ing of unrequited love pulsing through me. 


Another time, I — 





Mary Elizabeth Vicaspoawh is @ 1 wif and mother, a BEA graduate, and ts 
currently working on a novel. Her work bas appeared in Cactus Alley. 
She is also a past staff member of The Nebraska Review. 
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Kimberly & Michelle 


Michelle: We're non-monogamous. It 
seems like that’s what we both wanted, 
from the beginning. It’s complicated... 


Kimberly: For me, it has a lot to do with 
how 1 feel about love, relationships. 
There’s not a limit to how much love you 
can give out. I don’t want to inhibit the 
person | love from growing. 


Michelle: | think it has a idét to do with the 
whole issue of possession. When I've pre- 
viously been in relanonships where the 
person I was with wanted to be monoga- 
mous, it seemed to be based on fear and 
insecurity, or some sort of promise that we 
were always going to be together... I don’t 
really want to make a promise that I’m 
always going to be there because I know 
people change, feelings change. 


Kimberly: Part of the reason I want to have 
a nonmonogamious relationship is the idea 
of being able to give love without having to 
have it attached to some construct. It’s not 
giving only because you're sure it’s going to 
come back in this form. It’s love, not secu- 
rity. 

Michelle (to Kimberly): I don’t love you 
just because you love me. It’s not condi- 
tional.... It’s about knowing that you're 
going to grow throughout your life and 
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become a different person, and giving you 
that space. It’s not having to freeze you at 
the place where I first fell in love with you 
and keep you in that place. 


Kimberly: This is the first relationship 


where I’ve had strong feelings and com- — a 
mitment for someone and was non- | 4 


it’s hard to find both; an 


monogamous. 
seriousness and non-monogamy. . Most 
of our mutual friends identify as lesbiang. 
I've had a lot of people assume I’m,a 


2 pire. af cake. When jealousy, fear come 
ap we talk: about it. 
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lesbian and get upset when they find out a cone 


I’m br. 


Michelle: I think I’ve just been super-lucky 


in that I have friends who are super-sup- 
portive. Anyone who knows me knows 


that I’m bisexual. 


Kimberly: We support each other... Both 
Michelle and I think this is all a learrung 
experience, dealing with jealousy. We have 
ideas of how we want things to be, but we 
take things as they come up. The biggest 
thing for us is communication. It's not as if 
weve “been here, done that” — it’s an 
experiment. 


Michelle: I wouldn't say it’s an experiment. 
‘These are things we've both thought about 
before, but hadn't found someone who also 
believed in it. It’s not easy. It’s not like it’s 
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Kimberly: A lot of people trip out... 


Michelle: ... and a lot of times, we're 
explaining, this is how it works. They get 
confused — “I could never do that.” 


Kimberly: I believe in my heart of hearts it 
can work, and it can work better (than 
monogamy). 1 know TPH always be swim- 


ming upstream. 


Michelle: It’s not that we've stayed in love. 
It's that we've fallen in love over and over 


again. 
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A Primer on Open Relationships 


by Professor Ida Wantsome 


_ ood morning class. Welcome to Nonmonogamy 
“101. lam Dr. Wantsome, sexologist, herbal psy- 
E chiatrist, and muse. I'm here to teach you the 
E basics of this very fascinating subject of non- 





me monogamy. I’m sure some of you have heard of it, 
maybe have seen your parents or your fnends practice it, or are 
practicing it yourself. Either way, I’m here to guide you 
through the basics of nonmonogamy: definitions, structure, 
communications, and safer sex. The final exam will test how 
you can or will apply these concepts to your relationships. If 
this is not the class you bargained for, please exit quietly. 
Otherwise, pull out your notebooks and let's begin! 


| want you to remember throughout this 
course that you are free to define your 
relationships in any way that works for 
you. It’s something that you and your 
partners define for yourselves. 
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What is Nonmonogamy? 


Basically, nonmonogamy is the practice of being able to have 
more than one intimate relationship at a time. 


This arrangement has different definitions: This can mean 
dating more than one person at the same time, having one 
main partner and the freedom to date others (although it may 
not be happening right now), having two or more main part- 
ners, or simply being open to such possibilities. Non- 
monogamy gives you the potential to open the doors of your 
intimate life to multiple people. In contrast, monogamy is the 
practice of being involved solely with one person, with the 
agreement that the relationship ts exclusive. Note the subtle 
distinction, class. Although ] will be giving you a lot of real- 
lite examples of the ways people lead their polyamorous lives, 


] want you to remember throughout this course that you are 
free to define your relationships in any way that works for you. 
It’s something that you and your partners define for yourselves. 


Also, for the purposes of this class, I will use the term 
polyamory interchangeably with nonmonogamy, but for some 
people, polyamory suggests a more intimate sort of relation- 
ship with multiple partners than nonmonogamy does. We can 
discuss the intricacies of polyamory in the graduate level 
course. 


First, let us differentiate between having a polyamorous rela- 
tionship and simply sleeping around with a bunch of people. I 
know this is great fun for you wilder students, but it’s impor- 
tant to understand the distinction for the final exam. Both 
situations involve sexual relationships with multiple people, 
similarly, in both situations, the participants are responsible for 
safe sex, communications, activities, and so forth. The differ- 
ence lies in the strength and depth of the relationship between 
you and your partner(s). Polyamorous relationships involve 
explicit or implicit contracts regarding behavior that you 
wouldn't necessarily negotiate with your more casual lovers. 
Such contracts usually involve a more formalized agreement of 
responsibility to each other, especially between primary part- 


ners, than a one-night stand would. 


For example, Michael and Joel, committed nonmonogamous 
partners, agree that Michael can go out with other men so long 
as Joel meets them, approves of them, and Michael comes 
home every night. Michael is responsible for holding up his 
end of the deal for joel and may or may not be in a position to 
impose those miles on his secondary boyfriends. Liz and Mary 
on the other hand, meet each other at a bar, go home togeth- 
er, and agree to give each other a call sometimes with no fur- 
ther rules, negotiations or commitment. That’s not a 
nonmonogamous relationship — yet! 


What Can It Look Like? 


Polyamorous relationships can be constructed in many ways. 
One partner can be nonmonogamous while the other is not. 
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For example, a straight husband is monogamous (and wants to 
be) while his bi wife is nonmonogamous only with women. 
Another common non-monogamous situation involves prima- 
ry, secondary, and occasionally even tertiary partners. These 
terms connote degrees of commitment and involvement. For 
example, your live-in girlfriend (the primary) agrees that you 
can date other women (the secondaries). You have a more seri- 
ous commitment and responsibility to your primary girlfriend 
than to your other dates. Your girlfriend may also have some 
influence over who and how you date. , 


Under yet another form, you may be nonmonogamous and 
give all your partners equal status to each other, with a similar 
level of commitment to each of them: a circle of equals. Of 
course, polyamorous relationships can be set up in other ways. 
For example, ‘riads (three people, usually used in a committed 
sense), V or vector relationships (one person is a pivot point to 
two others who are not as commonly close to each other), and 
group marriages. In recent years, the term polyfidelity has 
appeared, denoting a group relationship in which all partmers 
are faithful to each other and have equal status, commitment 
and responsibility within the group. To simplify things for this 
introductory course, we're going to use the couple model. 
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OK class, now that I have you all confused, it’s time to think 
about which kind of relationship is right for you. Look for the 
one that works for you and all your partners. That's right, a// 
your partners. Nonmonogamous relationships rarely work 
when one partner feels coerced or pressured into a relationship 
that doesn't feel right. You may also find that the type of rela- 
tionship you have changes over time and with new partners. If 
you are starting up a new relationship, you may want to bring 
up promptly that you may want to be nonmonogamous. I 
remember trying to “convert” a monogamous relationship to a 
polyamorous one about two years into it, and that caused a lot 
of pain and confusion. So while it sounds really corny, it’s 
extremely important to talk it over with your partners so your 
relationship can be successful. 


Tatking the Talk and Actuatly Waiking the Walk 


This brings us to the most important aspect of nonmonogamy, 
and of relationships in general: communication. People pos- 
sess very strong emotions when it comes to sex and relation- 
ships, and this goes doubly or triply for multiple partners. You 
must stay in touch with them and with yourself: Is this rela- 
tionship good for you, for your partners? How do you feel 
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Bi RELANONSHIPS 
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Deb Koloduy 
rand 


Ken Seibert 


Deb: 


We had a ceremony which I would call non-trad:- 
tional, It was mostly Quaker style — silent wor- 
ship with friends and family giving testumony to us 
and our relationship, followed by Ken and | shar- 
ing how we felt about each other with each other, 
followed by the recitation of vows we wrote. Then 
when we danced the first dance I led. Of course! 
But, we did both wear traditional wedding drag. It 


was fun! 





I identify in lots of ways. All of them are impor- 
tant to me, and do not disappear when I am tn a 
relationship with someone. They inform how I 
think, act, dream, hope, live, love, etc. Jt is impor- 
tant to me that the world knows that I have the 
capacity to love in all possible ways both women 
and men -— and that ] Agave done so, and that it is 
merely chance that brought a man into my life as 
a chosen permanent partner. 


We are monogamous now. That might not always 
be true. If it changes, we, walt talk about it and 


agree on how to proces ae 
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least hag oe Rignity “idkegeten that Deb is 
bisexual, ‘The pijat shop plat} es is very.sra- 
ditional so]. find. myself de ending quetis as per- 


fectly legitimate quitg often. 


It’s difficult for me as my way has more often been 
to avoid confrontation — to let things go by — 
but it’s important for me to stand apart from the 
queer bashing that goes on. 


about it? What did you or they screw up or do right? What do you 
want in your relationships, and does it work in this framework? Tell 
each other openly, honestly and without blame. While sneaking 
around everyone’s back may carry a certain clandestine thrill (for you 
at least), it’s not conducive to functional polyamorous relationships. 
The whole point of polyamory is to have an agreement with partners 
and with yourself about seeing other people responsibly. 


People use different communications and disclosure styles, and a lot 
of it depends on the type of relationship established. Here are a few 
examples. 


* The tell-all approach: Ken is monogamous to Barbie, who ts non- 
monogamous. They are primary partners. When Barbie wants to 
date a secondary parmer, she runs the idea by Ken, and if he’s okay 
with it, dates the secondary. After every date, she tells Ken all the 
gruesome details. 


+ 


The minimal disclosure approach: Dave tells all his equal lovers that 
he is nonmonogamous and informs them once when he starts see- 
ing a new person, but doesn’t reveal any other details, such as 
when he dates or sleeps with them. 


The informed-ignorance-is-bliss approach: George and Barbara agree 
that they can sleep with whomever they want, whenever they 
want, so long as they are extremely discreet and it never interferes 
with their primary relationship. 


There are numerous of ways to communicate with your partners. All 
of them involve consent and agreement on the approach. If none of 
these sound good to you, try your own way. 


The Fine Print 


Polyamorous couples have to negotiate a number of issues that 
monogamous couples never face. Should you and your partner(s) 
have free reign over whom you each can date? 


Many couples use veto power, the agreement that one partner can 
restrict or have a say in whom the other can date. Some couples have 
full veto power, no questions asked; this can be reassuring and add 
comfort in the relationship, but has the potential for abuse. Other 
couples have more selective veto power, based on the individual (i.e. 
no close friends) or 2 general characteristic (no one who is married, 
no one who has an STD). Many nonmonogamous relationships are 
very open, where all the partners know each other and are close 
friends. Others want nothing to do with their partner's other rela- 
tionships. Again class, 1 stress the importance of finding what works 
best for you and your partners. 


Safer sex is a key issue in all relationships, but especially so in 
polyamorous ones. The most conservative approach is to treat all 
your partners the same and use the same safe-sex practices with all 
of them, like condoms or other latex barriers all the time. Other cou- 
ples have lesser safe sex with their primary parmer (no or only some 
condoms or barriers} and very safe sex with their secondaries. 
Having unsafe sex or some other solution is, of course, still an 


ANITHING THAT MOVES 


2 ey op 


et 


ee i er Pe eee ne 


ae 


20 a er a ey Eg ee 


er 5 eS A a SS ye ee irre errr ere 


ee ee 


a ee re ee 


option. But remember that your safer sex practices will have an 
impact on more people than if you just had one partner. There 
can be a cascading effect if one person transmits a disease to all 
her partners, who transmit it to ‘eir partners, and so on. 
Nonmonogamy is given a hard rap for being six degrees from 
the clap, but it doesn't have to be that way. | want to stress the 
important issue of responsibility for your and your partners’ 
health. It's essential to evaluate your degree of risk and apply 


the proper safe sex practices for you and your partners. 


Jealousy often rears its ugly emerald head in polyamorous rela- 
tionships, much more so than monogamous ones. If you find 
yourself in this position, first of all recognize that this emotion 
is natural. Be true to your feelings. Don't feel bad — people 
sometimes think that if you are nonmonogamous, you are 
above feeling jealous. This is simply not true; you can't control 
your feelings. However, you can examine them and determine 
what underlying assumptions, emotions, fears, or beliefs are 
causing the jealousy. On the other hand, you may find that you 
are completely right — maybe your partner really is having a 
double standard between his and your behavior. Either way, 
you have a problem that needs to be addressed and resolved. 
For example, are you jealous because your partner seems to be 
spending all her time with her other girlfriend? Check the 
terms of your relationship — are your expectations realistic? Is 
this a change in her behavior or m what you want out of the 
relationship? 


Then, communicate, communicate, communicate. Tell her 
the problem from your perspective and your feelings about not 
seeing her enough. The two of you can come up with a solu- 
tion that works for both of you, like making sure you see each 
other at least three days a week. If you can’t come up with a 
solution, that’s a warning sign right there. 


juggting Time 


When you have multiple partners, it often helps to have excel- 
lent time management skills. Recognize up-front that you will 
be spending much more time than usual just on relationships, 
as opposed to other extra-curricular activities. Many forms of 
nonmonogamy will curtail your time for yourself dramatically. 
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Love may not be finite, but free time and attention spans are. 


Realize that it may well be impossible to give all your partners 
exactly equal attention. Perhaps a better-solution is to ask your 
partners, and yourself, what you all want out of the relation- 
ship, and determine together what that means in terms of 
time, energy and attention. 


Resources 


For more information on the complex nature of non- 
monogamy, check out these references... and the next two arti- 
cles in this magazine! 


Books: 
Anapol, Deborah, Leve Without Limits. San Rafael: IntiNet 
Resource Center, 1992. 


Chapman, Audrey, Mansharing: Dilemma or Choice. New 
York: Wiliam Morrow, 1987. 


Clanton, G. Downing, C., Face to Face to Face. New York: 
Dutton 1975. 


Constantine, L. & J., Group Marriage. New York: Collier 
Books, 1973. 


Kelley, Aidan A. (ed), The New Polygamy: The Polyamorous 
Lifestyle as a New Spirttual Path 


Lano, Kevin and Parry, Claire (ed), Breaking the Barriers to 
Destre: Polyamory, Palyfideltty and Nonmanogamy 


Nearing, Ryam, The New Faithful: A Polyfidelity Primer. 
Eugene, OR: PEP, 1989. 

Loving More magazine, POB 6306 Ocean View, HI 96737 
http://www.lovemore.com 
-Line: 

World Wide Web: hetp:/ /www.polyamory.org 

Usenet: alt.polyamory 
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Professor lda Wantsome, despite her name, doesn’t want any right now. 





illustration Dy Julia Keel, 
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One plus one doesn’t always equal two anymore. These days, 
it often equals three, or four, or five. 


Recently, I sat down with my housemates and friends to draw 
up the invitation list for an upcoming party. We'd decided 
ahead of time to keep it small and relatively intimate, just good 
friends and their significant others. By the time we'd finished 
the list, we'd written down 53 names. How did “small” and 
“intimate” get so big? Polygeometry. 


It goes something like this: My housemate invites his girl- 
friend. Of course, her husband is also included. So is her girl- 
friend. Or like this: another housemate invites his boyfriend, 
and naturally, his boyfriend's girlfriend. Or even like this: I 
already live with my two boyfriends, so J invite a friend I’d like 
to get to know better. And his wife is included, as is his sec- 
ondary partner, who sounds like an interesting person I'd like 
to meet. And so on, and so on. 


Math was never this much fun when I was growing up. 


Polygeometry is my term for the numerous additions, subtrac- 
tions, multiplications and complications that arise when you 
practice polyamory. Technically, Kai, Jack and I have a vector, 
or V, relationship, with me at the fulcrum. Down the road, 
who knows? If their affection for each other deepens past 


On Love, 
Relationships, 
and the New 
Math 


by Linda Howard 


friendship, we may turn into a triangle, or triad. Or, if either 
of them finds another lover, we'll turn into an $-group. (If they 
each find one and neither shares, 1 suppose it becomes a W.) 
Except, of course, that all this leaves out our friends Marius 
and Sarah in Seattle, with whom Kai and I would happily form 
a quad, or rectangle. But if Jack becomes closer to them, we'd 
become... what? A polygon? Nah, too formal. Pentagram? 
Pentacle? Too occult-sounding. And it leaves out those people 
with whom | have no sexually intimate relationship, but love 
dearly nonetheless, like my friends Magorn, Dayv and Cheryl 
back in D.C. When it comes down to it, the only word that 
fits is family. 


Vectors, triangles, s-groups... you can see why I call it poly- 
geometry. As a practicing polyamorous bisexual, I know first- 
hand how exhilarating and fulfilling non-monogamy can be. 
And I'm also rapidly learning the kinds of challenges, compli- 
cations and confusion it can create. On one hand, polyamory 
means doubling the number of people to go home with after 
we go clubbing, and multiplying the amount of love and sup- 
port that surrounds me. On the other hand, it means dividing 
attention, subtracting free time, and even occasionally reduc- 
ing to one as ] sit home working while both of my boyfriends 
go out. My teachers always said I'd need math to survive, but 
I don't think they ever had this in mind. 
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are a few sample EXEICISES. 














Assignment: f | 
Meet a friend for drinks. (Di 5 


Complications: ‘ 
He suggests you bring your $ Oe 
which one? 


SOLIEORE, ECCENTRICITY 
See whose schedule is open, and your problem is probably 


solved. Find out they're both free. Decide to take both of 
them. Find out your friend 1 also poly, and has brought his 
wife and secondary along. Welcome to socializing — com- 


mittee. 


Assignment: 


Your parents are visiting your city for a wee haga A 


Level: 2-10+, depending on parents) a é ra a 

Complication #1: if ‘ i | 

They don’t know you’re polyamorous. ‘ 

Complication #2: ‘ \ \ \ | 

You're living with both of your lovers. 4 4 4, “yy, 
%, VA Ye m 


Solutions? \ “ey 


ship your 5Qs out of the country, clear all si sigibathein out TC. 


em. 3 } 


of your apartment and claim celibacy Gust ioking) 
you're dating around and pretend you haven't made up your 
mind yet. Introduce them to one partner, call thé béhef4a? EE" 
roommate and make it up to him or her later. None of these 
solutions are satisfactory, but depending on your parents’ 
conservatism, they may be the only options. Alternately, 
introduce them to your lovers unapologetically and with no 
explanation. Or, come out and teli them. You might be sur- 
prised — when my mother and her boyfriend arrived in San 
Francisco for the week, J bit the bullet and told them. My 
mom took it well, with the usual “As long as you know what 
you're doing” reservations. My mom’s boyfriend, who for all 
practical purposes has been the best father I’ve had, wes fan- 
tastically cool about it. He just smiled and said, * “Fate Savy, 
variety is the spice of life.” Right on, Dad. _,«* ; 


Assignment: : 
Your primary calls you from a club to ask if sh sh mecanbring § 
someone home for the night. (Difficulty Level pS) oe A 


Complications: 
The two of you share a room —- and a bed. 


Solutions? 

Call up your secondary and see if s/he’s free for the evening. 
Alternately, tell your SO that s/he can have the foid-out 
couch instead (or that you'll take it, if s/he took it last time). 
If you don’t have a couch, tell your SO to get a hotel room 
and settle in with a good book yourself. Or wait until you 
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meet the guest and see if you want to share the bed with 
them — providing, of course, that the guest is up for it, pun 
more-or-less intended. 





Assignment: 
Uh-oh! Jealousy strikes. Deal with it. 
(Difficulty Level: Varies) 


Solutions? 

Talk it out. Do a little introspection to see why you're being 
jealous, and whether it stems from insecurity, righteous indig- 
nation, or something else. Then bring it up in private, at a 
time when you haven't been fighting. Look for a resolution 
you can both live with. Agree to spend a specific amount of 


“panhame together, if that’s the issue. Or agree to confirm your 
~<gmiaitment with your lovers more frequently. Sometimes, | 


“reed p hear “I love you” and “I’m still going to love you 
as Whom I spent the night with.” And sometimes my 

fo F ear the same. Whatever you do, don’t let it fes- 
erself down for feeling jealous. Use it as a signpost 
etter. 





the location (your place or theirs) and whether you're out 

eee as bi and/or poly. For example, I can take both 
ck home with me, since they are my boyfriends. 

I’m out to my parents, and they've met both of them. For 

Jack or Kai, the issue is more complicated and potentially 

awkward, since neither ts out as poly. Bringing home your 

girlfriend is one thing, but also her other _— orhet 

Complication #2: “en a oo 

Sleeping arrangements. “Mom, do you have icasiy : 

enough for three?” f sy | \ 

{ 


Ma, 


Solutions? pies : SI Oa le bend seca s neat crtararieneeeensa ni | 
You could spend one holiday with one love, the next wi j 
the other lover. The downside of this is that you never gdt / 


" ® holiday with both lovers. You could pass one off as a me 
@ mate, but how do you decide which one? And there's. that _. a 





issue of visibility — if you have a boyfriend and a, 
do you want to deal with reminding people that you re bisex- 
ual-not-heterosexual or bisexual-not-homosexual? Do you by 
default choose the option that needs more political and social 
visibility in your particular subculture, or on a national level? 
You could spend the holidays together, sans relatives. Or you 
could invite your relatives to your house, where they must 
cope with your rules, and you must cope with a small inva- 
sion of people. 


aes 


As for the sleeping arrangements? Get a hotel room. You'll 
sleep better. Trust me. 
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Assignment: 

Get married. (Difficulty Level: 10+) 
Complication #1: 

If your relationship consists of more than two people, then 
legally, you can’t. Even religious bases for polyamory aren't 
recognized in the United States, nor in most countries 
around the world. If you and your ae are the same gen- 
der, then by you can ‘t. But that has - a 







Complication #2: | 
You may very well have to fig ¢ 
The Unitarian Universalists, sont 

Neopagan religions nowt i 
as valid, but they’re in the mir@pity,dste 


sects let men have more than one 





Solutions? 

The solution here depends on what kind of marriage you 
want. Are more than two people involved? You won't be 
recognized by the law, but you can probably have a non- 
denominational religious ceremony, church and all, through 
the Unitarian Universalists. If your beliefs are compatible 
with Neopaganism, you could also have a priest or priestess 
officiate the ceremony, but since most Neopagan groups 
don’t have churches, you'll have to hope for good weather. 


What if just two of you are involved, but you don’t want to 

make your secondaries feel left out? On ‘couple I know had 

their seconds stand in as best magt“ang naidsef honor. Many 
: g. Other options are 


of their other lovers attended | 
including your seconds in yet ing them te read an 
: the r parti ‘ipate or 3 beecog- 












appropriate selection, or Jfavi 
nized in some other wa 


: ifeame g as er, are 
) f be lg related? 

Look into adult meas — ulti catches up with 

social reality, it’s the best option out 


can even have fun deciding who gets to‘hg Xt) addy or Mommy.) 


And don’t worry — you can get the Big Whe wedding cake with 
the figurines on top. Just recently at a kitschy San Francisco store 
named Uncle Mame, I found one with two men and a woman 
on top, and there must be more where that one came from. 





Of course, these are only a few examples. Interested in a bit of 
home-study? More and more people are practicing non- 
monogamy, so if you keep looking, I’m sure you can find 
someone will to help you with future assignments. It’s a lot of 
work, but it’s also a lot of fun, and besides — what other form 
of relationship lets you improve your math skills at the same 
time? A little knowledge is a dangerous thing, so get out there 
and learn as much as possible. Class dismissed. 
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Linda Howard has her hands full 
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by M. Christian 
mm. |) of my friends are — at least bisexual (after all, this 
si is ‘hat kind of magazine). In fact they are so “that”, 
WD that very little gets done around them. Eyes wander- 
“ "ing over every beast or fowl, my friends are easily 
distracted, constantly lured by the all the possibilities 
walking by. Yes, I hyperbolize, but being who they are, and 
being who I am, the world just ain’t the same as for folks 
locked into the same sexual orientation, the same sexual part- 
ner. In other words, some of my best friends are more than 

just friends. 





| A few, like me, are actually legally married. Most of my 


friends, though, seem to pinball through relationships: with 
him this week, her that weekend, them (in some wonderful 
cases) for a while. I watch them careen by my window — 
sometimes smiling, sometimes crying — while I read a book 
in bed, my wife sleeping beside me, orange tabby cat asleep on 
her tummy. 


I know intellectually that my life isn’t common, that it’s quite 
rare, But, in the middle of it, it’s hard to remember that. For 
me, it's just my life. The fact that I’m married (nine years 


| plus), am an S/M player (party almost every weekend), write 


smut for fun (lots) and profit (very little), and am happy with 
all of this is something I don’t really stop to think about. It 
just is. Life. 


The greatest part of this situation is that it just sort of hap- 
pened. That's the best way, I think. Some people sit down 
and say, “I must be polyamorous and never, ever get married.” 
You can’t plan life. It just sort of jumps you from the bushes. 
Sometimes it's good, sometimes bad. I’ve found that staying 
open to all possibilities, even cornball vows, licenses, and 
wedding cakes, makes it easier to face it all. What comes, 
comes (so to speak). 


And this is how it came. Both me and my lady (Cathy says 
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“Hi!” — and, yes, it is shat kind of relationship) have always 
been — how shall I say it? — frisky people. An unexpected 
intro to the world of S/M quickly opened not only the possi- 
bilities of rope, paddles, Saran Wrap, canes, scalpels, and 
whips, but also the idea of marriage not being a lock, but a 
door. As for my friends, people don’t walk by, guilty feelings 
don’t walk by — just potentials and, yeah, possibilities. 


It hasn't been easy, but then, what ever is? Marriage, as mar- 
ried people can tell you, is a lot of work. Open marriages are 
even more work. It’s hard enough trying to decide who takes 
the garbage out. Can you imagine the problems when one of 
you needs the house on a Saturday night and the other doesn’t 
have a date? Or what about when — and it comes up more 
often than you'd expect, especially with my friends — your wife 
brings home this really cute trick, rapturously in lust, and you 
shake his/her hand and then remember, 
with a quaking burst of insight, that you 
know him/her biblically from a sex party the 


month before... 


o: You work. Love, jealousy, and fear 
are deep emotions, probably as old as 

= when the first fish walked out of the 
ocean. Trying to understand these feelings is 
hard enough when they come up ina“nor- |... 
mal” relationship, let alone one where they |= 4 
come up almost every week. Being in an J 
open relationship takes a lot of guts, com- 
passion, and love. It takes being right there fag 
in your shit of self-worth (he/she’s mine/), 
possessiveness, and insecurity. It means 
looking at the sometimes ugly side of rela- 
tionships without blinking. Hard? Damned 
(excuse the expression) straight. 





Photo provided by M. Christian. 
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But when it works, it works. You get to see the person you 
most care about in the whole world be in love with someone 
other than yourself. You get to share an intimacy and an eroti- 
cism that can often shake the pillars of heaven — or at least 


give them a gentle (but hefty) shove. 


That’s where your friends come in. When your marriage is 
open to possibilities, you often know a lot more about your 
friends than just what's in their closets. 


People often make the mistake of thinking that responsibility 
flies out the window when you find yourself very open to your 
friends. In fact, it increases dramatically. You could say that 
true civilization starts when you start looking at your friends 
with the eye of “Boy, I bet you're fun.” Think of it: It’s hard 
enough being civil to the friends you don’t sleep with. You 
have to deal with their friends, twists and turns, ups and 
downs. Add sex to that and, well, it gets very civilized — either 
that or chaos rules. Bringing someone into your life as a friend 
is hard enough; imagine having sex with that new person... 


Issue #13 1997 


who has to understand that sex doesn’t always equal together 
forever. That takes a very special friend. 


I have good friends. Very good friends. Some of them very, 
very good friends. The trick is to make sure they understand 
the scene and what's going on. This scene can be odd some- 
times, just about as odd as making an open relationship work. 
People know about cheating — God knows there’s enough 
information on that in this hypocritical world — but almost 
zilch on sharing. Folks just have a real hard time dealing with 


sex outside a relationship when it comes with permission. 






q o, | don’t cheat. Yes, she knows. No, she doesn’t mind 
™, (well...). Yes, I still care about her. Yes, we still have sex 

(hubba, hubba). No, our relationship isn’t in trouble. 

It takes a special person to deal with that — to walk in, 
take a look around, and say, “Okay!” 
But when they stay, it’s worth it. 
It's a risk. I'd be lying if I said it was- 
n't. Not all of my friends graduate to 
that special place in my heart (and 
other organs). Sometimes they just 
stay beer and football (or, in my 
case, pizza and X-Files) friends. 
| That’s fine. I explain it to the curi- 
Mie] ous this way: Some of my friends | 
| sleep with, others I don’t. 


Language just doesn’t fit it. How do 
| you say friend-with-whom-I-have- 
 sex-sometimes? What exactly is the 
cosmological definition of pa/-who- 
| also-sleeps-with-my-wife? Boyfriend 
of my boyfriend? How about 
girl-who-slept-with-me, now-sleeps- 
with-my-wife? 1 have my hopes, 
though, that as enlightenment sweeps the globe, our vocabu- 
laries will match the growing, changing sense of who these 
people are in our lives. They say Eskimos have more than a 
hundred words for snow. Maybe sometime in the future we 
can look at relationships as being fluid, changing, as being 
built on trust of affection, not possessiveness of sex. Then, 
maybe, we can have a hundred words for all the friends in our 
lives — the ones we just hang out with and the ones that we 
take to bed. 





Mi. Christian 


For right now, I have a real good word to describe my special 
kinds of friends, the ones who are friends both between and 
beyond the sheets: lovers. 


M. Christian's fiction has appeared in such books as Best American 
Erotica 1994 and 1997, Best Gay Erotica 1996, The Mammoth 
Book of International Erotica, Happily Ever After, Grave 
Passions, Hot Ticket, and magazines like Black Sheets, Paramour, 
and Taste of Latex. He 1s also the editor of Eros Ex Machina: 
Eroticising the Mechanical from Rhinoceros Books. He not only 


writes smut — he lives tt as well. 
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| lesbian ag‘ ‘there are’ of beis 


Bl RELATIONSHIPS 


Daphne: 


The world perceives my relationship as a lesbian relationship, 
yet I am a lesbian involved with a bisexual woman. Why is it 


| important for my partner to retain her identity? I find both 
| comfort and anger in the need to name or label people and 


things. 


1 encourage and support Lyssa in choosing to retain her iden- 
tity as a bisexual person. Our labels acknowledge our past 
history and demonstrate a commitment to our values by giv- 
ing a sense of how we are willing to be perceived. They give 
a sense of the possible life experiences and values that have 
shaped us. As tools to define us, however, they are too limit- 


ing. 


| I was raised with a strong Greek influence that oppresses 
| women. Lyssa’s perception of herself and her pos- 


sibilities are different from mine as a 
function of her family life, Jewish 
identity and bisexual identity. 


| The diversity of our experi- 


ences and perceptions 
enriches my life. ] appreciate 
that Lyssa’s sense of oppres- 
sion differs from mine but 
that by supporting and under- 
standing one another we can change 

that sense of oppression. We can view it 
differently and find a moment of liberation from it. 


I feel vicarious pleasure from my partner's history and sense 


| of possibility. Am I fearful that she would leave this relation- 


ship because of a need to fulfill her diverse identity? 
Not really. 
Please don’t think that I take her fer granted or that J don't 


| share the basic fear in life, abainda, genent, She is as likely as a 


shi, bau 


lesbian to want = chapey, the 1 re of our relationship. 
Loying somong ? involvés riskt\E tears arise. In a love 
relationship fomen are like & ples ene oranges — 


apes mf : 708 posible 


The difhiculted a ee ‘io on. I expe ‘ n hed coming out as 
a lesbian are St ones..th rat Ty 1Sh.t Sp ‘oil gon my partner or 
on anyone else. There iat Pasi or d te t ways of being a 
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Lyssa: 
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What challenges do I fice; agus bi pxus rape ce te S ailes- 
bian? The corollaries to § — ou | } mean | 
to be bisexual? how does i itt : | 

intriguing and a 
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Our relationship i is ~ or 
term relationship. I felkin ‘Tove 


my spouse, someone with “wh om ae 
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pa tnmunication, 
passion, honesty and comm nitnen at ‘our first priorities. 
Learning to live together, to make. life dBeigions as a team 
and to become active membets-of each others’ families fol- | 
lowed. Hard work, good luck and blessings. have affected our | 


lives more than have sexual orientation and identity. 


J am no more or less likely than Daphne to become 
sexually bored or to seek another lover. 
More options do not exist for me | 
simply because I am attracted to | 
both men and women. Fears of | 
abandonment or of diminish- 
ing sexual appeal are not 
unique to our marriage. Nor 
are our erotic or fantasy lives all 
that different from one another's. 
As we share cultural values and polit- | 
ical views, so do we share a sense of what | 


is beautiful, sensual, hot. 


Many years ago, I lived quietly with a man while identifying 
as a lesbian. I drove motorcycles and rejected dresses. Now I 
am out unabashedly as a fem. Am I more comfortable dress- | 
ing the girl knowing that I have a butch partner and a lesbian 
family at home? Perhaps I am playing with people, daring 
them to assume that all dykes look alike. Perhaps my current | 
wardrobe reflects my age, my work and the times, not the 
gender of my current lover. 


Maybe it’s just that Daphne enjoys dressing me up.... 


“Hard work, good luck and 


blessings have affected our lives 
more than have sexual 
orientation and identity. ‘i 
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Melissa Ja 








Gisexual Relationshirvs 


clson: 


A Marrved Bi Sneaks Gut 


Melissa Jackson is a former California 
native who now lives in Maryland. She 
and her husband have been married for 13 
years, dated for another four before that, and 
Aave a son. 


I'm bisexual. My husband is heterosexual.” 
Before we entered into the relationshig, 7 
didn’t know my orientation. | fell{in loves : 
with a woman — a friefid’s pirtfrie : | 
and that’s when | bes that 4 late 
bisexual. I didn’t stop’ WD : 
partner, but I loved her, was pe: i 






ae i a ¥ : 
her and wanted to. have Sex with her! rt. ore 
ee: vi 


Originally, non-mondgamy neat that, 
could sleep with boys ‘and. girls and. ga * 
could go very far. Then my“hnisb 
feeling very threatened), so we've renee 
tiated it over the years. Now we cafjeach’ | 
date women — I don’t think: id date 
another man now. 





Are there rules? 


Absolutely, we must meet each other's 
partners. Furthermore, the other person’s 
partner must be nice to the other primary 
mate — truly nice, treat them well. 


We have to have safe sex only, to be very 
careful, find out the person’s background, 
and to take all precautions. 


And no sex or sexual contact in the room 
in front of the other person unless the 
other person is invited. For example, you 
can hold hands, but no kissing, necking, 
fondling, etc. That’s just basic courtesy 
for the other person. 


We have veto power, based on gut stuff 
— if you are feeling really, severely 
uncomfortable. Of course, the other per- 
son can just disregard it, but we don’t. 
That's how we've been together so long. 


My bisexuality has really helped our rela- 
tionship. It really makes us be more explic- 





ay \ 


nd ay se : ay 


it and open, and talk about things more. 


We fine-tuned it over the beginning 
years. If I got flowers for her, I could go, 
“Oh yeah, I can get flowers for my hus- 
band, too.” Every time I got into a rela- 
tionship with a woman, it would kind of 
fip-start my relationship with my hus- 
~ban : help. us reconnect in a new way. 
» ta 













Nas ax Mostt Am y bisexual part has affected us 
jean a Pe positive way, because my hus- 


e oh de understands how I feel, and 
Fe to hide it. It’s just really nice. 


ality is also a state of mind, in 
“of: ‘beihg open to different aspects 
f the ‘human being, and to the feminine 
and masculine in oneself. That has 


be 


+ ieee 


-opetied up some great gender discussions 


in terms of me accepting his feminine 
side and him accepting my masculine 
side. We're a more dynamic couple. 


I've had to deal with 


non-monogamy, but that doesn’t neces- 
sary mean you are going to be non- 
monogamous. And there’s the phase 
thing — for some people, it is a phase, 
and that’s very important to acknowledge. 
I have several friends for whom it was a 
phase, and who ended up on one side or 
the other of the monosexual continuum. 


It’s like the bi movement has swung over 
to, “Youre all bi and you just don’t know 
it.” For some of us it is not a phase. Some 
of us don’t know. It’s important to leave 
people the space to be who they are and 
not condemn them if they move away 
from your identity label. We, of all peo- 
ple, need to be more accepting and more 
tolerant of people moving through a 
phase of being bisexual and then ending 
up deciding they're not. On the other 
hand, some of us are just bi, bi, bi, and 
there's nothing we can do about it. Like 
me! 


I have definite dreams about what I 


many myths, such as that HM@\@iNfem™s THE ONLY magazine on polyamory- triads, | 
bisexuals will have sex MMI@iNalEE sharing a lover, expanded family, healing jealousy, 
with anything that BMENeRWaINSm sacred sex, co-parenting & community. 

moves. That totally Plus regional groups, events 


| *y 


depends on the person. 
That’s a major myth 
that’s very annoying. 
Also, the myth that all 
bisexuals are non- 
monogamous. Yes, it | 


might predispose you to Le 


& personal contacts, 


A END $6 for a sample issue or sase for info 
on subscriptions, the newest poly lifestyle 3 
books, & workshops. 
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would like in an ideal relationship. It’s 
very difficult to make those dreams a 
reality. My utopian dream is to have a 
woman in a three-way relationship with 
myself and my husband, one who wants 
to have a child that we could raise in a 
group marriage. We like children. We 
adopt children very easily into our life 
and into our heart. It would make me feel 
very complete, and it would be ideal if she 
also wanted to be with my husband. 


Do you think it will be hatd on the chil- 
dren? 


The kids can be as open about it as they 
care to be. School is always difficult [for 
kids, no matter what their families are 
like], for a variety of reasons. So | think 
potential hardship is an invalid argument 
for people who [oppose] gay marriage. 
They used to say that about black and 


white marriages. I think it would be 
wonderful for the kids. I think the kids 


Aphrodite Gone Berserk 
| A Journal of Erotic Art 
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cliff Arnesen: 


| I will always be bisexual even | 
though I'm in a committed 
relationship. To do anything 
less would deny who I am. ... 
[My bisexuality] opened up a | 
different world to Claudia. It 
| broadened her view of the 
| world to be with someone 
| who has gay and bi friends. 
| She 


activism. 


Find true lave on the Internet! (or now 


Fall in love with the ANYTHING THAT MOVES website 


Do it now! 





http://www.hooked.net:60/users/jonesey/atm.html 


would have a great time. 


Has it been difficult to be bi and have a 
child? 


Some people are freaked out and don’t 
want to have anything more to do with 
me. A neighbor down the street stopped 
baby-sitting for me and stopped having 
me baby-sit for her kids as soon as she 
found about me. It was as if my mother 
status was dirtied by the bisexual part. 


I'm kind of glad that my child’s a boy 
because now I’m going to raise this rain- 
bow boy. He’s going to be very loving 
and tolerant. No mater what he turns out 
in his orientation, he’s going to be very 
loving, very accepting of people no mat- 
ter who they are. There aren’t enough 
guys like that out there. 


I don't think there is a “more healthy” 
form of relationship. Any number of 


also. supports my 


Gerry E. Studds. 


We are expressly monoga- 
mous. I don't think triads work. There are too many emotional dynamics for me. It’s eas- | 
ier for me to maintain a monogamous relationship psychologically. 












pb, ee es ce etn ah are? ae . ‘ 
- rH L! phy tl ii heyy fal Ciittl AS / ite oP! | 


Cliff, Claudia, and their friend and veterans advocate, Congressman | 


people together, or any sex, can have a 
healthy relationship if they are working 
on the relationship, trust each other, love 
each other, treat each other well. 


You can’t just sit back and judge a rela- 
tionship on the cover. You have to look at 
the meat of it, not the orientation. You 
have to stop obsessing on the surface 
components, and look at its actual quality. 


The long-term aspect of our relationship 
is really important. Our relationship has 
outlived many a heterosexual relation- 
ship in our own families and circles of 
friends. We are the odd ones — we are 
the non-mongamous ones. We are the 
ones everyone thinks, that's not going to 
last, and here we are 17 years later. 


A lot of kids are scared; what they see are 
very flash-in-the-pan relationships. I 
hope that my husband and I can be an 
inspiration to people. 


El 
id 





| Agreements? Neither one of us goes to bed with anyone else. Try not to change the other | 
person. Get as close as you can get to unconditional love. | 


Bi Relationshirs 


subscribe subscribe subscribe subscribe 
live eat breathe sing dance weave 

subscribe subscribe subscribe subscribe 
play tease lick nip tickle caress kiss 


subscribe subscribe subscribe subscribe 
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fter a few years of high 
bi visibility, with my 
name in Bi Any Other 
Name and Anything 

no “That Moves, 
find myself in a closet within another 


movement. What could be important 
enough for me to choose to live this 





l now 


way? 


About two years ago I became involved 
in the campaign to prevent nuclear 
waste from being buried in Ward 
Valley Needles, California. 
Needles is a very isolated small town — 
6,000 people in the 
the desert, 100 miles from anywhere. 
A group of radical feminists, working 
with veterans and Native 
wo American 


near 


atomic 


anti-nuclear 
organizers, 
started a camp 
called No- 
body's Waste- 
land the 
site of the pro- 
posed dump in 
October 1995. 


on 


Our camp has 
| been there ever 


since, a con- 


vest, and former ATA 
Me cit tor Tor Woodard 


middle of 


are 


stant thorn in the side of U.S . Ecology, 
the ironically named company that 
wants to run the dump. At this point ] 
am so involved that I work in our 
Needles office and sleep in a tent at the 


Caimp. 


What drives a person to devote her or 
his life to a cause? For me, the reward is 
being part of a community that is trying 
to do things a new way, trying to make 
the world a better place. Bi organizing 
nurtured my true self. It taught me 
inclusive politics and encouraged me to 
speak up for people whose oppression is 
invisible. 


The Ward Valley cause utilizes my 
background in anti-nuclear organizing. 
Its desert location is good for my envi- 
ronmental illness. And it challenges me 
in a new direction: environmental jus- 
tice. 


What does this have to do with being in 
the closet? About six weeks after the 
camp started, Mojave elders organized 
a spiritual gathering at the camp. 
Several hundred Native American 
dancers and singers came from neigh- 
boring tribes in Southern California 
and Arizona to keep an all-night vigil 
around a roaring bonfire. Their sacred 
songs and dances, which have been 








_. Kitchen tent at Nobody's Waste and camp in Ward Valley Photo by Tori Woodard = 


passed down through the centuries, tell 
stories about the land and the animals 
of this area. The songs and dances are a 
form of worship that helps the per- 
formers reconnect with Mother Earth. 


During the ritual, the master of cere- 
monies invited people who were not 
Native Americans to come up to the 
microphone. The radical feminists 
went up and sang a pretty radical song. 


They were not in any closet. 


Time went on, and | began to hear 
reports that some of the local people 
wouldn't let their children visit the 
camp because “lesbians were out there.” 
One member of our group challenged 
someone about that, and was told that 
homosexuality “is unnatural” and “not 
what God wants.” 


No one in the local community has ever 
made homophobic comments to me, 
although who knows what is said when 
I'm not around. If anyone does, ] 
intend to tell them that I am bisexual. | 
expect to have to define what that 


means. 


-eanwhile, none of my con- 

versations have offered an 
) w= opportunity to come out. If 
] eatly wanted to force the issue I could 
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pe enti 





tell the Fort Mojave tribal chairwoman, 
“Guess what? I’m gay!” That’s the 
approach I used with my parents, who 
also live in a very small, isolated town. 


When I was growing up, my family 
never discussed sex, religion, or politics, 
because those topics might cause argu- 
ments. Anything to do with sex was, 
and still is, considered private. The 
same mores have a lock-down in 


Needles, 


Phen en taught me 





that the personal is politi- 

~™ cal, I felt it important to 
sibRee my private life, ] thought my 
neuroses, prejudices and spiritual crises 
might shed some light on our sick soci- 
ety. I thought my experiments with 


open communication and new forms of 


relationships might offer healthy alter- 
natives to the stultifying nuclear family. 
I still feel the same way. 


My new friends in Needles could bene- 
fit from hearing about different 
lifestyles. I told them about my eight- 
member group house in Berkeley, but I 
could see in their eyes that this infor- 
mation pushed me further into their 
category of “outsider”, 


On the Fort Mojave Indian Reser- 
vation, my sense of being an outsider is 
especially strong. Some Mojave look 
right through me when we pass by one 
another. Eye contact means different 








things in different cultures. Do they 
experience my direct gaze as prying? 
Are they being polite by not looking at 
me? 


Sometimes | get the feeling that a 
hitolee (white person) like me doesn’t 
exist in the Mojave world that really 
counts — their Dream world. So per- 
haps they try not to see me. I don’t 
know, 


This is painful for someone like me, 
who has issues pans : 
about feelj ng |. — ae os re 
invisible. It meant be ge 

a lot to me when 
the vice chairman 
of the tribe, who 
is also an elder 
and a spiritual 
leader for his peo- 
ple, told me last 
week, “You are 
one of us now.” 


Indeed, I am 
becoming more attuned to these 
indigenous people and their land. 
When I go hiking I sometimes sense 
the ancestral spirits who guard the 
mountains. I talk with them and receive 
what I believe is guidance for my work. 


Pam learning the meaning of envi- 
ronmental justice at a very deep 
B level. It is more than stopping the 
siting of polluting industries 
© and dumps in communities 
where people of color live. It 
2 involves recognizing the sacred- 
_ ness of the environment and of 
_ the people who are part of the 
_ environment. 


And sexuality is one of the most 
sacred aspects of being human. 
In the old days, Mojave recog- 
| nized their gay women and men 
" as shamans, as spiritual healers. 
¢ White civilization destroyed 
+ much of their centuries-old 
culture. The vice chairman 
= whom I love so much was 
forced to go to boarding school 
and beaten when he spoke the 


Mojave language. The Mojave were 
taught that their traditions were primi- 


tive and sinful. 


So much has bisa lost. 


I believe the homophobia here in 
Needles is largely caused by ignorance. 
Normally people become more tolerant 
when they learn that someone they 
know is queer. I hope that’s what hap- 
pens when I come out. 


Missile 


re o. ; ig 


Native Americans prevent Department of Eneray from el cree Valley on Jan. 29, 1997. 


But in the overall context, I debate the 
benefits of teaching tolerance for 
diverse sexual orientations against the 
danger of overlaying Mojave culture 
with yet another cosmopolitan, 20th- 
century perspective. As an organizer 
uncertain about the future of our plan- 
et, I need to learn how to Dream and to 
live in harmony with nature. 


] have more to learn than to teach. 


Tort Woodward 1s a former managing editor 


for Anything That Moves. She is alse an 


author and an activist, and may be contacted at 
Save Ward Valley, 107 F St., Needles, CA 
92363. Phone: 619.326.6267. 


The dumping of nuclear waste is a global issue. 
Radioactive waste cannot be destroyed, nor can 
it be isolated from the ecosystem if it is buried. 


Save Ward Valley promotes a national policy 
which would reduce the production of radio 
active wastes and isolate them from the 
environment in highly engineered, monitored, 


retrievable storage facilities at the point of 


generation. 
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_ because T am — 


by Patricia Kevena Fil 


Hello and welcome to Trans B-Line. I am your pilot. 


Have you flown with us before? Perhaps you know some~ 
one who has? Just let any fear or apprehension roll down 
the runway. Place yourself in the safe ee of this 





line, It is a wondrous and sacred j journey. 





Being a transsexual woman who is bisexual has ; oe i Guite 


the trip. My current mission is to try to explain to bisexu-_ 


als what it is like to be transgendered. Similarly, T want 
transgendered people to understand what it is like to be 


bisexual, Of course, this mission may be doomed to fail- . 
ure, 1 am one person, and the ‘transgendered and bisexual 


communities are as varied and diverse as any other. Be that 
as it may, I am a fool for adventure. 


Working and playing with bisexuals for tee most part has 
left me feeling honored and respected. ceever, there 
have been exceptions, At — a 

the national BiNet USA - 

meeting this ‘summer, 
someone suggested a 
greater alliance with the 
transgendered communi- 
ty. A fine idea, wouldn’t 
you say? It is true that the 
bisexual and transgen- 
dered movements are sep- 
arate entities. It is also 
true that the bisexual and | ae 
transgendered movements appear to be mate: paralle 
progress in the queer and mainstream cultures. Yet, a sin- 
gle sentence remained in my Stomach for several days: 


“We ought to get — more with them. I thought to cal; 
or maybe something in A 
t Am I a lesser bis exua 2 





myself, am Ia “we,” or a” them 
between? I became indion 





After some reflection, I realized that the house 
expressed at the meeting was admirable. No malice was cual, a whol 
intended. This person probably did not realize there were activist, rm 
people present who matched both descriptions. But at . son. Th 
least one was there ~~ I knew that the next time | look de maki 





in the mirror, - 


~ Charting the yo my § ore Skies of B i/Trans 3 Ri 


3 presence is too small. 








ah ay ees Renin reeaG ees jos Serpe es, 
Banc ee pony ey Nid eed es a 
: Wvciecgtees a res bet isa 
i 
i 








ne At one of my tratiapinderen support group’ $ recent meet~ 
ings, a transgendered woman remar 
_ blend in. She said she doesn’t want peop e to know 
transgendered, that she was tired of figh ing. § 
“there are people like me who are public, s] 

but that the transgendered presence was ” “al ire 


ed ‘that she wanted to 









seni, anyway, once they made the e switch, 


If transsexual men and women w a oe < t a assau sin c = , ne 
murdered, I would say, “Go blend, honey!” But that 3 not 2 


the reality. As long as we continue : to ie attacked, our 












I have been too tired to go on va fe tir . 
me going is thinking of the isolate perso: 
teenager who feels all alone. qh heard th 
tic the other on one in three transg 


| one. That» eae how I felé 
If we don't stand up, who 
will? We are the ones who 
will liberate us. It is 
important to tell our sto- 
ries, not just because we 
can be models for others, 
o but because it is a journey 
. be 3 proud of, And as. far : as transsexuals being het- 
e know a Jot oo women who 











y attention 1 | be human beings we 
r. f ve my my life there have been some who tried to 












+} = are — as important. “When I started : : - 
trans; ge sce transition, I became known, vies 
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u “dedeone I ix. K. al we gett to 9 know one eh a 2 ae 
ed to androgyny. As 1 





"te Besides, lam eternally attrac 
become more comfortable with being Patricia, I like to hear 


people I know call me that. I realize it is important | to own 


, ihe name es ocane it is who I am — “— tits and all. 






ee tn ada fore eae i -he: J and well-minded 


people to move forward, it is ‘important to proceed with 





open hearts and ‘patient explanations. Do not make ef | TECOE 
assumptions. Experienge each person as a whole living 


being as much as possible. Do not grocmalize about. we ole 


Tt diminishes you. It ciminiahes me. a e 





- ‘Oue thing is certain: For peace and ha 
_o af us einen to be present. fw we are Webbie ole who 
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a a jong as § people remain invisible, aa 
¢ ences keep repeating over a 


Pane ony te occ : Oi ee sue se F 











a a 7. Follow he ais a 4 


: ioe want. Consider the rae = humiliation. ane ~~ | 
harm — but also the rewards of liberation an nd happir ess, 









The dilemma is difficult, but bad situations f 


Things ~ ha: 


io is a 








ao : il become safer and ie 
ni der tand more, we will — 











GE oe: WEE endered and bisexual activist, i 
ions canst tan, 2 minister, writer, and "liga artist. 





© ye . 
iv T iT Tis 


You Susst«BEn 
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From Black Sheets, C. jeh’free Spirit 


Black Sheets is a hot bisexual zine by and for think- 
| ing maniacs everywhere! Our latest issue is 

“Bestiality,” with Feline Guest Editor Judy (meow). | 
Edited by ATM columnist Bill Brent. Filled with 
resources, reviews, erotic photos & art, thoughts on 
sex, juicy fiction, true sex stories. $20/4 issues. 








The Black Book is the ae for the erotic explorer. A 
descriptive nationwide directory of clubs, groups, 
publications, fetish wear, videos, leather, some v 
adult toys, and more. Excellent gift! $18 ‘postpaid. 


To mail oder postpaid, send check/MO to: Black Book, Box 3115- 
AO, San Fran., CA 94131, In CA, add tax. You MUST include 
statement of legal age! Allow 30 work days for delivery. 
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by Luna Desnuda 








ur love flourished in a darkroom in the industrial 






area of the county we shared. I mention that word 
“county” because sometimes it seemed so damn 
miraculous that we met up like we did, in this county all bro- 
ken up into pieces; it was un milagro, only Natalie would 
never call it that. 


To question Natalie, she’d merely say “coincidence,” her long 
nose might twitch, and she’d go back to either sipping white 
wine from one of her true wine glasses or flicking my nipple 
with her tongue. Natalie has gotta be caught in a sentimental 
mood but then she’s like a moody cat stuck in a closed-up 


room. And you gotta let her out. And don’t call her Natalia, 
except for certain times. She considers that her pet name, 
reserved for private moments like when we are holed up in 
the dark room, solamente us, and I'm whispering through her 
thick curly hair or when we are having a go in the shower and 
no one else is within a mile but the cars passing by outside the 
window. 


And I always marvel at the darkroom, and this relationship I 
have with my Natalia. She never sees it like I do. It’s like to 
her, the darkroom is sacred, and our relationship is sacred, 
but let's not get em mixed up dear. So I like to mix ’em up. 


ANYTHING THAT MOVES 





Throw the idea into the plastic tray, agitate it a little, wait ‘til 
the image shows up like a memory. I like that. To Natalie, it’s 


just a science mostly. 


So what's this macha Chicana like me doing with a logical 
gilera like Natalia? It’s just science, no? No. It’s about the ini- 
tial chemistry we acted on, and the friendship that clumsily 
found its way to the vortex, and then that whirlpool of love 
and passion... and then we are washed ashore, looking at each 
other, blinking, like, “Wow! What was that?!” Only Natalia 
is at the point where she likes to strip the seaweed from her 
body, shake the sand from her hair and brush it from the 
crack of her ass. She’s suddenly standing. She’s offering me a 
hand, of course, but I’d rather look back out at that whirlpool 
and point in amazement. 


She was my first girlfriend. Is, I mean. It sometimes reads like 
a movie to me, okay? But I’m like number three or four for 
Natalie, if you count the Hindu woman she slept with for 
three months with nary a conversation between them. 
Sometimes I don’t even count Marla-at-the-coffee-shop 
because I know her and I just can’t even picture her with Nat. 
Ya know? It’s way too odd. Natalie reassures me it’s not, but 
it’s too late. I find it unthinkable. 


So it seems already like we're uneven, right? Maybe. But I've 
had relationships, just not with girls. Get it? Cause I’m not 
explaining it. 


Anyway, I met Natalie in the cheapest darkroom in town, 
and she mostly glanced sideways at me, or let her eyes fall on 
my photos as they took shape in the developer tray. Until one 
day I realized I was taking photographs for her, so she’d see 
‘em in the darkroom. How perfect. You see, we started com- 
ing in at the same time quite often, like when women start 
getting their period the same time ‘cause they hang out 
together so much? Only we were using that darkroom, syn- 
chronizing our visits. 


I started out with my usual sundry body part photos. Other 
people's. Hers were mainly of places, situational, rarely any 
people. And then I began with the self-portraits. I felt like a 
fucking Frida Kahlo wanna-be doing so much of myself, but 
I could see the appreciation on Natalie’s face. One day she 
blurted out, “Very, very nice” at one of my portraits as it lay 
swimming in the fix tray. There I was, bobbing in the water, 
my breasts naked to the world, my face turned away, my vine 
and flowers tattoo wielding its way between my breasts to the 
bottom of the photo paper. Dingo, my cat, was in the back- 
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ground and for a minute I thought she meant Dingo was 
very, very nice, but you could hardly see him because his gray 
fur just sort of blended into the background. So then I knew 
she meant me. Score. 


, € had humble beginnings. Natalie is just so afraid 
™ #f but tries not to be... due to Marla-at-the-coffee- 
® shop. Well, anyway, we were friends for awhile 
first, which to me is the best way, girl or boy. We went to cof- 
fee, rested our eyes at her apartment after long darkroom 
hours, went dancing a couple of times. I had her over to din- 
ner just once and pling! she was shot like a rubber band to my 
body. She had no qualms about skipping dessert, but only if 
she was the replacement. Needless to say, I was on it. 





I don’t even want to go into her behavior after our first time. 
Like minutes after, she was stroking me and looking at me 
with big, blue cow eyes and I could feel vibrations from her 
pale skin. Whereas I felt like a sudden gust of wind had hit 
and I was having a hard time breathing. Meanwhile, Ms. 
Romance was commending me on my performance. As if it 
was ever an issue. But still, she seemed amazed. I told her 
later I may never have had a “girlfriend,” but I’ve had my 
share of women housemates, dance partners who take you to 
bed after last call, and the exes of old boyfriends. Okay, so 
maybe the last one is my fantasy world calling. She just stared 
at me. I smoothed it over by telling her I was always open to 
new (not sure I was ever with a lesbian before...!) experiences. 
She softened up at that. Lucky for me. 


So we've been together for about eight months, and we've 
kept our separate apartments, as we still sometimes meet in 
the darkroom. Natalie is methodical in her love as she is in 
the darkroom. I always went in there sort of haphazardly, 
wondering if anything’d come out at all. Natalie, on the other 
hand, is a professional. Ask her, she'll say yes, but with a 
smirk, My Natalia. The strong petal that blew into my win- 
dow one day, wiggled her way into my negative carrier, 
splashed into my developer tray, only to reappear on my easel, 
waiting to be mounted. Too much love sometimes. I even try 
to look for the pain and suffering and it’s not there. So 
instead of looking harder, I just set my coffee cup down, take 
Natalie’s hand from across the table, our photos spread 
between us, and I lead her into my lens, my secret places, 
where we are one. She finds her way into my photo montages 
until suddenly I have one large display of her, and her and her 
and her, and my friends look at me a little strange. Until they 
see her apartment, with a collage in equal size, of their friend, 
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their cohort, in their face. I never had to explain — my 
clothes on the hamper and my philosophy books on the cof- 
fee table said it all. 


' nd then there are Natalie’s friends. Mostly they are a 
% hoot. But they don’t know that. They’re really 


“haughty and angular and with the exception of 
Maddy and Jee, they are quite serious women. Hmmm. ] 
think they thought “hmmm” of me, too. 


Once they leave, Natalie and J are in an uproar, giggling, pos- 
ing, and then I wonder where she got these women. I mean, 
I have white friends, too, but not like these. The extravagant 
clothes, the jewelry, the noses literally high in the air! She 
doesn’t see them too often ‘cause of her work schedule, and I 
really wouldn’t mind if she saw them more often, because 
sometimes I feel like the hungry flower wrapping my tendrils 
around her... and the squeeze stops when she frees herself and 
lets loose with her silly friends. It’s good for her, no? 


There was one time, though, when I stamped my foot down 
and said, “No more of this giiera fru-fru shit.” It happened 
like this... one of Natalie’s friends came over and stared at the 
montage of my photos on the wall, then turned and said to 
me, “Are you really Mexican? I mean, your skin is light and 
you hardly have an accent...” and then her sentence dropped 
off because Natalie was looking at me and I was staring at this 
woman who just didn’t get it. 


When | began to cross the room to this woman, this so-called 
open-minded feminist as most of Natalie’s friends believe 
themselves to be, Natalie intervened. Her voice low, but 
breaking a little, she said to me, “Now, love, c’mon, now,” 
and I pushed her arm away and said, “Has anyone ever told 
you that you are ignorant?” 


Her friend backed off. looking at Natalie, apologizing pro- 
fusely. Apologizing to Nat! As if she got Natalie's pet mon- 
key angry enough to warrant a fit. She left soon after, mainly 
because I cast my eye on her scornfully until she had no 
choice but to surrender. And Natalie has not had her over to 
the apartment since. I stamped my foot against the white 
women that walked through her door and felt entitled to 
make such throwaway comments. And Nat respected that, no 
longer wanted to associate with them. 


% guess my friends are a little confused. I have friends of 

different colors, and only a couple of them really ques- 

~ tion my judgement at this love affair with an Angla, 

but hey, at least they give me credit for choosing Natalie. Not 

that I felt I ever had a choice with Natalie. She just flew in 
and the door slammed and I was hers. 


My friends seem more confused by this whole bisexual thing, 
as they like to refer to it. I laugh when it’s brought up, spill 
my coffee over the brim, look into their eyes and say plainly, 
“I am in love. That is all.” And then we move on to more 


complex subjects — the next sadistic office meeting, the 
exhibit at Tula’s studio, the loss of a wallet on the avenue. 


And then, just Natalie and I. Sometimes I let her talk and 
talk in the darkroom, watch her fresh pink lips move, brush 
the curls away from her face as she leans over the papercutter, 
put my hands on her hips so I can see the glimmer of surprise 
as she insists on continuing her train of thought. 


When I finally kiss her, and the slice of photo paper falls to 
the floor, and the hum of the safelights is all that can be 
heard, I know that is all. That is all. 


Luna Desnuda ts a bisexual writer and wishes to open her adopted 
town s first women/bi/gay/trans-friendly sex shop. She is three years 
new to the Pacific Northwest, originally from Los Angeles, CA. 
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PO Box 7327 
Langley Park, MD 20787 
E-mail: BiNetUSA@aol.com 


- What is BiNet USA? 


_ | BiNet USA is the oldest and largest national Bisexual organization in the USA. Our mission is to collect and 


is 
br 


_ distribute information regarding Bisexuality; to facilitate the development of Bisexual community and visi- 


bility; to work for the equal rights of Bisexuals and all oppressed people’s; and to eradicate all forms of 
oppression inside and outside the Bisexual community. We are committed to being affirmatively inclusive 
of a multicultural constituency and political agenda. 


Becoming a member of BiNet USA is an opportunity to join with others who share your vision of a Bi- 
friendly world, and who recognize the value and power of a vibrant national! political action organization 
of Bisexuals and Bi-friendly supporters. We have accomplished a great deal since BiNet USA was first con- 
ceived of at the 1987 march on Washington, DC. We have a great future ahead of us, and we look forward 
to welcoming you to our ranks. 


ee Tl 
ees 


Yes, I want to join BiNet USA! 
Name: 
Postal Address: 
Email Address: 
Phone: | Is discretion necessary? Yes__— No__ 


BiNet USA asks that each member donate $1 per $1,000 of annual income. For those who are able, we ask 
that you consider donating between $1 and $10 per $1,000 income (between 0.1% and 1%). No one is 
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by Jenna Jones 
“Barbara, get the fuck out of here!” 


Barbara heard the words yet stood motionless. She saw the 


fury and the tears in Erika’s eyes but only one thought ran 
through Barbara's head: She knows my name. She knows my 
name. She knows my name! After months of quietly fantasiz- 
ing about what she would do if she were with Erika alone in 
this office here she was, looking at her completely naked, and 
she couldn’t move. 


“Barbara, GET THE FUCK OUT!” Those words again. 
Her name, how good it 
sounded coming from those 
lips! How good it would 
sound if it were said in a 
moan, as Barbara slid her fin- 
gers up inside the moist mys- 
tery land between Erika’s 
legs. How beautiful it looked, 
that deep black forest of 
moist fur, beckoning her, 
“come hither.” She would go 
to Erika, caress her with her 
tongue from her forest wet- 
lands to her plump breasts, 
over her shoulders, around 


“GET OUT!” Wait. Something was wrong. Erika’s look did 
not beckon. And her words — what were they exactly? She 
had heard those words before together somewhere... long 
ago, as a child...the day she burst in on her parents in the 
middle of — oh no. Barbara looked up. There was a man 
there with Erika, with his pants around his ankles, tying a 
used condom in a knot before tossing it in the trash. Blood 
rushed to Barbara’s cheeks. Before she could stop it, a tidal 
wave of sorrow rushed up her throat and out her eyes, tears 
pouring out in torrents as she moaned aloud. She dropped 
everything that was in her hands, and ran. 


She had fled to the safety of the copy room and was almost 
out of the office when she realized what she had dropped — 
the fantasy writing she had stolen from Erika’s wastebasket 
weeks ago while cleaning her office. She had taken it to work 
with her tonight to wear under her uniform next to her skin. 
...And her keys! Her house keys were on that ring, as well as 
the keys to all the offices. She would have to go back! Best to 
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the back of her neck, and... Movey 
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just run in and grab everything before Erika would have a 
chance to pick them up. She turned to run back, but tripped 
over her own mop. Oh fuck, she thought, as she tumbled 
backwards, her head impacting sharply with a shredder 
machine on the table behind her. She saw her world spinning 
but felt no pain... then all went dark. 


*** * 


Erika rushed forward to shut her office door. She turned 
around to face Ray, who was calmly pulling up his pants and 
tucking in his shirt. The carrot 
he had been offering to stimu- 
late her with only moments 
before — a leftover from her 
lunch on Friday — lay on the 
desk, atop an invoice. 


“Ray, I’m sorry about that.” 
Actually, after the initial shock 
she wasn't really so upset — the 
little interruption had at least 
gotten her out of the awkward 
situation of refusing to take a 
carrot anally. 






“What happened? Who was 


that woman?” 


“That was Barbara — the janitor. She’s —” Erika stopped. 
How could she say to Ray, “She’s my office crush” without 
hurting his feelings? “She’s the janitor is all,” Erika finished. 


“She dropped something.” Ray strode over to the door and 
picked up a piece of paper and a bunch of keys. “What’s this?” 
He unfolded the paper and began to read: 


‘l am the warden in a women’s prison. There is one woman who 
enters the prison with yet black hair and fierce brown eyes, I fall in 
love with her for no good reason. I like looking into her eyes. She 
looks like something wild and untamed —” 


“Give me that!” Erika grabbed the paper from Ray and crum- 
pled it up. “Ray, let’s get out of here and go get some coffee 


or something.” 


“1 have a better idea.” Ray moved toward Erika and pressed 
his body gently against hers. “You have no clothes on, Erika. 
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We can't go out for coffee. It’s nice in here, let’s just stay a lit- 
tle longer...” He backed her up against her desk and sat her 
up on it. Her body began to respond involuntarily, her mouth 
opening, wetness creeping back between her legs. “I don't 
understand you Erika, but I have a feeling that you're never 
boring...” How she wanted him again! But there was a carrot 
pressing up against her butt. 


“Ray, would you please check and make sure the coast is 
clear? I don’t want us to be interrupted again.” When he got 
off her and went to peek into the hallway, Erika jumped off 
the desk and buried the carrot in the garbage, then leapt back 
onto the desk. Hurriedly, she reached in her top drawer for 
her Sheik Mint Scented céndom, which she unwrapped and 
placed inside her cheek. She was going to try a new trick she 
had seen at a recent Safer Sex Sluts show. 


Ray returned and Erika ran her hands down his front and 
began unbuckling his belt. His penis was already popping out 
of his pants as she took it in one hand and began to stroke it, 
as she tickled his balls with the other. Ray’s pants fell to the 
floor. He looked as if he were about to faint. Erika moved off 
the desk and turned Ray around so that he was leaning 
against it. “There, just relax...” She had to resist the urge to 
mount him like a wild steed. But she wanted to try out this 
trick on something other than her dildo, and it would prove 
a good distraction from the topic of... vegetables. 


She continued to stroke his penis while turning the condom 
around with her tongue. This penis thing seemed alien... and 
it reminded her a little of milking a cow on a school field trip 
as a kid. As she kneeled on the floor, she began to think of 
hay and the sound of mooing cows, and the fear of being 
kicked in the face by the one she was milking. She had to 
shake her head to get the thought out and concentrate on the 
task at hand. 


“Oh, Erika!” Ray was groaning. “Where do you come from?” 


“I come from Northampton, Massachusetts,” Erika thought, 
“The Lesbian Capital of the World.” She now had the con- 
dom situated correctly between her teeth. She moved in 
toward his penis. It seemed huge, like a zeppelin. How ever 
would she fit that thing in her mouth? Ray moaned louder as 
she brought the wet condom to the tip of his penis and began 
to unroll it... “all the way down to the hair” as it said in the 
instructions. She pretended that his penis was a lollipop, a 
mint-flavored soft-serve ice cream, a popsicle on a hot sum- 
mer day. She continued to hold Ray’s penis and stroke his 
balls as she sucked and licked, seeing the ice cream man driv- 
ing away in her mind’s eye. She was really beginning to enjoy 
it! This man business was highly underrated. 


“Oh GOD, Erika, oh, you’re so beautiful!” 


She felt Ray's penis-lollipop pulsate several times and then it 
went soft. Ray was panting and dripping with sweat. She 
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must have done a good job! “But, um... Don’t you think we 
should have used a condom?” 


“TA-DA!” Erika pulled the condom off of Ray's dripping 
penis and presented it to him. His eyes widened. “So you see, 
Ray, she said, “you have nothing to worry about.” Ray 
breathed a sigh of relief as Erika threw the condom into the 
trash, feeling extremely accomplished and pleased with her- 
self. “Now, let’s go get some coffee!” 


They spent a few minutes gathering Erika’s clothes together 
and putting them back on her, and then they turned out the 
office lights and headed out the door, both of them grinning 
from ear to ear. As they were leaving, Erika’s foot knocked up 


against a ring of keys. 


“Barbara... I had forgotten about her!” She picked up the keys 
and tossed them about in her hand. “We'll have to leave these 
somewhere where she'll get them... if we go down to the 
lobby, we can put them in the head janitor’s mailbox.” They 
locked up the office and headed down the hall. Erika reached 
for Ray's hand and pulled him toward her for another kiss. 
They stumbled and tripped over each other as they made 
their way toward the elevator, nibbling on each others ears. 


In the hallway, a mop was lying on the floor next to an over- 
turned bucket. Dirty mop water was everywhere. “That’s 
weird,” Erika said, “I can’t imagine she’d just leave such a 
mess lying there. I wonder if she’s still around.” They stepped 
over the mop and headed out, Ray first, Erika behind him, 
holding hands so as not to slip in the dirty water. 


“Oh, jeez,” wheezed Ray as they passed the employee lounge 
turned the corner. 


“What? Oh no.” 


The two of them stood side by side, 
watching the blood drip slowly from f 


the head of the unconscious janitor. 


Dear Jane 1s an ongotng story-1n- ( 
progress written round-robin by 
the staff of Anything That 
Moves. The first three sections 
appeared, respectively, in Issues 
#9, #10 and #11. (We asked read- 
ers to Please Stand By Due 
to Technical Difficulties in Issue 
#12). This issue’s section 1s 
written by Jenna Jones, our 
resident Web queen and currently 
a very harried grad student with 
just enough time on her hands to 
ponder creative uses of vegetables 


for this story. 
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is dedicated to providing an education that demystifies learning and empowers students through a critical perspective 
that places knowledge within social, political, and historical contexts; an activist orientation that involves students direct- 
ly in struggles for progressive social change; and a multicultural vision that celebrates and explores diverse communities 
in society. New College has been a leader in the alternative education movement since its founding in 1971. Today, New 
College is composed of the School of Humanities (including the Humanities Program, the Weekend College, the 
Graduate Poetics M.A. and M.F.A. Program, the Teaching Credential Program, and the Science Institute), the Public 


Interest Law School, and the Graduate School of Psychology. 
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Contains: 
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| The Bisexual Resource Guide, published by the 


Bisexual Resources Center, is available for only 
US $11.95, postage paid. To order YOUR copy, 
send a check, along with your address, to: 
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P.O. Box 639 
Cambridge, MA 02140, USA 


Order now! 
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l Advice from A untie Margo 
ES Uncle Bill 


Dear Uncle Bull: 


Is bisexuality hereditary? It seems to run in my family. My sister 
has had relationships with both men and women, I have a gay 
uncle who was married for over 20 years, and I strongly suspect 
that my own parents used to be into “swinging” when they were 


younger. (But I won't ask, and I'm pretty sure MY mother wont 


tell me.) And then there's me — I'm a guy who likes guys and gats 
about equally. What do you think? 
—Dan 


Dear Dan: 


To my knowledge, no studies have been done on whether 
bisexuality is hereditary. That's the literal answer to your 
question. Researchers have only recently tried seriously to 
answer that question for homosexuality", so it's probably way 
too optimistic to believe that anyone is conducting formal 
studies on bis. 


Sexual behavior is influenced by many external factors, such 
as social pressure, exposure to specific sexual practices, reli- 
gious beliefs (usually anti-gay in the Western world), and 
availability of partners (and their genders). Thus, someone 
may “feel” he is bisexual but never express bisexual behavior 
— i.e., he sleeps with only men, only women, or is celibate 
(by choice or by lack of opportunity). 


What your mother won't tell you is that most of us have 
the potential to be sexual with people of either gender. 


To complicate matters further, how someone identifies may 
not reflect actual behavior. Also, a person's sexual preferences 
may change over time. For example, many gay men marry 
early in life. Most of them don’t identify as “bi” if they get 






divorced and sleep exclusively thereafter with men. So, while 
it may appear over the course of several decades that your 
uncle’s sexuality is “bisexual,” he probably doesn’t identify as 
such. 


If your parents had sexual encounters and relationships 
outside their marriage, it doesn’t mean those were bisexual in 
nature, either. Many heterosexual men are turned on by 
seeing two women making love, and many couples are turned 
on by “partner-swapping,” which just means that each gets to 
sleep with someone new of the opposite gender. 


In fact, these two activities account for a great deal of what 1s 
called “swinging.” And most swingers (especially men) iden- 
tify as straight. But wait — even if your dad or mom did 
engage in same-sex relations, either or both of them might 
still identify as straight. It’s their choice. Confusing, huh? 


I think that sexual curiosity is natural, and there are probably 
some family settings where exploration is less discouraged 
than the (uptight) norm. Maybe that’s what's really going on 
at your household, Dan. 


— Uncle Bill 


* Simon Le Vay is the neuroanatomist who first discovered the 

apparent differences tn brain structure between homosexuals and 
heterosexuals — all that “hypothalamus gland” stuff you might 
remember from a while back. I dont know what, if anything, he 
says about bisexuals. But if you're interested in the “gay vs. 

straight” biological determinism issue (boy, there's a phrase), one of 
my colleagues recommends his book, Queer Science, published by 
MIT Press, Boston (ISBN 0-262-12199-9). 


Uncie Bill (aka Bill Brent) edits and publishes two sex-oriented publications. Black Sheets is a bi-oriented zine for 


kinky, queer, intelligent, and irreverent folk. The Black Book is a 196-page, illustrated resource guide for the erotic 
explorer. Bill has also worked as a switchboard supervisor with San Francisco Sex Information. 
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Dear Auntie Margo, 


My girlfriend and I have been together and monogamous for three 
years. Lately, she has been renting some pornography videos with 
men and women. She says she likes to watch men and women 
having sex and it doesnt mean that she wants to have sex with 
men, she's just curious. Some of them I dont mind too much, but I 
dont really find them a turn-on and some of them are downright 
boring. What do you think? Does she really want to have sex with 
men? Do you like pornography? Do a lot of women like to watch 
sex videos? 

Wondering Wanda 


Dear Wondering Wanda,' 


Wanting to indulge in watching a particular depiction of sex- 
ual activity doesn't necessarily mean that someone wants to 
do it in reality. One of porn’s values is that it allows us to 
enjoy, in our fantasies, activities that we can't or dont want 
to experience in real life. It seems to me that if she has given 
you no reason to doubt her word, you can believe what she 
says. 


Absolutely, I like some porn, just as I like some movies, some 
books, some TV programs, some music. | certainly like 
porn better than "shoot-'em-up, blow-'em-up" mainstream 
movies. Pornography, simply defined as any depiction of 
sexual activity, can include a range of materials, visual and 
written, commercial or not, classic or contemporary. What 
your mother never told you is that porn and erotica can be 
titillating, funny, hot, trashy, elegant, interesting, mind-bog- 
gling, boring (or any combination thereof), just as any other 
form of media. 


More and more women are enjoying various forms of erotica. 
Traditionally, porn has been the realm of men, and most 
women have not had the opportunity to know what's avail- 
able, or have not allowed themselves to endulge their curiosi- 
ties and fantasies, or have felt that sexual materials were not 
"good" for them or others. 


However, there has been an explosion of erotica by and for 
women in the last 15 or so years. Women not only are par- 
ticipants in videos but direct and produce them. A lot more 
women are writing erotica and producing and editing books 
and magazines. Many women have told me that they prefer 
porn with story-lines, communication and caring, and 
humor. 


Perhaps you and your partner might want to expand your 
repertoire, so you won't feel turned-off or bored. Erotica 
shared can be erotica enhanced. Go to the video store 
together and choose some variety: two women, group sex, 


whatever. Sometimes videos are available of old 1940s and 
1950s black-and-white films, which can be amusing. Buy 
some hot books and read them to each other. Scour used 
bookstores for classics — sometimes you can find books of 
classic erotic art as well as fiction. ‘Create your own: verbal, 
written, or visual. 


You also have Auntie Margo's permission not to enjoy porn. 
It's all a matter of personal preference. Some people are 


appalled that I don't like science fiction. 


Here are some resources for those who don't have a lot of 
options in their locale. 


* My fellow columnist publishes Black Sheets, 1(800)818- 


8823. This is a sexy, irreverant bi-oriented zine. 


* Cleis Press, Box 8933, Pittsburg, PA. 1(800)780-2279, fax 
1(412)937-1567. E-mail: pghcleis@aol.com. Their “smart, 
sexy, edge-defining books” include collections of erotica 
which may appeal to many bisexuals. 


* Last Gasp, 777 Florida Street, San Francisco, CA 94110. 
1(800)848-4277, fax 1(415)824-1836. They sell a variety 
of publications including comics and humor. 


* Masquerade Books, 801 Second Avenue, New York, 
NY 10017. 1(800)375-2356, fax 1(212)986-7355. The 
descriptions alone of their books, classic and contempo- 
rary, are a turn-on! 


* The Sexuality Library, 938 Howard Street, San Francisco, 
CA 94103. (415)974-8990. Their catalogue includes 
books and videos sold by Good Vibrations, a collectively 
owned and operated sex toy store. The selections are 
made by women staff. 


— Auntie Marge 


What your mother probably never told 
you was that Auntie Margo & Uncle 
Bill are available to answer all your 
questions on sex, love, relation- 
ships, etc. Send them c/o BABN, 

2261 Market St. #496, San 
Francisco, CA 94114-1600. 








We’ll only use your 


initials or a pen . th: 
name, so don’t fd te 
worry, your mother ‘ieee, ; 
won't find out... SB ae. 


Auntie Margo (aka Margo Rila, Ed.D) is a sexologist and counselor. She was the training coordinator of San Francisco 
Sex Information for 22 years, is on the faculty of the Institute for the Advanced Study of Human Sexuality, and was | 


a founding member of the Bi Center in San Francisco. She also has a business as a home and office organizer. 
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‘BISEXUAL BOOKSTORE OPENS 


ie Bisexual Resource Center has created a 
sexual bookstore as a site on the World Wide 
eb. Books purchased through the Bisexual 
Be okstore help to finance the educational work 
of the Bisexual Resource Center through their 
* arrangement with Amazon Books in Seattle. 
You shop in the BRC’s web space, but Amazon 
takes the orders and ships the books. 


In return, Amazon give the BRC a small “find- 
er's fee” based on sales volume. Most books are 
sold at or below list price and delivery is usually 
two to three days for items that are in stock. 

The Bookstore currently “stocks” about 500 
titles, and the number is growing daily as shop- 


| honored 





|The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 


Lani Ka’ahumanu during the 


closing plenary at the Creating Change confer- 
ence this past November, for her long-time 


community activism and organizing within the 
queer community. The award is the first time 
the 24-year old queer rights organization has 
honored an out bisexual as a bisexual activist 


I since it began hosting the Creating Change 


conference nine years ago. 


Ka’ahumanu, who has been doing queer nghts 
organizing for more than 20 years, is the co- 
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pers send in new suggestions. In fact, the book 
list has more than tripled since the store opened 


in October. 


The Bisexual Bookstore may be reached at: 


www.norn,org/pub/other-orgs/bre/bookstore. 


editor, with Loraine Hutchins, of Bi Any Other Name, the ground-breaking 


bisexual anthology. She is a founding organizer and past national coordinator 


of BiNet USA, and a founding member of BiPol, which was the first bisexual ] 


Br DOCUMENTARY TAPING BEGINS 


Production commenced 1n 


January on the television docu- 


mentary Beyond Either/Or: The 
Fluidity of Sexual Destre. 
Toronto-based director Bruce 
Glawson will be on location in 
Vancouver, Seattle, Portland, 
and San Francisco, and is plan- 
ning to visit other parts of 
Canada and the United States 
later this year. 


The one-hour documentary 
will present the compelling, 
amusing, and touching stories 
of an eclectic sample of bisexual 
men and women, whose life 
journeys call into question con- 
ventional wisdom regarding 
sexuality, and celebrate the nch 
diversity of contemporary 
human relationships. 


All news briefs have been culled from press releases 


Beyond Either/Or will go 
beyond a simple plea for 
tolerance of difterence to chal- 
lenge and provoke the viewer to 
perhaps reconsider commonly 
held beliefs about his or her 
own sexuality and that of 
others. The documentary ts 
intended for international tele- 
cast and educational use. 


For further information 
please contact Bruce at 
(416) 323-3860 or by e-mail 
at bglawson@inforamp.net. 


Bruce is accepting donations 
towards the production. 
Contact him for details, 


sent to ATM by the named organizations. To submit a 


| press release, e-mail it to: qswitch@igc.apc.org. News 
only, please. We do not consider commercial products 
news. Thanks. 





political action group in the United States. 





COLAGE Names Br EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


Children of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere (COLAGE) has recent- 
ly named Felicia Park-Rogers to be the new executive director. Park- 
Rogers is the second executive director to hold the position, and the 
first one to be bisexual. Founded six years ago, COLAGE is a 
national organization, providing support and advocacy for children 


who have BGLT parents. 


The 25 year-old Park-Rogers is excited and challenged by the new 
position. She was promoted from within the organization to be the 
first paid director, and seems uniquely suited for the job. “We call it 
second generation. I’m an out daughter of an out parent- my mom 
was bisexual for nine years before coming out as lesbian. So I grew 
up with a bi mom for a third of my life.” 


COLAGE provides a wide variety of services and support. “We 
have about 15 groups around the country,” explains Park-Rogers, 
“and an annual conference for children as well as parents, this year 
July 24-27 in Philadelphia.” COLAGE also supports an e-mail 
discussion list for children, a quarterly newsletter, and the organi- 
zation acts as an international information clearinghouse for queer 
families, media, and students doing research. They also do local 
organizing around custody issues and laws against same-gender 
marriage. 


COLAGE is run entirely by and for kids with BGLT parents. 
There is a national steering committee, members of which are 
between the ages of 16 and 27. Although the precedent is that 
COLAGE is youth-run, all children of BGLT parents, including 


adult children, are welcome. 


ANYTHING ‘THAT MOVES 


Gay PROGRAMMER FIRED For SOFTWARE ACTIVISM 


Computer users who purchased the pre- 
Christmas shipment of SimCopter may 
find a surprise in their game — a hack by 
'an in-house programmer who supple- 
| mented the game’s cast of pulchritudinous 
female “Sims” with broad-shouldered male 
| “Sims” in swimsuits. SimCopter manufac- 
turer Maxis Inc. discovered programmer 
Jacques Servin's provocative hack only 
after more than 50,000 copies of the game 
had been shipped. Servin was terminated, 


The game has been re-coded, according to 
Maxis spokesman Patrick Buechner. 


“My job was to make the little people with 
a body and animation editor,” says Servin. 
“The artist who used my editor to make 
| the bodies ... was aggressively heterosexu- 
| al, and made several ‘bimbos,’ which was 
my boss's term,” recalls Servin, who is gay. 


“At a certain point | wondered, ‘Bimbos — 
why not studs? ” 


Servin stripped one of the male Sims, producing, 
in his words, “a muscleboy in swim trunks.” He 
then altered the game code so that “should you 
encounter one of these youths, you must kiss 
him. He will kiss you back.” ‘The act of kissing a 
male Sim — as when kissing a female character 
— triggers loud smooching noises on the digital 
soundtrack. 


Servin says he coded the “muscle boys” to 
appear only every few months of play. But 
unfortunately, says Servin, “my random- 
number generator didn’t work as I'd 
planned;” the hunky Sims appear more 
often, especially in the final level of game- 
play. SimCity creator Will Wright him- 
self, discovered the hack, 
which will churn out more men at certain 
times of year, like Friday the 13th and 
Servin’s birthday, Sept. 30. Then, Servin 
claims, “everywhere you look,” you'll see 
“muscle studs kissing everything in sight, 
Servin also used 


Servin says, 


especially one another.” 


GENDERPAC & HRC Lossy CAPITOL HILL 


January marked the turning of a corner as, for the 
first time, the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) 
and GenderPAC (GPAC) made a series of joint 
calls on Capitol Hill. The day's activities, 
organized by HRC Senior Policy Advocate 
Nancy Buermeyer, was devoted to conducting 
basic education around bi/intersexed/trans 
issues, and discussing prospects for Employment 
Non-Discrimination ACT (ENDA) trans- 
inclusion with the bill’s sponsors. 


Lobbyists Dana Priesing (GPAC), Deb 
Kolodny (BiNet USA/GPAC), Nancy 
Buermeyer (HRC), Kris Pratt (HRC) and 
Riki Wilchins (GPAC) called on a half-dozen 
congressional offices. The meetings were all 
constructive, and most included a _ basic 
“Gender 101” for the staffers, as well as plans 
for return visits. 


On a sobering note, the advice of most leg- 
islative assistants, including ENDA sponsors, 
was that trans-inclusion is probably not viable 
at this point, and might delay the bill's passage 
5-10 years, “If this is what we're hearing from 
our ENDA friends,” Wilchins said, “it may 
signal time to re-evaluate our emphasis and 
consider shifting some of our resources to hate 
crimes, psychiatric abuse of gender-variant 
children, and intersexed genital mutilation.” 


The meetings marked the first held under 
GPAC auspices since its articles of association 
were signed and formalized in February of 
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1996, and GPAC lobbyists sought to repre- 
sent all the marginalized groups that could be | 
considered within their mission of fighting 
including trans- 
genders, bisexuals, the leather community, 
crossdressers, the intersexed and transsexuals. 
Said a GPAC spokesperson, “We're trying to 
cast as wide a net as possible in pursuing our 
ractal | 


“gender-based oppression,” 


motto of ‘gender, affectional and 


equality.” 


The meetings also marked the first time a 
lobbyist specifically from a bisexual organiza- 
tion has been on the Hill representing the | 
concerns of their community. “Naturally we're 
disappointed to hear from ENDA sponsors 
that trans-inclusion might harm the bill,” said 
Deb Kolodny. “On the other hand, we were 
pleased that every office expressed genuine 
concern about bisexual and transgender issues 
and a desire to work closely with us in the | 


future.” 


“Education is one of our strongest tools in 
working with Congress,” Buermeyer said. “I 
the 
GenderPAC to continue this vital first step. 
The upcoming 2nd National Gender Lobby 
Day May 5th will provide an excellent oppor- 


tunity to continue this education. I'm excited 


look forward to working with 


about participating.” 


the animation editor to thicken the legs 


and arms of some of the female Sims “to 
try to make them into drag queens,” but 


says that they still “weren't noticeably any- | 


thing but hot chicks.” 


Maxis spokesman Buechner said Servin 


was fired solely “due to the insertion of | 


unauthorized content.” Servin says he’s 
“actually delighted” to be unemployed, and 
stresses that he didn't intend to harm his 
former employers, who he describes as 
“very enlightened” about gay issues. He 
was, however, trying to make a point about 
how “heterosexual content 1s always 
implicit” in computer games. 


“['ve always wanted to be an activist,” says Servin, 
“but activism is so moribund now. Do you think 


these heads of corporations are going to walk | 
into an art gallery and say, ‘Oh, wow — I was | 


wrong’? Symbols are so much more powerful 
where you don't expect them.” 








kd. ng sh bj of mayen 





Marie = kd. Pais told Fiona Neil, 
“T think I have always known it, but I 
didn’t really know there was a name for 






| it, or that it was 











1995 to Chrissie Hynde that she was 
starting to question her se u 
a model for Mac cosmetics, lang’s 
| renowned charm clearly worked | won- 
| ders on her interviewer, seth iting in 
in ly positive article, 









| disclosure about her current relation- 







travels with her. eos apnea 
‘somewhat — any ideas? _ : 








CONTACT: Dana Priesing, (703) 578-0903 or | xq. 


e-mail DPriesing@waontine.com 







7 . her attraction to | 


ferent, but I have | 
always felt inclined towards women. i 





The iceke ia a, 5 contents in 


ity . Now 


Tis hed stapes ie oct doe 


‘ships. k.d. lang’s partner is a female | 
American musician who occasionally | 





~ Steve C, Bi Community News | 


57 


58 





Anything That Moves welcomes unsolicited manuscripts, photographs, and illustrations. We are 
particularly interested in work by bi/pan/or-similarly-sexuals, people of color, transgender- or transsexual- 
identified, those who are differently abled, and those challenged by AIDS or HIV, as well as material not 


previously published and/or from new or unpublished wri 


WRITERS: 


ATM accepts submissions such as literary, film, theater, and music reviews; fiction; non-fiction commentary and feature articles; and 


news reports on the bisexual community or individuals. 


FICTION: Any content is up for consideration and need not address bisexuality specifically, however, bisexual content is given priori- 


ty. Please, 2500 words or less. 


Non-FicTION COMMENTARY: ATM provides space for writers to explore contemporary issues related to bisexuality that are editori- 


al in nature — personal opinions and viewpoints. Submissions should not exceed 900 words. 


REVIEWS: ATM publishes reviews of books, film, music, conferences, exhibits, theater, and anything else related to bisexual artists, topics, 
and/or themes as well as subjects of interest to bisexuals. Reviews should not exceed 900 words, Black & white photos or stats of reviewed 
book jackets, or black & white theatrical/portfolio promotional photos to accompany reviews are greatly appreciated. 


FEATURES & INTERVIEWS: ATM publishes features relating to any angle of bisexual life — cultural, lifestyle, spiritual, sexual, health, 


relationship, political... you name it. Please, 2500 words or less. 


PHOTOGRAPHERS AND ILLUSTRATORS: 


ATM is interested in receiving (read: at times desperate for) photo submissions (single photos as well as photo essays), illustrations, computer 
graphics, and cartoons. Erotic/nude photos will be considered. All photos containing models or subjects with identifiable and/or copyright- 
ed likenesses must be accompanied by a signed photo release form and age statement. Illustrations must be submitted in stat, velox, or clean 
photocopy form. Do not submit originals, as ATM cannot be responsible for them, Photographer's, designer's or illustrator's name, address, 


and phone number must be attached to the back of each submission. 





THE FINE PRINT, PART I: 


Submissions must be typed, double-spaced, 
on clean white paper and must include the 
author's name, address and phone number on 
each page. In your cover letter, please note 
whether you have submitted your manuscript 
to any other media source, and if it has been 
previously published. 

Submissions must include a word count and 
a SASE. Handwritten, illegible, or single- 
spaced copy will be returned. 47M will glad- 
ly accept manuscripts on disk (Microsoft 
Word for Macintosh 4.0 or higher, please) 
ONLY if accompanied by a hard copy as you 
know how finicky those disks-through-the- 
mail can be. 

Send all submissions to: 

Anything That Moves: Submissions, 2261 
Market St. #496, San Francisco, CA 94114- 
1600. Manuscripts may also be submitted via 
e-mail, to: qswitch@igc.apc.org. 





THE FINE PRINT, PART II: 


Notification of acceptance will be made with- 
in 6-8 weeks, although publication date can- 
not be given (accepted material is often kept 
on file and considered for each new issue). 
Accepted material cannot be returned. Do 
not send originals, as ATM will not be 
responsible for them. Rejected material 
returned only if accompanied by the correct 
amount of postage. 
PLEASE NOTE: 


All submissions must be accompanied by a 
cover letter that includes a brief (30 words or 
less) biography of the writer and a listing of 
submissions by title. Please indicate if the 
contribution has been published or submit- 
ted for consideration elsewhere. 

Pen names are permitted; however, 
the author’s real name, address, and phone 
number must accompany the submission (not 
for publication). 


ANYTHING THAT MOVES 


Virtual Children “Protected” 


ee. If you have news items for Censorship 
i a Watch, please send them to Liz 
, | Highleyman, lz@black-rose.com or in 
4 care of ATM. 





Communications Decency Act Update 


The last issue of Censorship Watch reported on the defeat of 
the Communications Decency Act (CDA), a law that would 
restrict computer-based communication that is deemed 
“patently offensive.” The law was challenged by two large 
groups of plaintiffs that included librarians, publishers, com- 
puter companies, and thousands of individual Internet users. 
Last June, a three-judge panel in Philadelphia ruled that the 
CDA represented an unconstitutional restriction of free 
speech, and blocked the law from taking effect. The govern- 
ment appealed the verdict to the Supreme Court. On Dec. 6, 
1996, the nation’s highest court agreed to hear the appeal. The 
hearing is expected to take place in March or April, and a deci- 
sion should be rendered by July. 


Much of the controversy surrounding the CDA involved the 
issue of children accessing sexually explicit material. The 
judges in the case stated that the law could not interfere with 
the right of adults to access certain types of material, even if 


that material might not be appropriate for children. If the © 


CDA were to go into effect, on-line discussion of topics such 


as homosexuality and AIDS prevention might be prohibited. 
New Child Porn Restrictions 


The federal appropriations bill passed by Congress in October 
included a provision known as the Child Pornography 
Prevention Act of 1996. The law prohibits any visual depiction 
that “appears to be” a minor engaging in sexually explicit con- 
duct, even if no children are actually involved in its production. 
The legislation outlaws computer-generated images and 
altered photographs that appear to portray children, as well as 
the use of older models or actors who “appear to be” under 18 
years of age. Previously, only porn that depicted actual children 
was illegal. Free-speech advocates claim that the law is uncon- 
stitutionally broad. 


NEA Ruling Overturned 


The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in California ruled on 
November 5th that a law requiring the National Endowment 
for the Arts (NEA) to consider “decency and respect” for “pub- 
lic values” when making grants to artists is unconstitutional. 
The 1990 law has been on hold since 1992, when it was chal- 
lenged by four performance artists — Karen Finley, John 
Fleck, Holly Hughes and Tim Miller, all of whom except 
Finley are queer — who were denied NEA funding for their 
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controversial and often sexually explicit work. The NEA is iss a 
gained widespread attention when Senator Jesse Helms cat 
demned funding of art that is homoerotic, offensive to ligion 
or judged to be otherwise objectionable. In a 2-1 ruling, tf the 
three-judge panel called the law “overly vague” and dis ing nae 
tory, since artists could be refused funding based on controve 
sial political, social, or sexual messages. According to judg re 
James Browning, “government funding of the arts...must B 1c. 
viewpoint neutral.” Judges Browning and Warren Fergus 
stated that terms like “decency and respect” and “public valu 
provide no measurable standard, since Americans “have a gre 


many beliefs and values.” 


Vvesauvnn-a owson 


Houghton Criminal Case Over 


Steve and Selina Houghton’s children were removed from 
their New York home in January 1996 after the police were 
given a videotape of the parents engaged in private consensual 
s/m sexual activities. After failing repeatedly to regain custody 
of the children (aged 7 and 12), the couple accepted a plea bar- 
gain in which Selina pled guilty to a disorderly conduct charge 
and Steve pled guilty to endangering the welfare of a minor. 
The case was pursued by a biased police official, despite testi- 
mony by representatives of the county child protection service 
that the children would be better off with their parents and 
were more likely to be harmed by placement in foster care. 
Formal sentencing in the couple’s criminal case took place in 
early January. During the past year, the Houghtons lost their 
jobs and were impoverished by legal bills from the case. 


Free Speech Hero? . 


The People vs. Larry Flynt portrays the porn-monger turned 
civil libertarian who faced Jerry Falwell in front of the Supreme 
Court — and won. Ironically, that case involved libel, not the 
sexually explicit material for which Flynt is best known. Actor 
Woody Harrelson makes a charming Flynt, and the film does 
not portray some of the more unsavory aspects of the real-life 
Flynt (for example, his mental instability and propensity for 
violence). The film’s highlight is newcomer Courtney Love's 
portayal of Flynt's wife Althea. Despite its flaws, I found the 
film’s portayal of the struggle for freedom of speech and against 
government censorship inspiring. We don’t need the first 
amendment to protect pleasant speech that everyone agrees 
with, but rather to protect controversial speech that pisses peo- 
ple off. As Flynt himself said, if the constitution can protect a 
“scumbag” like him, it can protect the rest of us as well. 





Liz Highleyman is a journalist and health educator. She ts editor of 
the pansexual leather community newspaper Cutt Underground, 
and associate editor of the anthology Bisexual Politics (Hayworth 
Press, 1995). 
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lody Alchemy: 
franssexual Portraits 
Loren enn 


(leis Press: Hong Kong, 1996. 


$24. 95 US, $35 Canada. 


J istinal by Mark Silver 


I had previously been to Loren 
installations at San 
Francisco’s 848 Community Center, 
and had been wowed by the images, 
moved by the stories, and impressed 
with the photography. Unfortunately, 
the press of the crowds in the space 
made it difficult to spend much time 
taking it all in. 


Cameron's 


Body Alchemy, Loren’s newly released 
photo book lets me at the photos with- 
out the crowds. The book focuses 
exclusively on the direction he has 
transitioned, female-to-male (FtM), 
and he explores it in enough depth to 
have filled me 
up. The photos 
are divided 
between 
sections 

such as 


“God's 









Man Series,” sed | “Fellas,” ee: 


within each section are compelling sto- 
ries and images. 


I was caught by Loren’s self-portrait of 
himself in his first suit holding a bou- 
quet of carnations, and captivated by 
his story of the purchase. My own 
Uncle Craig died last year unexpected- 
ly, and I was forced to hurry out and 
buy a suit for the funeral. I had no idea 
what I was doing, and so, grief-strick- 
en and stunned, | asked my favorite 
butch dyke, Carol “Big Daddy,” to help 
me out. And she did, steering me 
through pre-xmas shopping mall mad- 
ness to pick out a suit, something | 
could never have done alone. Loren’s 
obvious comfort and pride in the suit, 
with a little edge of self-satisfied smile, 
makes a warm and inviting photo out 
of a pose and costume I usually find 
cold and alienating. 


The most sensational part of the book 
is the one with the photos of genital 
reconstruction, both the metoidioplas- 
ty, which turns the clit into a small 
penis, and phalloplasty, constructing a 
penis from a graft. I appreciate Loren’s 
honesty in putting these pictures in 
because I, for one, am interested in the 
how and what of the new plumbing, 
but too shy and respectful to bother 
friends of mine who are FtM (“excuse 
me, please drop your drawers so I can 
see what it looks like”). I don’t like to 
treat my friends as science experiments, 
and Loren has given me permission to 
see what some of the end results can 
look like. The photos are crisp and 
comfortable at the same time and, for 
my bisexual self, I love seeing the male 
and female merged together in that 
way. It is a physical manifestation of 
the fluidity I feel around gender. 


Loren’s photography captures the 
complexities behind what can be 






tively simple 

images. He shoots clean 
pictures, clear and not grainy, with 
straightforward composition. I do wish 
that he would be a little less clear with 
his imagery, and make the viewer reach 
more for the depths of his message. 
Loren has done an excellent job of 
making a very artistic presentation of 
documentary photos, so much so that I 
have trouble calling it a “documentary.” 
Yet I feel that if he can let go of the 
need to speak absolutely clearly, the 
photos can only get richer. 


The prize for the sweetest series of 
photos is caught in a tie between the 
before and after photos of several of his 
subjects, and the photos of Loren him- 
self with his partner Kayt. The before 


and afters are just plain cute. For one, I 


just love looking at family photos, and 


it is great to see the echo between the 
pretransition younger person, and 
Loren’s photo of the new man. Also, 
knowing that many who go through 
the transition are encouraged by thera- 
pists to hide their past, and attempt to 
pass as if they were born into their pre- 
sent gender, it is wonderful to see the 
honesty of personal history presented 


in such a human way. 


But then, there are the photos of Kayt 
and Loren. The different layers and 
aspects of their relationships come 
through clearly. Although I find some 
of the imagery Loren uses, such as 
crossed swords, a bit heavy-handed 
(something he does in other parts of 
the book as well), the emotions and 
their relationship are in their faces and 
their eyes, and Loren has captured 
themwell. 


So, go buy this beautiful book, read it 
thoroughly, and leave it on your coffee 
table. 


ANYTHING THAT MOVES 


The Golden Gate: 


A novel in verse 

By Vikram Seth 

Vintage Books: New York 1986 
$11 US, $15 Canada. 


Reviewed by Mark Silver 


“You have got to read this book,” my 
wonderful poet friend Alison told me. 
“You are the only person | know crazy 
enough to read this book, too.” The 
fact is, though, you don't have to be 
crazy at all to read The Golden Gate. 


Vikram Seth has crafted an excellent 
book, and he has done it in sonnets. If 
you think you don’t like poetry, drop 
all those prejudices you learned from 
being forced to read pedantic verse 
from another century, and check out 
this book. If you do like poetry, you’re 
already home. 


] approach most poetry as if it has lay- 
ers of meaning; I expect to read it over 
and over to enjoy the different parts | 
sift out. [his book you can just read 
right through. The sonnets are true to 
form, with unerring meter and clever 
rhymes that hardly ever feel like 
Vikram is reaching for them. The 
phrases flow, the couplets sing, and | 
shot through the book in two days. 


The book follows the adventures of 
various San Francisco characters. The 
reason why this bisexual review- 
er thinks you should read it, J 
though, is that one of the main 
characters is unapologetically 
bisexual, and a bisexual man 
at that. Vikram treats th 
character, Paul, like he 
does the rest of the char- 
acters, without any, 
huzzah or preaching #e 
one way or the other. | 
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He does however, deal realistically and 
empathetically with issues of homo- 
phobia in Paul's old friend, and with 
biphobia and internalized homophobia 
in the gay man Paul is seeing. 


The story itself is not radical or revolu- 
tionary. It’s just a regular, 90s inter- 
twining of boy-meets-girl and 
boy-meets-boy love stories, set at the 
crossroads of Bay Area Yuppieville and 
Activist Central, but it has plenty of 
charm, good bisexual content, and | 
just loved the fact that it’s in sonnets. 


So will you. 


Remarkably Sanguine 
Lindasusan and the Total Babes 
PO Bax 420804 

San Francisco, CA 94142-0804 
(415) 863-2248 

$12 US 


Reviewed by E. Anne Killpack 


Lindasusan and the Total Babes, an 
all-girl group from the San Francisco 
Bay Area, have released this first album 
on their own label. For a first album, 
it’s remarkably together and likable, yet 
like so many first albums, it’s not quite 
there yet. 


Lindasusan, the lead vocalist and com- 
poser, has a talent for a nicely phrased 
lyric, and the mellow steel acoustic 


sound reminds me of early Indigo Girls 


Sia they went big-time and 
oe. complex. The production 
‘values are thankfully 
better than many similar 
first efforts; Lindasusan 
co-produced the album 
along with engineer Alex 
‘Nahas, and it’s clear they paid 
‘lots of personal attention to 
achieving a polished sound. 


Lindasusan’s thoughtful lyrics cover 
relationships, anger, and a little quiet 
grief; she’s literate and poetic, although 
once in a while a verse trips on its scan- 


sion. We get poetry, Van Gogh, and 


a 
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even a reference to the Kinsey survey 
tossed in, in a kind of quiet-morning- 
in-a-coffeehouse way that leads natu- 
rally into the focus of the song. The 
phrases turn nicely, and she doesn't 
overload us with metaphors. In “Arm’s 


Length” she says it simply: 


"You and Hamlet comparing notes over 
tea / I understand the feeling far too well/ 
Re used to drink with me.” 


The vocal harmony is wonderful; the 
Babes do an impressive four-part ver- 
sion of “Come Away, Death” from 
Shakespeare's Twelfth Night, to 
Lindasusan’s beautifully baroque 
arrangement of counter-melodies. 
Some of the vocal solos are a little thin, 
maybe because Lindasusan’s still a 
little wary of pushing things. “Guilty” 
has a nice percussion and is reasonably 
kicky, and it’s one of the angriest num- 
bers on the album. Unfortunately, it’s 
angrier than “the angry song (I Deserve 
Better Than This)”, which read good 
and angry on the lyric sheet, but didn’t 
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Asout BABN 


E Bey Area Bisexual Network is an 


a liance of bisexual and bi- ~supportive 


pups, individuals, and resources in the 
n Francisco Bay Area. BABN 1s con- 


cting the bisexual community and 


4 I Dating a movement for acceptance and 
. ‘Support of human diversity by coordi- 


Nating forums, social events, opportunt- 
fies, and resources. 

BABN is by nature educational! in that 
we are supporting the rights of all 
women and men to develop as whole 
beings without oppression due to age, 
race, religion, color, class or different 
abilities, nor because of sexual prefer- 
ence, gender identity, gender preference 
and/or responsible consensual sexual 
behavior preferences. We also support 
acceptance in employment, housing, 
healthcare, and education. ‘This 
includes access to complete sexual infor- 
mation, free expression of responsible 
consensual sexual activity, and other 
freedoms. Membership is open to all bi- 
positive people whether or not they 
consider themselves bisexual. 


BABN sponsors a speaker's bureau of 


bisexuals from diverse backgrounds, 


races, lifestyles, and cultures who speak 


on all topics and issues concerning 
bisexuality, Call 415-703-7977 voice 
mail box #1, or write BABN at 2261 
Market St,, #496, San Francisco, CA 
94114-1600. 


BIS BEYOND THE BAY 


AUSTRALIAN BISEXUAL NET- 
WORK: National information, support, 
advocacy and social network for bi men, 
women, partners/families, and bi and bi- 
fnendly groups. P.O. Box 490, Lutwyche, 
Brisbane, QLD 4030. http://www.oze- 
mail.com.au/~ausbinet/index html 


BINET USA: National bisexual network 
dedicated to visibility, resource sharing, 
and political activism toward a multi- 
cultural, co-gendered, bisexual commu- 
nity. Quarterly newsletter, conferences. 
Info: PO Box 7327, Langley Park, MD 
20787 USA. 202.986.7186. 
BISEXUAL RESOURCE CENTER: 
Projects include The Bisexual Archives 
and the Bisexual Resource Office. PO 
Box 639, Cambridge, MA 02140 USA. 
617.424.9595. 

GRUPO TRIANGULO ROSA: To help 
the human nights of GLBT people, struggle 
against discrimination, help coordinate a 
Central American movement for the nghts of 
sexual minorities, and prevent HIV. 
Apartado Postal 1619-4050, Alajuela, Costa 
Rica. 506.235.2411. 


BI RESOURCES 





MOSCOW BI-SEX CLUB: Union for 
people with unorthodox desires. Looking for 
international contacts, ideas, support. PO 
Box N3, Moscow Russia 123308. 


UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST BI- 
SEXUAL NETWORK: A packet of 
materials of interest to bisexuals, includ- 
ing a newsletter, is available from the 
Unitarian Church by sending $10 to 
UUBN, PO Box 10818, Portland, ME 
04104 USA. 


WAZOBIA: For women who love 
women and men who love men howev- 
er they may self-identify, LGBT or 
questioning people from continental 
Africa. PO Box 255, New York, NY 
10116 USA. 212.690.3705. 


WE’VE CHANGED! 


You may have noticed that our 
Resources section this month has 
changed radically. Well, what hap- 

ened was that every issue our list- 
ings would expand dramatically. 
We e soon realized that the only way 
we could do them justice would be 
to reproduce the Bisexual Resource 
Guide, an impratical suggestion at 
best. 50, what we have done instead 
is to give you a contact for BiNet 
USA, who should be able to hook 
you up with any cs ain amr groupe 
in your area if you live in the ted 
States. We have also listed contact 
information for the Bisexual 
Resource Center, which publishes 
the above guide, and which we 
heartily recommend. It’s $11.95, it’s 
200 pages, and it’s fabulous, with 
extensive listings nationally and 
internationally. Kudos to Robyn 
Ochs for putting the thang togeth- 
er, and kudos to you if you buy it 
from them and support the 
Resource Center. 


THE 1997 BISEXUAL 
RESOURCE GUIDE 
Available Now!!! 
Comprehensive listing of bi groups all 
over the world, including the United 
States. Send your order now to receive 
the new edition! Send $11.95 to: BRC, 
PO Box 639, Cambridge, MA 02140, 


Anything That Moves 
2261 Market St. #496 
San Francisco, CA 94114-1600 
qswitch@igc.ape.org 
or find us on the web: 


http://www. hooked.net:80/users/ 
jonesey/atm.html 
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really sound enraged when Lindasusan sang it. I want- 
ed to urge her, “Come on, pull out a// the stops!” The 
only song she really lets her voice get rough on is the 
closing “Father of the Son of God Blues”, a catchy con- 
cept in honor of the neglected Joseph. 


The guitar work is textured and well-balanced, and the 
percussion is practiced and complex without being a dis- 
traction. All the women blend wonderfully on the vocals, 
even the more complex descants, showing what only a 
lot of practice will give you, and Lindasusan’s low, 
rounded alto anchors the ensemble really well. If she'd 
just put a little more oomph into some of the solos — and 
the angry songs — we'd have a really thrilling album. 


I suspect that we'll have something great to look for- 
ward to in a few years. It’s a promising first effort. I like 
what I’ve heard, but there’s room for a lot of growth, 
and I’m going to keep an ear out for their next album. 


Still, I'll always have a soft spot for “Anything That 
Moves Me”, which I didn’t want to push, since our 
magazine reportedly inspired it. But self-advertisement 
aside, it neatly captures the attitude of the bi-on-the- 
fence who's not going to be closeted or pushed around: 


‘IT know what I'm doing, I'm not confused 

I won't sleep with everyone, espectally not you 
Who the bell are you to say I have to choose? 
From up here on this fence I can see 
Anything that moves me.” 


MISSING NIPPLE FOUND! 
(JEN REJOICES) 


Congratulations to Richard Sposato for his win- 

ning entry in last issue’s Missing Nipple Contest! || 
|} Rich went above and beyond the call of duty in 

searching our pages for missing nipples, locating 

not only the one we originally knew about, but 
another we didn't even spot! 


For the curious, the correct missing nipple was 

| located in the A7M T-shirt ad on our inside back 
cover. Due to a fluke of photography, our T-shirt | 

| model Jen (on the left) appeared to have lost a nip- 
ple. In a flurry of efficiency, Rich also noted that 
one woman in the Dorinne’s “Private Art” cartoon 
was also missing a nipple. The woman in question 
appears in the final panel. 


Way to go, Rich! Your T-shirt is on the way, and } 
thanks for being such an observant reader. 





ANITHING THAT MOVES 


Mickey Skee’s 





Hi, I'm Mickey Skee, co-founder of the Gay Erotic Video Awards held in Hollywood each year. Most of the stars in porn are bisexua 
but don't really admtt ut, and as an openly bisexual reviewer, they come out to me. Here's a few reviews of the best and worst of 61 po : 


— on a scale of one A (the worst) to five A's (the best, and a rarity). 





Bi Line Productions. Busty Belle, Sharon 
Kane, Xristian Ross, B.J. Slater, Angella 
Faith, Cole Philips, Steve Regis. 80 Min. 
Rating: AAA 1/2 


Friends that play together stay togeth- 
er, especially if they're bi and come 
together every year. The plot and dia- 
logue are very obviously ad-libbed 
throughout and the quick-witted 
humor of Sharon Kane and Steve Regis 
saves the video from being a total waste 
of time. Kane takes over the dialogue 
when she gathers a few of her big- 
dicked pals and plays strip spin-the- 
bottle with them. 


Regis finds that one of his buddies is in 
love with him, so he asks muscular Cole 
Philips what is he going to do about it 
and suddenly they're nude in the 
kitchen. Not to be outdone, the ladies go 
at it — Busty Belle with Kane — and 
there's some hardcore female moaning. 
Angella Faith later does a wildly erotic 
scene with Kane, too. The biggest draw- 
back is a lack of cohesion and plot, but 
otherwise all the elements seemed to 
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exist. Whoever is behind the camera 
knows how to get some scintillating 
closeups of dicks in a double-oral scene 
between B.J. Slater and Xristian Ross. 
However, it must be the same camerap- 
erson who insisted on cheesy cuts to 
tacky furniture and a velvet tiger paint- 
ing. 


Bi Tus! 


Bi-Line Productions. Eden, Rip Stone, Jim 
Hardy, Cumtisha Amado, Rod Garreto, 
Matt Windsor, Saki St. Germaine. 86 
Min. Rating: AAA 


Bisexual fantasies abound when couples 
confess their same-sex attractions to 
each other, and then act on it. Rod and 
Saki have great sex and the Rod remi- 
nisces about sucking off a guy in a 
jacuzzi. 


Later, Rip mounts Eden on a kitchen 
counter while she’s still wearing her sexy 
knee socks, then he flips her upside 
down to give him head while he’s stand- 
ing up. And, there’s a double-header as 
two girls go at it with a double-sided 
dildo. If you’re into combinations of all 
kinds, buy this! 










Bi STANDER 


Bi-Now Productions. Rayveness, Daveé 
Hardman, Amanda Morrison, Jordan Le 
Lauren Bates, Guy DeSilva, Chris Parker. 
78 Min. Rating: AAA 1/2 


Don’t let the box cover fool you. 
This isn’t a lesbian video, but it’s got 
enough het sex to satisfy the straightest 
of audiences. The women and guys are a 
new crop of potential great stars and we 
hope to see more of them. 


Dark, SEXY, _ 
Elvira-esque [4 ee : 
Rayveness and poe E 


Blond beauty ¥ 4 
Amanda : 









| 4 
Morrison have 


hourglass 
figures _— that | 
won't quit and 
those _ perky 
breasts _—‘ that 
point up. [hey 
also show that gif 


ein 


they like eating & 

meat as much [im 

as licking pussy 

and the use of Mi. (an FT 
condoms m CT AMAL. 


makes these sex 
scenes as hot 
and horny as any without. 


The plot loosely focuses on voyeurism, 
but it’s the sex that counts here, and it’s 
good. The guys lick and penetrate the 
dames (front and back) while they're still 
clad in their sheer stockings and lacy 
bras, and the good-looking guys also 
don’t seem to mind showing how they 
enjoy a dick in their face, too. 


-Mickey Skee 
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Patting Ourselves on the Back 


AL . 
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s bisexuals, we fear congratulating ourselves too much. 
A friend of mine is always vigilant against people 
around her who proclaim the worth of bisexuals. 
Immediately, she will levy charges of exemplifying bisexualhi- 
ty over other sexual orientations, a patriarchal, hierarchical 
approach. However, I see the need to give credence to the 
comparison of bisexuality to other sexual identities — and to 
the analysis of our comparative advantages as well as disad- 
vantages. Of course the possibility exists that we may cross 
the line into my friend's 
charges, but it's time we 
balanced that fear against 
the equally wrong danger of 
going blind from not daring 
to look at and evaluate our- 
selves. 


& ome aspects of bisexu- 
ality are extremely "jg 
good. We have pushed back Big 
boundaries of society and § 
sexuality to every gray point 
in between. We have not 
only helped in advancing 
our “gay” 
the more-inclusive 
movement, but also helped 


movement toward 
di quee r 


society at large to challenge 
its beliefs and assumptions 
about itself as well. 


Our sheer presence flies in 
the face of conventional sex- 
uality. 
rejecting the charges of sex- off your gourd. 

claiming our space in every “gay event has made our sexual 
culture's leadership take stock of their own misconceptions 
and prejudices. 
“straight” society has prevented it from just writing us off as 


ual dysfunction and = in 


And our willingness to also interact with 
“one of them 


By taking the hands of our transgendered friends and allies, 
and by embracing those of us who also share membership in 
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Phelieve... our actions and belief are 
not ahead to a system of OF Fs and ONs, 

but are instead a chaotic complexity that can 
only begin to be understood by examining a 
Our strength in fractal poster under blackight while stoned 





(or anywhere else you can reach...) 
by Michael Burton 


“Let them call me rebel and welcome, I feel no concern from 1t; but I should suffer 
the misery of devils, were I to make a whore of my soul...” 


— Thomas Paine 


that community, we have kept our movement from homoge- 
nizing into the desire to believe “We Are Just Like You.” We 
have challenged both sides to consider an entirely different 
set of possibilities — of either the grayness between their 
beliefs or of a set of philosophies which totally disregard 


Victorian sexual embankments. 


| believe that we are not built like computers, robotic mix- 





tures of 0s and 1s. Our actions and beliefs are not relegat- 
ed to a system of OF Fs and 
ONs, but are instead a 
chaotic complexity that can 
only begin to be under- 
stood by examining a frac- 
tal poster under blacklight 
while stoned off your 


gourd. 
We offer up to both our 


queer brothers and sisters, 
and to our straight cousins 
and friends, a dynamic new 
belief system that can 
4 encompass the solutions to 
‘_ problems which can no 
longer be solved by an 
increasingly outdated bina- 
ry code. 


So take some time to pat 
yourself and your bisexual 
friends on the back. Take 
some time to enjoy the fact 
that in some regards we are 
the revolutionaries, radicals, 
and rebels of our time. Who 
knows? One thousand years from now, when historians look 
back and point to the spots of light in the otherwise dark ages 
of 2,000 c.e., perhaps they will be pointing as us. 


Michael P. Burton is a senior majoring in Theatre and Drama at 
Indiana University. He may be reached at mpburton@tndtana.edu. 


ANYTHING THAT MOVES 





It only took one issue— you are all the best! Last issue we sent a letter out to all our subscribers asking. 
for donations to our computer fund, and it worked! We've raised $5000 in two months, and bought a 
wowee computer system which explains the higher quality of this issue even over the fabulous last i ISSUE. 
The System: . __ PowerComputing PowerBase 200, 1.2G HD and 48Meg Ram : 
| HP Laserjet 6MP printer — 
| ~ Viewsonic 21” P810 Monitor 


We graciously thank the California Institute of - 


( Donors ~Contemporary Arts (CICA) who started the ball rolling | 
ay : with a cadens cas matching grant. 


Michael Acree | Spring Friedlander —) . -Rifka Reichler . 


Hillary Brooks __ -. Rebecca Gray ~ Laura Robertson 
TerryBates = —=—_— ss. Alexei Guren : - Barry Saiff 
Joe Baker 2 5 Pitz Mein 2. Myke Selha 
Mary Bradford Matt LeGrant Dorian Solot 
_ Brian Cronwall Marshall Miller : _ Roberta Travis 
Andrea Davis Robert Morrison : Elissa Turner 
Heather Findlay — ees Linda PORE — | Peter Vennewitz | 
Lucy Friediand William Ranken BiNet — a Resource Initiative 


- But Wait... There’ Ss More! 


if you notice up above, the CICA gave us a $5000 matching grant. We raised $2500 from individual donors, and we. 
received $2500 in matching funds from the Institute. That means: we nae ares $2500. waiting: for us if we can raise the 
money! You can help us, and we aren't done yet. , re et | eee 


Stil nidadod: 
| Scanner. 
. Zip Drive and disks 
Plain Paper Fax Machine 
Copier : 
A whole second production system: cpu & i? Monitor 


Please send donations to Anything That Moves, 2261 Market St. #496, San Brneison, CA 941 14- 1600. | 
For your donations to be tax deductible, make the check out to Media Alliance, who is our 501(c¢)(3) umbrella. 
lf you have se opnurites or seanaens to donate, aeuuete don't hesitate to ask. | 
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for a free catalog of queer 


travel guides, call [-800.462-6654¢. 


Damron. The First lame and the Last Word in Queer Travel. 





"Anything That Moves." Anything That Moves, no. 13, Spring 1997. Archives of Sexuality and Gender, https://link. 
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